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US accuses TCS, Infosys of 
violating H-1B visa norms

WASHINGTON: �e US has 
accused top Indian IT �rms 
TCS and Infosys of unfairly cor-
nering the lion’s share of H-1B 
visas by putting extra tickets in 
the lottery system, which the 
Trump administration wants to 
replace with a more merit-based 
immigration policy.

At a White House brief-
ing last week, an o�cial in the 
Trump administration said a 
small number of giant outsourc-
ing �rms �ood the system with 
applications which naturally 
ups their chances of success in 
the lottery draw.

“You may know their names 
well, but like the top recipients 
of the H-1B visa are companies 
like Tata, Infosys, Cognizant -- 
they will apply for a very large 
number of visas, more than they 
get, by putting extra tickets in 
the lottery ra�e, if you will, and 
then they’ll get the lion’s share 
of visas,” the senior o�cial said, 
according to transcript of the 
brie�ng posted on White House 
website.

Responding to a follow- up 
on why Indian companies were 
singled out for a mention, the 
White House response said 
Tata Consultancy Services, 
Infosys and Cognizant were 
the top three recipients of H-1B 
visas.

“And those three compa-
nies are companies that have 
an average wage for H-1B visas 
between $ 60,000 and $ 65,000 
(a year). By contrast, the median 
Silicon Valley so�ware engi-
neer’s wage is probably around 
$ 150,000,” the o�cial said.

He said contracting �rms 
that are not skills employers, 

who o�entimes use workers for 
entry-level positions, capture 
the lion’s share of H-1B visas. 
“And that’s all public record.”

All the three Indian �rms 
refused to comment on the US 
administration comment.

�e o�cial said H-1B visas 
presently were awarded through 
a random lottery with about 80 

per cent of H-1B workers being 
paid less than the median wage 
in their �elds. “Only about 5 
to 6 percent, depending on the 
year, of H-1B workers com-
mand the highest wage tier rec-
ognised by the Department of 
Labour, there being four wage 
tiers. And the highest wage tier, 
for instance, in 2015, was only 

5 percent of H1B workers,” he 
said.

He said workers are o�en 
brought in well below market 
rates to replace American work-
ers, again, sort of violating the 
principle of the programme, 
which is supposed to be a means 
for bringing in skilled labour.

“Instead you’re bringing in 
a lot of times workers who are 
actually less skilled and lower 
paid than the workers that 
they’re replacing,” he said.

So if the current system that 
awards visas randomly with-
out regard for skill or wage is 
changed to a skills-based award-
ing, it would make it extremely 
di�cult to use the visa to 
replace or undercut Ameri-
can workers, he said. “Because 
you’re not bringing in work-
ers at beneath the market wage. 
And so it’s a very elegant way of 
solving very systemic problems 
in the H-1B guest worker visa,” 
he said.  AGENCIES

300 Whatsapp groups used 
to mobilise stone-pelters 
at encounter sites: Official

MPOST BUREAU

SRINAGAR: Nearly 300 Whatsapp groups were 
being used to mobilise stone-pelters in Kashmir 
to disrupt security forces’ operations at encoun-
ter sites, of which 90 per cent have been shut 
down, a police o�cial said on Sunday.

Each of these 300 Whatsapp groups had 
around 250 members, the o�cial said while 
explaining how determined attempts were being 
made to disrupt the operations of the security 
forces by mobilising stone-pelting mobs at the 
encounter sites.

“We identi�ed the groups and the group 
administrators, who were called in by police for 
counselling. We have had a good response to this 
initiative,” he said on the condition of anonymity.

In the last three weeks, more than 90 per cent 
of these Whatsapp groups have been shut down, 
the o�cial said.

He said the government’s policy of suspend-
ing internet services appeared to be showing 
positive results in curbing stone-pelting dur-
ing encounters and cited the case of yesterday’s 
encounter in Budgam district.

Just a few youth gathered to hurl stones a�er 
two militants were gunned down in the encoun-
ter on Saturday.

�is was in sharp contrast to an encounter in 
Durbugh village in the same area on March 28, 
when a large number of stone-pelters had assem-
bled and three of them were killed in �ring by 
security forces. “With no internet services, the 
mobilisation of mobs has almost become impos-
sible. Earlier, we would see youth from as far as 
10 kilometres from the encounter sites joining 
the protesters to pelt stones at security forces to 
disrupt the anti-militancy operations. THESE IT BIGGIES APPARENTLY CORNERED A LION’S SHARE OF VISAS

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Sunday called upon 
states to “speed up capital expendi-
ture and infrastructure creation” to 
spur economic growth.

Addressing the third meeting of 
the Governing Council of Niti Aayog, 
Modi also said the think-tank’s long, 
medium and short term action plans 
would bene�t all the states.

“Niti Aayog is working on a 
15-year long term vision, seven-
year medium term strategy, and 
three-year action agenda,” he told 
the meeting, which was attended by 
chief ministers, union ministers and 
senior o�cials.

�e prime minister further said 
the vision of ‘New India’ can only be 
realised through the combined e�orts 
and cooperation of all the states.

“Team India” has assembled here 
to discuss and re�ect on ways to pre-
pare the country for changing global 
trends, Modi said.

Noting that the chief ministers 
need not come to Niti for approval 
of budgets or plans, he said the body 
had gone beyond relying on govern-
ment inputs and taken on board a 
number of outside specialists, experts 
and young professionals.

�e states too can contribute to 
policy formulation, he added.

Modi noted that while there has 
been a 40 per cent increase in over-
all fund allocation to states between 
2014-15 and 2016-17, the percentage 
of funds tied to Central schemes has 
declined from 40 per cent to 25 per 
cent. States need “to speed up capital 
expenditure and infrastructure cre-
ation,” he said.

Talking about the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST), he said the consen-
sus on the new indirect tax regime 
will go down in history as a great 
illustration of cooperative federalism.

“GST re�ects the spirit of ‘One 

nation, One aspiration, One deter-
mination’,” he added.

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee and Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal were among those 
who skipped Niti Aayog’s Governing 
Council meet here on Sunday.

However, the source said that 
Kejriwal sent Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia to represent Delhi, 
while Bengal �nance minister Amit 
Mitra attended on behalf of  Bengal 
CM Mamata Banerjee.

Among the opposition ruled 
states, Punjab Chief Minister Cap-
tain Amarinder Singh, Bihar Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar, Tripura Chief 
Minister Manik Sarkar, Karnataka 
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi 
K Palaniswami attended the meeting.

Others who were present include 
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mu�i 
Sayeed and Odisha Chief Minis-
ter Naveen Patnaik. Union minis-
ters Nitin Gadkari, Rajnath Singh, 
Suresh Prabhu, Prakash Javadekar, 
Rao Inderjit Singh and Smriti Irani 
also attended the meet.  See P6&12

Quick News44

France votes in election humdinger
PARIS: France began voting 
on Sunday under heavy secu-
rity in the �rst round of the 
most unpredictable presiden-
tial election in decades, with 
the outcome seen as vital for 
the future of the beleaguered 
European Union.

Polling stations opened at 
0600 GMT and the last will 
close at 1800 GMT with esti-
mated results expected shortly 
a�erwards.

Far-right leader Marine Le 
Pen and centrist Emmanuel 
Macron are the favourites to 
progress to a run-o� on May 
7 but the result is too close to 
call in a deeply divided country.

Le Pen, the 48-year-old 
leader of the National Front 
(FN), hopes to capitalise on 
security fears that were cata-
pulted to the fore of the cam-

paign a�er the fatal shooting of 
a policeman on Paris’s Champs 
Elysees avenue claimed by the 
Islamic State group.

Aiming to ride a wave of 
populism that led Donald 
Trump to the White House and 
Britain to vote for Brexit, Le 
Pen also wants to pull France 
out of the eurozone and has 

threatened to take the country 
out of the EU as well.

Her ambitions have led 
observers to predict that a Le 
Pen victory could be a fatal 
blow for the EU, already weak-
ened by Britain’s vote to leave 
the bloc. Macron, only 39, is 
seeking to become France’s 
youngest ever president and 

has campaigned on a strongly 
pro-EU and pro-business 
platform.

Seeking to bene�t from a 
worldwide move away from 
established political parties, 
the former banker and econ-
omy minister formed his own 
movement, “En Marche” (“On 
the move”), that he says is “nei-
ther to the le� nor to the right.” 

But polls show scandal-
tainted conservative candidate 
Francois Fillon, a former prime 
minister, and hard-le� �re-
brand Jean-Luc Melenchon are 
also in with a �ghting chance 
of �nishing among the top two 
candidates and reaching the all-
important second round.

Hundreds of thousands of 
French expatriates in the US, 
Canada and South America 
cast their ballots on Saturday.

In the wake of the police-
man’s killing on �ursday, 
50,000 police and 7,000 soldiers 
have been deployed around 
France to protect voters.

Analysts believe the attack 
so late in the campaign could 
shi� the focus from the econ-
omy to security and hand an 
advantage to candidates seen as 
taking a hard line on the issue.

“If it were to bene�t some-
one, that would clearly be 
Marine Le Pen who has domi-
nated this issue throughout the 
campaign, or Francois Fillon,” 
said Adelaide Zul�karpasic of 
the BVA polling institute.

In the a�ermath of the 
attack, Le Pen called for France 
to “immediately” take back 
control of its borders from the 
EU and deport all foreigners on 
a terror watchlist. See also P11
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SONAKSHI  
DOESN’T BELIEVE 
IN PLEASING 
EVERYBODY  PG16

WASHINGTON: Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has raised the 
issue of tightening of the H-1B visa regime with his US counter-
part Steven Mnuchin during their �rst meeting and highlighted 
the contribution of Indian companies and professionals to the 
American economy. �is was the second time Jaitley raised the 
H-1B visa issue with the American side during his visit here to 
attend the annual Spring Meetings of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. He had also raised the issue with US 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross earlier. During their meet-
ing on Saturday, Jaitley and Mnuchin discussed a wide range 
of bilateral issues, in addition to the international cooperation 
against terror �nancing.  Detailed report on P12

Does service charge reach staff: 
Ram Vilas Paswan asks hotels

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Maintaining 
that service charge is volun-
tary, Consumer A�airs Min-
ister Ram Vilas Paswan on 
Sunday said even if a customer 
pays it willingly, hotels should 
make public how much of the 
amount actually reaches to the 
sta�.

Last week, the government 
had approved new guidelines 
giving consumers the right to 
decide whether they wish to 
pay a service charge on hotel 
or restaurant bills.

“Some hotels say that they 
distribute 30 per cent of the ser-
vice charge collected from cus-
tomers to their sta�. Does the 
service charge reach employ-
ees?” Paswan said.

At present, it is not known 
“how much or if at all fully or 

a part of the service charge” is 
distributed amongst the hotel 
sta�, he told reporters.

“So, it is necessary that hotel 
and restaurants owners main-
tain a record and make it pub-
lic,” he noted.

Clearing the confusion over 
service tax and service charge, 
Paswan said that service tax 
is mandatory, while service 
charge is not and consumers 
should be aware of it.

As per the new guidelines, 
the service charge is not to be 
incorporated in a hotel and res-
taurant bill. 

In fact, the column of ser-
vice charge should be le� blank 
to customers to �ll up before 
making the �nal payment.

“Hotels and restau-
rants should not decide how 
much service charge is to be 
paid by the customer and it 

should be le� to the discre-
tion of the customer. If there 
is a mandatory levy of service 
charge, customers can �le a 
complaint in the Consumer 
Court,” he said elaborating on 
guidelines.

More awareness among 
consumers is need of the hour 
because other businesses o�er-
ing services like salon are also 
levying a service charge, a 
senior Consumer A�airs Min-
istry o�cial said.

He�y �nes and stringent 
action against violation cannot 
be taken at present as the cur-
rent Consumer Protection Law 
does not empower the ministry 
to do so.

However, the new Con-
sumer Protection Bill under 
which an authority will be set 
up will have powers to take 
action, Paswan added.

3 ANIMAL TRADERS 
THRASHED BY 
ANIMAL WELFARE 
ACTIVISTS  PG4

MEGA DEFENCE 
DEALS LIKELY 
DURING PM’S TRIP 
TO ISRAEL  PG5

‘BRITAIN’S 
CONSERVATIVES TO 
FOCUS ON BREXIT, 
ENERGY IN POLL’ PG10

54 PERCENT TURNOUT, EXIT POLLS GIVE BJP THE EDGE
ANUP VERMA & ROUSHAN ALI

NEW DELHI: A�er a high-volt-
age campaign, Delhi on Sunday 
recorded a turnout of around 54 
per cent in the municipal polls 
amid complaints of faulty EVMs, 
with Chief Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal leading the charge.  �e 2012 
MCD polls had registered a 53.23 
per cent turnout.

�e voting percentage was 
almost 13 per cent lower than the  
2015 assembly elections and 11 
per cent less than the 2014 Lok 
Sabha elections. 

Following a sluggish start at 
8 am, voting gradually picked up 
and became fairly brisk as the heat 
waned towards the a�ernoon.

Many Delhiites who braved 
a scorching sun to reach polling 
stations to cast their vote for the 
municipal elections today had 
to return home disappointed as 
their names were missing from 
the electoral rolls.

Such complaints were received 
from di�erent wards across the 
city.

Looking for a solution, many 
of them approached polling o�-
cials but in vain.

State Election Commissioner 
SK Srivastava told a press con-
ference that North corporation’s 
Bakhtawarpur ward recorded the 
highest turnout at over 68 per 
cent, while south Delhi’s Lado 
Sarai registered the least turnout 
at 39 per cent.

He said 18 electronic voting 
machines (EVMs) were replaced 
owing to battery or button related 

issues.
“Out of 13,000 polling sta-

tions, EVMs were changed in 
only 18 polling stations. It shows 
our EVMs are unhackable, robust 
and no wrong can be done,” Sriv-
astava said.

However, Kejriwal alleged in 
a tweet, “Reports from all over 
Delhi of EVM malfunction, peo-
ple with voter slips not allowed to 
vote. What is SEC doing? (sic).”

Polling was held in 270 of the 
272 wards of the three municipal 

corporations. �e election to two 
wards has been postponed due to 
the death of candidates.

A total of 1,32,10,206 voters 
were entitled to exercise their 
franchise in electing councillors 
for the 270 wards falling under 
the three corporations - NDMC 
(103), SDMC (104) and East Delhi 
Municipal Corporation (63).

Despite reports of technical 
glitches in some of the EVMs, 
polling remained peaceful as 
Delhi Police made elaborate 
security arrangements with over 
56,000 men and o�cers of Delhi 
Police and Central Para Military 
Forces (CPMF) standing guard 
on 13022 polling booths. “�e 
entire electoral exercise passed o� 
peacefully as no untoward inci-
dent was reported from any part 
of the city,” the SEC said.

Amid lakhs of voters,  Delhi 
Lieutenant- Governor Anil Baijal, 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
and his deputy Manish Sisodia 
cast their votes in their respective 
wards. Lieutenant-Governor Bai-
jal cast his vote at a polling station 

in Greater Kailash 3. Union min-
ister Harsh Vardhan also voted in 
his Krishna Nagar constituency.

�e Delhi Chief Minister, 
accompanied by his parents, wife 
and daughter, reached a polling 
booth in North Delhi’s Civil Lines 
area to cast their vote. Kejriwal’s 
daughter, Harshita, voted for the 
�rst time. A�er casting his vote, 
he said the people of Delhi should 
come out of their houses and exer-
cise their franchise for a “dengue 
and Chikungunya-free Delhi”.

Deputy CM Manish Siso-
dia a�er exercising his franchise 
in East Delhi’s Patparganj con-
stituency said that Delhi was 
voting against poor sanitation 
management. 

Two exit polls claimed that the 
BJP could be headed for a land-
slide victory in the polls and �n-
ish way ahead of the AAP and 
the Congress winning over 200 
wards. Pollsters have claimed that 
both AAP and Congress may end 
up with between 20 and 30 seats.

Going by the projected �gures, 
the AAP could be in for a big dis-

appointment, while the Congress’ 
attempt to regain ground may 
come a cropper.

In a related development, the 
Delhi State Election Commission 
(SEC) has sent notices to two pri-
vate news channels for airing 
opinion polls on the MCD elec-
tions held on Sunday.

�e two channels -- Times 
Now and ABP News -- have been 
asked to give reasons for airing 
the opinion polls in violation of 
Election Commission guidelines, 
SEC o�cials said at a press con-
ference here.

Union ministers Harsh Vard-
han and Member of Parliament 
Meenakshi Lekhi were among the 
BJP leaders and party MPs who 
cast their vote in the elections. 
Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari, 
who is not a voter in the munici-
pal corporation elections as he 
lives in New Delhi Municipal 
Council area, started his day by 
o�ering prayers at the Balmiki 
Mandir on Mandir Marg and then 
met the party workers engaged in 
election work.  See also P3&P4

MCD POLLS: VOTING PEACEFUL, SOME EVMS MALFUNCTION
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DAYINDAYOUT
 What’s on Around Town

(IM)POSSIBILITIES
A group show of paintings and sculp-
tures of some of the most celebrated 
artists of the nation, the exhibition, (im)
possibilities showcase how one can one 
can decipher the word impossibilities 
to read as i m possibilities. The names 
showcased in this exhibition has already 
proved that impossible is nothing and 
it is a privilege to celebrate their (im) 
possibilities. 
WHEN: April 13 – May 13
WHERE: Creativity Art Gallery, Hauz 
Khas Village
TIMING: 11 am – 7 pm

FRAMING THE LIVING  
TRADITIONS
A collaborative 
photography project 
under the aegis of 
Neel Dongre Awards/
Grants for Excellence 
in Photography (2017) 
by India Photo Achieve 
Foundation, will showcase five photogra-
phers presenting different living traditions 
like The Art of Making Tanpura in Maha-
rashtra and Muga & Eri Silk cultivation in 
Assam through distinctive artistic styles.
WHEN: April 21 – May 2
WHERE: Kamla Devi Complex, IIC
TIMING: 11 am – 7 pm

THE DANCE OF INDIA
Artist Sailesh Sanghvi will be showcasing 
his twelve works at the solo art exhibition. 
The collection shows the different types of 
dances across the India. The artist, in two 
different genres, acrylic canvas collages 
and paper collage, portrays the diversity 
of Indian dances in the cultural set-up 
through his work from street entertain-
ment to staged performance.
WHEN: April 21– 30 
WHERE: Bikaner House, Pandara Road 
TIMING: 6 pm onwards

TRACING NARRATIVES
Tracing Narratives is 
a traveling exhibi-
tion that attempts to 
create a lens through 
which the spectators 
evaluated the world 
of landscape designs 
and its many conno-
tations in the present 
and near future. 
Future Institute is hosting the Delhi stop 
of Tracing Narratives.
WHEN: April 1– 24 
WHERE: India Habitat Centre
TIMING: 11 am – 7 pm

A quick walk up and down 
a �ight of stairs packs a 
more powerful and restor-

ative buzz than a midday jolt of ca�eine, new 
research suggests. Researchers from the Uni-
versity of Georgia (UGA) in the US found 
that 10 minutes of walking up and down stairs 
at a regular pace was more likely to make 
participants feel energised than ingesting 50 
milligrammes of ca�eine – equivalent to the 
amount in a can of soda.

“We found, in both the ca�eine and 
the placebo conditions, that there was not 
much change in how they felt,” said Patrick J 
O’Connor, professor at UGA’s department of 
kinesiology. “But with exercise they did feel 
more energetic and vigorous. It was a tempo-

rary feeling, felt immediately a�er the exer-
cise, but with the 50 milligrammes of 

ca�eine, we did not get as big an 
e�ect,” said J O’Connor.

�e study 
aimed to 

simu-

late the hurdles faced in 
a typical o�ce setting, where work-

ers spend hours sitting and staring at com-
puter screens and do not have time for a longer 
bout of exercise during the day. For the study, 
participants on separate days either ingested 
capsules containing ca�eine or a placebo, 
or spent 10 minutes walking up and down 
stairs – about 30 �oors total – at a low-inten-

sity pace. “O�ce workers can go outside and 
walk, but weather can be less than ideal. It has 
never rained on me while walking the stairs,”  
said O’Connor.

“And a lot of people working in o�ce 
buildings have access to stairs, so it is an 
option to keep some �tness while taking a 

short break from work,” he said. Study par-
ticipants were female college students who 
described themselves as chronically sleep 
deprived – getting less than six and a half 
hours per night of shut eye.

To test the e�ects of ca�eine versus the 
exercise, each group took some verbal and 
computer-based tests to gauge how they 
felt and how well they performed certain 
cognitive tasks. Neither ca�eine nor exer-
cise caused large improvements in attention 
or memory, but stair walking was associ-
ated with a small increase in motivation for 
work. �e study was published in the journal  
Physiology and Behaviour.    PTI

Skip caffeine;Skip caffeine;Skip caffeine;
opt for the stairs to feel more energised

Walking up 
and down the 
stairs for even 

10 minutes can 
make you feel 
motivated for 
the next time 

you have to sit 
staring at your 

computer screen

Avoid chances of acidity 
during the hot days by 
indulging in bananas, 
melons and coconut 

water, say experts.
BANANAS: It is the best antidote 

for acid re�ux and is great for snack-
ing purposes. Potassium in bananas 
produces mucous in the lining of the 
stomach, thus lowering the pH levels 
in the body. Also, bananas are high 
on �bre and a great source of rough-
age. Eating over-ripe bananas dur-
ing summer is the best way to keep 
acidity at bay.

MELONS: Melons such as canta-
loupe, musk melon and watermelon 
are high on anti-oxidants and �bre, 
and help avoid acid re�ux and other 
stomach ailments by maintaining 
the mucous membrane. �e cool-
ing properties and high water con-
tent in these fruits help hydrate the 

body and reduce pH levels. Other 
fruits such as apple and papaya are 
also great sources of �bre and aid in 
preventing acidity.

COCONUT WATER: �is 
refreshing natural drink has cleans-
ing properties that help �ush out tox-
ins from your body. Coconut water 
is also rich in �bre content and helps 
with regular bowel movements.

COLD MILK: Milk is another 
excellent way to combat acidity. Milk 
absorbs acid formation in the stom-
ach, stopping any re�ux or burning 
sensation in the gastric system. Any-
time you feel an acid formation in the 
stomach or heartburn coming on, 
have a glass of plain cold milk with-
out any additives or sugar.

BUTTERMILK AND CURD: 
Besides milk, other milk products 
(except cheese) like curd and but-
termilk also provide relief from acid-

ity. �ese products cool the stomach 
and the natural bacteria in them do 
not allow acid formation. �ey help 
in keeping the overall digestive sys-
tem healthy. Having curd and butter-
milk regularly a�er meals is a great 
way to avoid chances of acidity in the 
long run too.

SAY NO TO FOOD CARTS: 
�ough these should be avoided 

all year 
round, they are de�nitely a 
strict no-no during summer season. 
Rise in temperature goes hand-in-
hand with water scarcity, which in 
turn means compromise on wash-
ing properly in the kitchen. And that 
can have a bad e�ect on your system 
when you eat food that is not washed 
properly before cooking or cooked 
by hands that have been not thor-

oughly 
cleaned. Gas-

troenteritis, amoebic 
dysentery and diarrhoea are 

common during this time of the 
year.

SWAP JUICE FOR WHOLE 
FRUIT INSTEAD: In summer, you 
o�en spot house �ies especially in 
markets near food vendors. �ey are 
major germ carriers and thus, people 
should be careful when having juice 
outside. Instead of cutting fruits or 
blending them into juice you should 
rather try to eat whole fruits to keep 
infections at bay.  IANS

Pick ban
ana, m

elon, co
ld milk to

FIGHT ACIDITY

CAN’T STOP MUNCHING on chocolates or 
other unhealthy snacks? Blame your DNA, say 
scientists who have identi�ed gene variants that 
in�uence our foods choices and dietary habits.

Researchers from Autonomous University 
of Madrid in Spain analysed the genetics of 
about 818 men and women of European ances-
try and gathered information about their diet 
using a questionnaire.

�ey found that the genes they studied did 
play a signi�cant role in a person’s food choices 
and dietary habits.

For example, higher chocolate intake and 
a larger waist size was linked to certain forms 
of the oxytocin receptor gene, and an obesity-
associated gene played a role in vegetable and 
�bre intake, researchers said.

�ey also observed that certain genes were 
involved in salt and fat intake.

“Most people have a hard time modifying 
their dietary habits, even if they know it is in 
their best interest,” said Silvia Berciano from 
Autonomous University of Madrid.

“�is is because our food preferences and 

ability to work toward goals or follow plans 
a�ect what we eat and our ability to stick with 
diet changes,” Berciano said.

“Ours is the �rst study describing how brain 
genes a�ect food intake and dietary preferences 
in a group of healthy people,” she said.

Nobody is eating exactly what you are. It 
is determined by the speci�c demands of your 
genetic signature, and it perfectly balances your 
micronutrient and macronutrient needs.

�e �ndings could be used to inform preci-
sion-medicine approaches that help minimise 

a person’s risk for common diseases – such 
as diabetes, cardiovascular disease and can-
cer – by tailoring diet-based prevention and 
therapy to the speci�c needs of an individual, 
researchers said.

“�e knowledge gained through our study 
will pave the way to better understanding of 
eating behaviour and facilitate the design of 
personalised dietary advice that will be more 
amenable to the individual, resulting in better 
compliance and more successful outcomes,” 
Berciano said.    PTI

Your genes decide 
what you eat

STOCK UP COCONUT oil, 
jojoba oil and drink a lot of 
water to keep sunburn at bay, 
say experts.
4  Wear a sun block (at 

least SPF 30) especially 
in coastal areas or while 
you’re in water as body 
tends to feel more burn 
in scorching heat when 
you are in water. 

4  You can use coconut oil 
on exposed skin a�er 
staying in the sun to 
soothe a�ected skin and 
avoid sunburns.

4  Consuming Vitamin D 
rich foods like fermented 
cod liver oil help supple-
ment Vita-
min D 
balance in 
your body 
and 
build 

a stronger immune sys-
tem against sunburns. 

4  Keep your skin hydrated 
not only externally but 
also internally by drinking 
a lot of water. Make sure 
you have at least seven 
to eight litres of water in 
summer. Hydrated skin is 
less prone to sun damage 
than dry skin.

4  Wear the right clothes. 
Sometimes, you have to 
go outside even during 
the peak hours in sum-
mer, so the best way 
to prevent sunburn is 
covering yourself with 
appropriate clothing. 
Long-sleeve shirts and 
pants cover more of your 
skin than tank tops and 
shorts so they can help 
block the sun’s rays. 

4  Use jojoba oil as it acts 
like a shield and helps in 
curing sunburnt skin. �e 
fastest and safest cure for 
tanned skin is to apply 
jojoba oil. It is also rich 
in Vitamins E and B com-
plex, and helps in repair-
ing dry and damaged 

skin while soothing 
the burning 

sensation. 
 IANS

How to protect 
skin from sunburn
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Searing heat, voter apathy keep turnout low

PIYUSH OHRIE

NEW DELHI: Voters of 
South Delhi on Sunday came 
to the polling booths in less  
than impressive numbers. But 
for many of those who did,  
it was not only an opportu-
nity to elect their Councillor,  
but also catch up with their 
friends.

Many voters admitted that 
the busy lifestyle o�en did 
not provide enough of time 
to interact and socialise with 
fellow residents and occa-
sions of mass gatherings, such 
as elections, provided them 
time to meet with friends and 
acquaintances.

Old and young voters of 
posh South Delhi areas like 
Saket, Malviya Nagar and 
Panchsheel Park, who came 

to cast their vote, later got 
together and spent quality time 
with each other.

Some of the busy voters 
regretted that though they 
lived in the same area as their 

friends, many of them had 
not met with each other for 
months.

While there were a  
variety of topics discussed at 
the polling stations, politics 
remained a popular issue and 
most of the voters did not shy 
away from expressing their 
views openly.

For some joint families, 
who had come together to vote, 
it was also a time to acquaint 
themselves with fellow resi-
dents and neighbours.

A�er casting their vote, 
many senior citizens voters 
in fact spent a decent amount 
of time with their colleagues, 
without any care about the 
scorching heat. �e younger 
voters, ironically, seemed to be 
in a hurry.

“�ere is no denying the 

fact that the levels of social-
isation in our community 
has lessened to a great deal.  
Today, there is just no  
emphasis on meeting each 
other face to face. It is sad that 
even as our neighbours are sep-
arated by few metres it takes 
months to have a good dis-
cussion with each other,” said 
75-year-old Y P Kapoor, a voter 
from Saket.

“I have been a resident of 
this area for more than thirty 
years. Yet there are very few 
people in my locality who 
recognise me. I made it a  
point that this time when I 
meet my colleagues, I will 
have a hearty discussion with 
them and strengthen our  
social circle. I do not have 
anything against new social 
media of communication. 

But I strongly feel that social  
media platforms have only 
added to our laziness of not 
meeting each other person-
ally,” added Kapoor.

Neena Suneja, a voter 
from Malviya Nagar who 
has recently recovered from 
breast cancer, said: “Most of 
the neighbours did not even 
know about my cancer. It was 
only when we met each during 
polling and had a discussion 
that they realised that I had a 
cancer.”

“While events like poll-
ing have its signi�cance, I 
really feel special on such 
occasions as this is one  
moment where many of us  
residents get together and  
have a good discussion a�er a 
long while,” added an e�erves-
cent Neena.

When voting provided an opportunity 
to catch up with friends and neighbours

(right to left) A K Sachdeva with 
his wife, and friend Y P Kapoor at 
a Saket polling booth  PIC/MPOST

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: With polling for 
the Municipal Corporations 
elections coming to an end on 
Sunday, exit polls my media 
houses predicted a sweep for 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, with 
the Aam Aadmi party �nishing 
second and Congress coming at 
the third position.

A survey by the Axis India 
Today exit poll for the MCD 
elections 2017 predicted 202-
220 seats for the BJP and 23 to 
35 seats for AAP. �e survey has 
put Congress in the third spot 
with 19 to 31 seats. According 
to ABP News exit polls, BJP is 
set to secure 218, AAP 24 and 
Congress 22 wards.

�e exit polls by the ABP 
news showcased a clean and 
clear win for the BJP. �e survey 
predicted that BJP would win 83 
seats in the South Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation, while the AAP 
and the Congress would win 
nine seats each. “BJP is likely 
to win 88 seats in the North 
MCD. Congress seven seats and 
the AAP six,” stated the survey.

�e survey also showed BJP 
gaining the East Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation with 47 seats, 
while predicting AAP to be run-
ner-up with nine seats and Con-
gress �nishing third with six 
wards. Both Congress and AAP 
had claimed to have done inter-
nal surveys and predicted their 
respective wins in the MCD.

While the Congress had 
claimed that it would win 208 
seats in the MCD, the AAP had 
claimed 218 seats. With the poll-
ing coming to an end on Sunday 
evening, the results are sched-

uled on April 26.
Meanwhile, the Delhi State 

Election Commission on Sun-
day asked two major news chan-
nels to explain their reasons for 
the telecast of the survey they 
made ahead of the MCD polls, 
in which they had projected a 
big win for BJP.

State Election Commis-
sioner S K Srivastava report-
edly said that he has also asked 
the two channels, ABP News 
and Times Now, not to broad-
cast the survey news again.

“We took a suo moto action 
against them as one could see it 
being played on TV. We did not 
have to wait for anyone to come 
with a complaint to us. We have 
demanded an explanation from 
the channels for the survey... it 
was a breach of the Model Code 
of Conduct,” said Srivastava.

�e results of the survey 
were telecast on the eve of the 
Capital’s Municipal elections. 
Sources in the Congress said 
that the party had complained 
to the SEC about the matter.

Exit polls predict 
another sweep for BJP

Meanwhile, the 
State Election 
Commission 
questioned two 
news channels 
for telecasting 
of the survey a 
day ahead of the 
MCD polls, which 
projected a big 
win for BJP

Voters brave heat, only 
to n  na es issing

ZAFAR ABBAS

NEW DELHI: Sakina got up early in the 
morning at her house in Delhi’s Jama 
Masjid area to exercise her right to change 
on Sunday morning. �e MCD Polls gave 
her an opportunity to bring the change 
she desires in the Walled City.

“Cleanliness of the roads is the major 
issue at my place, I wish the netas ful�l 
the promise they make a�er the result is 
out. We desperately need honest Coun-
cillors who could make our place better.” 
Sakina says.

Sakina was not alone. Many residents 
in areas under North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation want their Councillor to 
work for the betterment 
of the area. �e Walled 
City is famous for its her-
itage buildings and hence is a major spot 
for tourist attraction. �e footfall in the 
area signi�es its importance in making 
the place a tourist attraction.

Voters in Karol Bagh, Sadar and Paha-
rganj faced severe tra�c snarls, while 
some were shocked to �nd their names 
were missing from the voters list.

76-year-old Gayatri Devi, a resident of 
Model Town, reached the polling booth 
with her voter ID card despite having dif-
�culty in walking, only to �nd her name 
missing from the list. “Despite seeking 
help from the o�cials here and showing 
them my voter ID, I have to return back 
home without casting my vote. �e o�-
cials say that my name in not in the list 
and nothing can be done now,” she said.

Arvind Sehgal, a resident of Tagore 
Park, could not vote due to the same 
problem. “I tried calling the Election 

Commission helpline number, but am 
not able to get through. I am helpless 
and no help was provided at the polling 

station.”
Vivek, a resident of 

Model Town, having 
GTB Nagar, ward N 14 as his polling 
booth said: “I prefer to go and vote once 
the temperature outside calms down. I 
always vote in the second phase of the 
election day.”

�e initial hours of polling, which 
began at 8 am, witnessed a dismal turn-
out. �e situation, however, improved as 
people trooped out later in the day with 
the intense heatwave waning.  Around 46 
per cent turnout was recorded till 4 PM, 
with North MCD leading the tally among 
the three civic bodies. Polling, however, 
saw a mixed response and the turnout 
increased in the second half of the day.

North MCD has 104 seats and the 
Bakhtawarpur seat witnessed maximum 
voting with 69 percent. Meanwhile, Peer-
agarhi showed the lowest turnout with 46 
percent. �ere were also complaints of 
faulty EVMs in North Delhi’s Burari area.

al ntioning s 
ars oting in oc ets

YOGESH KANT

NEW DELHI: A�er an early morning 
rush, many polling booths were quiet 
throughout Sunday in East Delhi Munici-
pal Corporation; voter turnout peaked 
near the day’s end, touching 50 percent.

By 3 pm, nearly 50 percent voters 
turned out. With the scorching sun begin-
ning to set, a few more voters came out.

In Vishwas Nagar, of a total 2,304 reg-
istered voters at polling booths 25 and 26, 
only around 400 showed up till 1 pm. 490 
out of 980 voters came to polling booth 
30, of ward 58-E, Mustafabad.

A resident of Karawal Nagar and 
a medical professional, Tripti Gautam 
reached the polling 
booth armed with her 
voter ID card, only to 
�nd her name missing from the voters’ list. 
“My sister was very enthusiastic to cast her 
vote for the �rst time in the MCD polls, 
but her name and photo were missing 
from the voter list,” her elder sister said.

�e Election Commission had 
expected around 70 percent turnout this 
time. In 2012 MCD elections, the turnout 
was 55 percent, the highest in 15 years.

Meanwhile, Electronic Voting 
machines (EVM) were reportedly not 
working properly at Patparganj and Mus-
tafabad for a while. Some voters created 
a ruckus outside the polling station in 
Patparganj.   “Another EVM at polling 
station 30 of ward 58-E was not working 
properly for some time,” said Samshad 
Sai�, a Mustafabad-based businessman.

O�cials in Patparganj denied the alle-
gations and said nothing happened, while 
those Mustafabad said there were glitches.

In Krishna Nagar, Anarkali (ward no 
22-E), voter turnout was around 30 per-
cent. Later in the day, heatwave-like con-

dition brought voting to 
an end altogether. 

Deputy Cheif Minis-
ter Manish Sisodia and Water minister 
Kapil Mishra were among the early vot-
ers seen in EDMC areas. Leaders of vari-
ous political parties including the AAP, 
BJP and the Congress, were seen casting 
their votes early in the a�ernoon.

Meanwhile, polling at Maujpur ward 
had been postponed following the death 
of a candidate contesting the election from 
Samajwadi Party.

�e poll for this ward has been 
rescheduled on May 14.

Delhi Police had declared 674 sensitive 
and hypersensitive booths in 64 EDMC 
wards. Interestingly, in addition to the 
poor voting trends, independent candi-
dates across the 64 wards in the jurisdic-
tion of EDMC were seen contesting on 
symbols such as school bag, batsman, 
matchbox, blackboard, glass tumbler, air-
conditioner, envelope and auto-rickshaws.

any in the ar  a o t 
can i ates in ray
ANAND MOHAN J

NEW DELHI: With 104 wards up for 
grabs in South MCD, lack of voters who 
could have tipped the balance in favour 
of a certain party o�set political calcu-
lations, as the harsh weather combined 
with a lack of interest in MCD polls saw 
a dismal turnout.

Voters across South Delhi strategically 
chose to cast their votes under a cloudy 
sky; but the blistering heat and the sum-
mer loo bu�eting them sent them back 
to the con�nes of their respective homes.

Urban wards of Dwarka A, B and C, 
all reserved for woman candidates, were 
deserted when began. Many residents 
instead decided to go for 
morning jogs. “I plan to 
cast my vote around 4 pm, 
but if the weather stays like this, I will only 
be able to do it at 10,” said Jagdish Pan-
dey, an engineer from Dwarka sector-10.

Eventually, voters started streaming 
in, many with no speci�c issues in mind. 
During his interaction with voters, this 
reported found that eight out of ten did 
not vote for any speci�c issue.

A surprising 9 out of 10 voters did 
not know the names of candidates, and 
instead chose to turn the polls into a ref-
erendum on Modi and Kejriwal. “�ere 
are no issues as such. My family is voting 
for Modi,” said Mathrubhoom, a govern-
ment servant. 

In the three wards from Dwarka, Hauz 
Khas, Green Park, Saket voter turnout was 
a dismal 5 percent till 12 pm.

Complicating matters further, the State 
Election Commission’s website report-
edly went down for two hours from 9 am.  

Many voters who had come to cast their 
votes did not �nd their names in the list 
and had to get their names from the site, 

which could no longer be 
accessed. �is is when the 
help desk from the Aam 

Aadmi Party, BJP and Independent can-
didates came to the rescue. �is reporter 
could not �nd any Congress help desk in 
the Dwarka ward.

“�e site has been down for two hours. 
�e SEC should have done this in a system-
atic order, but instead we have this mess” 
said Priyank, a BJP volunteer.

Worried voters found help from the 
help desk and also at times advice on who 
to vote for. “�ere is only one candidate 
and her name is Anuradha from AAP,” 
said AAP volunteer to a voter.

Voter turnout peaked to 35-40 percent 
in wards of Hauz Khas, Malviya Nagar and 
Greater Kailash, only to fall short of a satis-
factory mark. “My boss, who owns several 
houses in South Delhi, did not vote. He 
told me that no party will deliver. Look at 
his privilege, my name did not even �gure 
in the list,” said Lalit, a driver.

r an illages co e to ote in 
ro es to ent o t their r stration

PIYUSH OHRIE

NEW DELHI: Sunday’s 
Municipal Corporation elec-
tions were another opportunity 
for residents of urban Delhi to 
express their anger by getting 
their �nger inked.

Residents of urban villages 
like Shahpur Jat, Begum Pur, 
Ghitorni and Lado Sarai rued 
about the dissatisfaction with 
the civic authorities.

�e blazing summer did 
not deter several voters in these 
areas to come with their family 
cast their votes.

Many urban voters said 
that though they had pro-
gressed �nancially, the civic 
woes in their areas remained 
unattended.

Along with corruption in 
the civic bodies, major com-
plaints included irregular 
water supply, poor quality of 

sewers, lack of good parks and 
poor quality of education and 
healthcare provided in munici-
pal schools and hospitals.

Ankita Pawar of Shahpur 
Jat said she is hopeful that 
things will change for better 
through Sundays’ of voting.

“�ere is no denying that 
the rich and upper middle class 
come in fewer numbers to vote. 
Even though the turnout may 
not be large, residents of urban 
villages do come out and vote 
because many feel that their 
needs are not addressed well by 
authorities,” said Pawar, whose 
family came out to her vote too.

“Even though we are sur-
rounded by one of the posh and 
the richest areas in the city, the 
sewage system in our village 
has not been improved at all. 
In monsoons, the residents face 
extremely di�cult time to even 
walk.

“�ere is also no e�ective 
garbage disposal system in our 
area and no improvements 
have been made to improve 
the quality of education and 
healthcare in our area. It is dis-
appointing that even though 
the municipal elections should 
be based on issues, there was 
emphasis on rhetoric than solu-
tions,” added Panwar.

Further highlighting the 
woes of voters in urban vil-
lages, Ramdhir Yadav a voter 
from Aya Nagar said, “Over 
the years, voters in the urban 
villages have changed. With 
many urban villages in Delhi 
having rented outlets, more 
tenants as voters compared to 
landlords. Rich landlords have 
become indi�erent to voting, 
but the tenants feel that this is 
another opportunity for them 
to change their lives by voting 
for the right candidate.”

Vigilant security 
personnel ensure 
smooth polling
OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Elaborate secu-
rity arrangements were seen at 
polling booths across Delhi, 
with Delhi Police personnel, 
along with the paramilitary 
forces and Home Guards stand-
ing on vigil to ensure peaceful 
conduct of the Municipal Cor-
poration polls.

�ere were 13,022 booths in 
total and various Delhi Police 
units, paramilitary, CAPF (Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces) per-
sonnel were deployed to ensure 
that no untoward incidents took 
place. “As many as 56,256 per-
sonnel were deployed for the 
elections. �ere were 40 compa-
nies of paramilitary and CAPF 
personnel and 20,000 Home 
Guards deployed. Apart from 
this, various Delhi Police units 
looked a�er their areas,” said a 
senior police o�cer.

Senior police o�cers were 
seen patrolling their respective 
areas near the booths to ensure 
proper and smooth polling and 
ensuring safe voting.

�e o�cer said that sensi-
tive and hypersensitive booths 
had already been identi�ed on 
parameters, including number 
of cases registered in the area, 
demographic composition, and 
experience during previous elec-
tions. Excessive precautionary 
measures were taken on these 
booths. “�ere were 573 sen-
sitive and 197 hypersensitive 
premises respectively that we 
identi�ed. Out of the 13,022 
booths, 3,284 were declared sen-
sitive and 1,464 hypersensitive,” 
the o�cer added.

ANAND MOHAN J

NEW DELHI: “When I am 
alone in the booth and have 
to cast my vote, my heart skips 
a beat. My decision will have 
consequences, even if I go 
back to selling eggs for a liv-
ing,” said Rakesh, a resident of 
Uttam Nagar.

�e harsh weather and the 
lack of interest in the MCD 
polls, may have deterred the 
urban voters in South MCD, 
but for the voters in the rural 
belt of South and South West 
Delhi, politics is a part of their 
daily lives and the MCD polls 
was their idea of taking out 
their pent up anger on the can-
didates who neglected them for 
�ve years. �e polling booths 
in Uttam Nagar, Dichao Kalan, 
Najafgarh, Nawada, Chhawla, 
Bindapur and the other rural 
polling centres saw a charged 
up atmosphere. �e average 
voter turnout hovered around 
35 percent till 2 pm.

Voters did not shy away 
from bearing their political 
orientations out in the open. 
Many groups had also clashed 
in impromptu debates outside 
polling booths. Diatribes were 
traded, only to receive a �urry 
of counter attacks, stunning 
their opponents.

“�e BJP Councillor does 
all the work and they claim the 
credit. All they are concerned 
about is their Rs 16,000 thali,” 
said Krishan Gupta, a BJP sup-
porter in Uttam Nagar, only to 
be stopped midway in his argu-
ment by Imtiaz. “You changed 

all your batsmen (BJP candi-
dates), and now try to act clean. 
�e previous BJP Councillor 
still has not come out. He grows 
fat sitting inside his air condi-
tioned room,” Imtiaz replied, to 
a gu�aw of laughter.

For many voters in the 
rural belts, the candidates 
work, decided their vote rather 
than the party. �is reporter 
found in polling booths of 
Uttam Nagar, Dichaon Kalan, 
Roshanpura and Najafgarh, 7 
out of ten voters could recollect 
their candidate’s name. In fact, 
4 out of 10 voters could also 
recollect their previous work 
and also their criminal records.

“�e candidates are not 
NRI’s parachuted from aboard. 
�ey grew among us and have 
worked for our community. I 
will vote for Leena Asiwal from 
AAP as she has worked for us, 
the other candidates are also 
impressive,” said Kishore, an 
Uttam Nagar ward voter.

Many of the rural voters 
had to travel in busses, trac-
tors and a wide array of three 
wheelers to reach their polling 
booths. �e core issues remain 
the same: Water, sanitation and 
health.

PIYUSH OHRIE & POOJA SAPRA

NEW DELHI: �e scorching 
summer a�ernoon may have 
provided an excuse for many 
Delhi residents to not come out 
and vote.

However, notwithstanding 
such limitations, the elderly 
voters in Delhi came in sub-
stantial number to exercise 
their democratic right.

Many octogenarian vot-
ers were accompanied by their 
grand children. �ere were also 
some who came to cast their 
votes despite their frail health.

Among such voters was 
86-year-old CR Khanna of 
Saket. Khanna’s son said that 
though his mother was in ICU, 
his father felt the responsibility 
to come out and cast his vote.

“I have a strong political 
ideology and I feel that it is 
important to express it but this 
is my personal choice. I feel that 
every citizen who is eligible to 
vote must exercise his right as 
this shows that the citizen is not 
only concerned about his prog-
ress but also fellow citizens,” 
said Khanna.

Many polling booths, 
including those in Civil Lines 
and GTB Nagar, lacked the 
basic facility of wheelchairs for 
senior citizens, which caused 
hindrance for them to vote.

Vehicles with senior citi-
zens were also not allowed 
beyond the main entrance gate 
of the polling station, leaving 
them with no option but to 
walk all the way to the booth.

Pushpa Mohindra, a nona-
genarian woman and a retired 
principle of a government 
school, was seen boldly cast-

ing her vote at the Civil Lines 
polling booth. She could barely 
walk but was helped by police 
o�cials and her family mem-
ber, who almost had to li� her.

“Senior citizens come in 
huge numbers to cast their 
votes. If nothing else, a wheel-
chair should be present at every 
booth to help aged people like 
us,” Mohindra said.

Meanwhile, 52-year-old 
Praveen Kumar came well-
equipped to his polling booth, 
with his wheelchair accompa-
nied by his daughter-in-law.

Kumar expressed his hap-
piness on the governance of 
the ruling party and showed 
full support.

Polling booths in GTB 
Nagar seemed to have almost 
the same condition as those in 
Civil Lines. An elderly voter, 
assisted by his grandson Rajeev, 
was a �rst time voter and 
seemed clueless on his way to 
reach the booth.

“It feels as if the Election 
Commission has forgotten 
that senior citizens come to 
cast their votes. How can my 
grandfather manage to stand in 
such a rising temperature with 
no wheelchair?” said Rajeev.

Braving harsh 
weather, rural voters 
show their strength

Elderly lead the way, 
urge youth to vote

Sanitation a 
major issue for 

first ti e oters
POOJA SAPRA

NEW DELHI: Sanitation and 
better roads were the key issues 
behind a majority of the vot-
er’s choice for their preferred 
candidate in the Delhi Munic-
ipal Corporation Elections on 
Sunday.

Sanitation is a major plank 
this year, with lack of  it leading 
to deadly diseases like Dengue, 
Chikungunya etc last year.

Over 1.1 lakh �rst-time vot-
ers exercised their right on Sun-
day. Among them was Shaurya 
Arora. Arora, from north Delhi’s 
Model Town, said that in his 
area the condition of the roads 
was poor.

“�e road outside my house 
had been dug for some water 
pipeline work underground. Just 
some �lling of mud had been 
done to avoid anyone falling. It 
has been quite a time now and 
the road still remains the same 
as it was,” Arora added.

Prerna Sarna, a �rst-time 
voter from Roop Nagar said, 
“I want to see a change in the 
poor sanitation management in 
my area, which causes vector-
borne diseases such as dengue 
and chikungunya in the mon-
soon. I have voted for better 
cleanliness.” Sapna, a resident 
of Kamla Nagar, said, “In my 
area, there is �lth everywhere. 
Sanitation workers do not come 
on time. �ere is no proper sani-
tation management. I have cast 
my vote against �lth.”

Moreover, for the �rst time, 
the ‘None of the Above’ (NOTA) 
option was made available in the 
MCD polls. 

SOUTH MCD EAST MCDNORTH MCD

92-year-old Krishna Madan 
coming to vote PIC/ANUP VERMA

PIC/ANAND MOHAN J PIC/NAVEEN SHARMA PIC/NAVEEN SHARMA

PIC/ANAND MOHAN J
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Nuns coming out of the polling station after casting their vote for MCD election in New Delhi on Sunday PIC/NAVEEN SHARMA

BRIEFSCITY

POLLING IN TWO WARDS POSTPONED 
DUE TO DEATH OF CANDIDATES
NEW DELHI: Municipal elections to two wards in Delhi 
have been postponed due to the death of two candi-
dates, an official said on Sunday. The two wards are 
Maujpur in East Delhi and Sarai Pipal in North Delhi. 
Both candidates belonged to the Samajwadi Party. 
"Elections to the two wards have been postponed. 
While polling in Maujpur will be held on May 14, in 
Sarai Pipal it will take place on May 21," a senior 
official of Delhi State Election Commission said. When 
contacted, Delhi SP spokesperson R S Yadav said, 
"Both the candidates were aged between 40 to 45 
years. While our Maujpur candidate was a woman 
who died a natural death, our Sarai Pipal candidate 
was a man who died from shock."  Yadav, however, 
said this setback will not affect the performance of 
the party in the high-stakes elections, for which the SP 
had fronted its big leaders as star campaigners. "We 
are hopeful of winning 15 out of the 28 seats," the SP 
leader said. The erstwhile unified Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi was trifurcated into North, South and East 
Delhi Municipal Corporations in 2012. NDMC and the 
SDMC have 104 seats each while the EDMC has 64.

Minister of State Rao Inderjit Singh (2nd from left) and Finance 
Secretary Ashok Lavasa (3rd from left) release a magazine at 15th 
Old Students Association Distinguished Alumni Awards function at 
Hindu College in New Delhi on Saturday PIC/NAVEEN SHARMA

Three buffalo traders thrashed 
by animal welfare activists

The police arrested the three injured traders on charges of cruelty to animals after 
they were released from the hospital; cops are still looking for the attackers
ZAFAR ABBAS

NEW DELHI: While trans-
porting bu�aloes to Gazipur 
Mandi from Pataudi in Hary-
ana, three men were inter-
cepted and brutally assaulted 
by a group of men claiming 
to be from the charitable trust 
organisation ‘People for Ani-
mals’ near Kalkaji on Saturday 
night.

�e police arrested the 
three injured traders on charges 
of cruelty to animals a�er they 
were released from the hospital.

However, the cops are still 
looking for the attackers and 
have asked the suspects to join 
the probe.

Around midnight on April 
22, a PCR in Delhi received a 
call from animal welfare activ-
ist Gaurav Gupta, a member 
of the organisation 'People for 
Animals', about a truck that 
was allegedly transporting ani-
mals illegally.

On reaching the spot, cops 
discovered that the three men 
had been brutally beaten up 
members of the organisation.

One of them had severe 
bleeding under his eye. Follow-
ing this, the victims were taken 
to the AIIMS Trauma Centre.

�e cattle traders have been 
identi�ed as Ashu and Kamil, 
while the driver of the truck 
has been identi�ed as Rizwan.

“We have arrested them 
under the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals act as they 
lacked necessary papers. �ey 
were later released on bail,” said 
a senior police o�cer.

All three are residents 
of Pataudi and are in their 
twenties.

�e three were on their 
way to sell the bu�aloes at the 
Ghazipur Mandi, when they 
were waylaid on the road oppo-
site Kalkaji Mandir.

One of the traders sustained 
a deep cut under his eye but the 
rest survived minor injuries, 
said cops.

“�e three men have 
received simple injuries on face 
and lips,” said DCP South East, 
Romil Baniya.

Both the truck and the 14 
bu�aloes are currently under 

custody in Tis Hazari.
Police stated that they could 

not ascertain if cow vigilantes 
were involved in the incident, 
but added that they were prob-
ing the role of animal welfare 
activists from the People for 
Animals group.

“My son Kamil has been 
badly beaten up by the mob 
of 15-16 men. Close to 50 men 
stood watching but none inter-
vened. He is complaining of 
pain in his ribs. His mother 
could not stop crying when we 
heard the news of the attack,” 
said Tayyib, Kamil's father.

�e cops have registered a 
case under sections 323, 341/34 
of the Indian Penal Code 
against those involved in the 
attack and have asked them to 
join the investigation.

Meanwhile, police have also 
been informed that Gaurav 
Gupta's membership had 
ended with the PFA.

�e NGO later in the day 
disabled its website, wherein 
Gupta and his brother Saurabh 
were mentioned as members of 
its Delhi unit.

IAF corporal thrashed, 
robbed of belongings

ANAND MOHAN J

NEW DELHI: In a shameful 
incident, an Indian Air Force 
corporal, was mercilessly 
thrashed and robbed of his 
belongings by group of men 
in South East Delhi’s Sangam 
Vihar area on �ursday.

�e o�cer was caught in 
the melee a�er his motorcycle 
allegedly brushed past their car, 
a�er which the youths brought 
the tra�c to a standstill and 
beat him in broad daylight.

�e entire incident was 
captured on a cell phone of a 
passerby and was shared on all 
social networking sites invit-
ing the ire from all quarters of 
society.

All the accused have been 
identi�ed and arrested. Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (south 
east) Romil Baniya said that the 
victim was identi�ed as Sujay 
Kumar Sikandar, a corporal in 
the Indian Air Force, posted at 
Tughlakabad.

�e accused were identi�ed 
as Nitin Gupta, Isa and Neeraj 
who were picked up from dif-
ferent parts of the city.

Police claimed that Nitin 
works as a milk supplier in 
Malviya Nagar.

Police claimed that Nitin 
works as a milk supplier in 
Malviya Nagar while Isa works 

as a storekeeper at a hotel in 
Mehrauli and Neeraj as a 
bouncer at a club in Vasant 
Vihar.

According to police, the 
incident took place on April 
20 when Sikandar’s motorcycle 
brushed past a Swi� car.

�e group overtook his 
bike and stopped him on the 
Mehrauli-Badarpur Road near 
Batra Hospital.

Nitin Gupta,and Isa came 
out of the car and started 
assaulting the o�cer and his 
colleague, Sikander told the 
police.

�e complainant further 
claimed that in the meantime, 
another car pulled up and its 
driver got into an argument 

over the road getting blocked.
�e three of them then 

dragged him and robbed his 
Identi�cation card as well as 
the registration certi�cate of 
his motorcycle.

Acting on the complaint the 
police managed to arrest all the 
accused , and recovered all the 
stolen items.

A case under sections 392 
(Punishment for robbery), 
/279 (Rash driving or riding 
on a public way), 323 (Pun-
ishment for voluntarily caus-
ing hurt) and 34 (Acts done 
by several persons in further-
ance of common intention) of  
Indian Penal Code has been 
registered at Sangam Vihar 
police station.

Dedicated cell to guide 
investors, homebuyers 

in Noida to come up
OUR CORRESPONDENT

NOIDA: �e Noida authority 
is planning to form a 
dedicated cell for investors and 
homebuyers, which will inform 
them about the legal status of a 
realty project.

�e cell will be designed 
to protect the buyers from 
getting harassed and cheated by 
realtors. �e buyers will be able 
to get necessary details about 
any particular housing project.

Amit Mohan Prasad, CEO, 
Noida Authority, said: “In order 
to ensure transparency in the 
public work, we have come up 
with an idea to form such a 
cell which will protect buyers' 
interest.  We are discussing 
the formation of the cell, 
its objective and scope. We 
may take a nominal fees of 
somewhere between Rs 100 to 
Rs 500. �e information seeker 
will get the details within seven 
days”.

Such a cell is required in 
Noida because many developers 
build illegal housing projects 
without getting the necessary 
approvals from the authority.

Unsuspecting buyers, who 
invest their lifetime savings 
into a realty project, o�en 
remains totally unaware of the 
malpractices resorted to by the 

builder.
In the end, the homebuyers 

su�er when the authority 
seals or demolishes the illegal 
housing projects.

“�e objective of the cell 
will be to furnish desired 
details about a particular 
housing project to an investor 
or homebuyer. �e cell will 
help homebuyers who at 
times are cheated by realtors 
who develop illegal housing 
projects. �ough we have 
not set a deadline yet for the 
formation of the cell, we will do 
it soon” added Prasad.

�e need for forming such 
a cell is aimed at protecting 
the interests of thousands of 
homebuyers across the city, 
many of whom get cheated by 
unscrupulous builders.

With the introduction of 
the investors' cell, prospective 
buyers would have access to 
details about a project stuck for 
any reason and whether it has 
any land dues or not.

Currently, there are around 
80 housing projects in limbo 
Noida due to various reasons.

�e Noida authority needs 
to recover Rs 7,200 crore in  
land dues from builders. �e 
cell will stop buyers from 
investing in a defaulter builder's 
project.

ZAFAR ABBAS

NEW DELHI: 24-year-old 
Sanjar Abdul Hafeez is all set 
to make a new record.

�e exuberant young man 
has been more than will-
ing to rise up early in the  
morning and rush towards the 
polling booth on each polling 
day.

He claims he has been the 
'�rst voter' to cast his vote at 
his booth in Jamia Nagar for  
the past some years. He says  
this gives him immense 
satisfaction.

"I got up at 6 am on Sun-
day and rushed to my poll-
ing booth. I am in a habit of  
voting �rst on the polling 
day. �is might make me  
unique but I do feel happy 
with it.

"�e election o�cers  
greet me with a smile as I am 
their �rst Voter" Sanjar, an IT 
professional, replied with a 
grin.

He has been doing this for 
quite some time now.

Sanjar recalls how he 
rushed to the polling in the 
2012 MCD elections to cast 
his vote and did the same 
in the 2015 Delhi Assembly 
elections.

"I want to make it a record 
for myself. Voting �rst is 
always fun and I just want 
to turn it into a habit. I feel 
dejected when I see a low voter 
turnout," Sanjar said.

This early bird 
voter aims to 

set new record

OUR CORRESPONDENT

GREATER NOIDA: With 
senior IAS o�cer Prabhat 
Kumar taking the reins of 
Greater Noida and Yamuna 
Expressway authorities, devel-
opment activities are likely to 
speed up as the o�cer with 
a clean image considers his 
“top priority to recover the  
dues from developers who col-
lectively owe both the author-
ities more than Rs 10,000 
crore and to sort out issues 
being faced by hundreds of 
homebuyers”.

“We will ensure the imple-
mentation of law keeping in 
mind equity, justice and good 
consciousness. Our objective 
is not to hassle anybody but 
to establish ourselves” said 
Kumar.

�e chairman also sought 
to resolve the issues between 
the builders and the home-
buyers. Many homebuyers 
in Greater Noida have been 
harassed and cheated by the 
realtors for several years.

“Considering my top pri-
ority to protect the interest of 
home buyers and recover the 
dues, I will not hesitate in initi-
ating action against developers 
indulging in cheating. Besides, 
anyone involved in corrupt 
practices would be taken to 

task. ” said Kumar.
“We have already started 

to form a committee to probe 
into the matter. �e committee 
will submit the report within a 
week. We will decide the mea-
sures to be opted, a�er that. 
Even if we have to �le crimi-
nal complaints, we will do so 
and ensure that penal action 
is taken. Because of the out-
standing dues, a lot of impor-
tant work has been stalled and 
adversely a�ected. If we cannot 
recover the money, it will be 

di�cult for the development 
authorities to function,” added 
Kumar.

Kumar had served as the 
deputy Chief Executive O�cer 
of Noida Authority from Janu-
ary 1996 to April 1997, under 
PK Mishra, the then CEO.

During his tenure, he had 
unearthed corruption cases 
against several o�cials, includ-
ing then Chief Engineer who 
was suspended on the basis of 
his probe report.

Kumar played a crucial 
role in sending former Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Secretary Neera 
Yadav to jail.

Yadav was sentenced 
to three years of rigorous  
imprisonment on November 
20, 2012, in connection with 
irregular allotment of plots  
in Noida.

Recovery of dues from realtors a 
priority for top Noida official

Senior IAS officer Prabhat Kumar, 
after taking the reins of Greater Noida 
and Yamuna Expressway authorities, 
is looking to speed up development 
activities

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: An average 78 
calls per hour, more than one 
every single minute, was on 
Sunday received by the Delhi 
Police related to the MCD elec-
tions, with most of them being 
about candidates indulging in 
poll "campaigning".

Between 8 AM and 7 PM, 
the police o�cials received a 
total of 865 calls, according to 
a police data.

As many as 127 calls were 
received from Rohini district, 
the maximum from any dis-
trict, followed by 107 calls in 
outer district.

Only a single call was 
received from the New Delhi 
district, which did not go to 
polls since it falls under the 
New Delhi Municipal Council.

�e north district received 
31 calls, the least among all the 
districts that went to polls.

�e police control room 
(PCR) sta� handled 121 calls 
between 10-11 AM, which 
turned out to be the busiest 
hour for them.

Most of the calls pertained 
to campaigning, followed by 
calls about quarrels and "fake 
voting".

While 186 calls were about 
candidates "campaigning" dur-
ing elections, 144 were about 
quarrel and 118 were about 
"fake voting".

Ten calls were about  
defective EVMs and four 
calls were about liquor being 
distributed.

As many as 328 hoax calls 
were received, according to the 
data.

More than 1 PCR call 
every minute during 
MCD polls, total 865

NEW DELHI: �e Delhi Metro 
Rail Corporation (DMRC) 
is conducting a month-long 
'Customer Satisfaction Survey' 
Monday onwards through its 
website to assess how its ser-
vices can be improved.

�e survey, which is a part 
of an international initiative by 
Railway and Transport Strat-
egy Centre of Imperial College 
London in 24 metros across the 
world, will be conducted till 
May 21, a press note released 
by the DMRC said.

�e questionnaire shall 
cover aspects like overall sat-
isfaction, availability, accessi-
bility, ease of use, information 
prior to and during travel, reli-
ability, customer care, comfort, 
crowding, security etc and will 
be available on DMRC's web-
site - www.delhimetrorail.com.

"�is international survey 
is being conducted by Railway 
and Transport Strategy Cen-
tre of Imperial College London 
which also coordinates work-
ing of CoMET and NOVA 
group. �e survey will be con-
ducted across 24 metros of the 
world.

"�e questions will be 
objective type with multiple 
options so that the respondents 
can �nish the questionnaires 
within three to �ve minutes," 
DMRC said.

DMRC to 
conduct online 
survey on its 

services

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: �e young vot-
ers on Sunday came out to 
exercise their franchise in the 
municipal polls, but some won-
dered if their votes are actually 
translated into actions by the 
winning candidates.

Rohit Sharma (26), who was 
in New Zealand a few days ago, 
said he changed his travel plan 
to be present in Delhi on the 
polling day.

A resident of Kashmere 
Gate area, he went to a polling 
station, along with his young 
friends and family members.

Sharma is among the 1.1 
lakh �rst time voters.

Another �rst-timer 
Praveen, 26, travelled a distance 
of about seven kilometres to 
reach the polling booth.

"As a youth I have to do 
my job, so I came here to vote. 
But, sometimes I wonder, we 
youth vote but does it actually 
translate into actions we seek. 
Quite o�en not. I really hope 
this time, there will be a change 
and the MCD would not been 
seen with disdain," he said.

Battling scorching heat, sis-
ters Kirti (23) and Akansha (22) 
came along with their mother 
with their youngest sister in 
tow, to vote in Chandni Chowk 
ward.

"We really want that our 
councillor use our votes to 
e�ect changes and not sit on it. 
Sometimes we feel disillusioned 
about politicians but not voting 
and wasting a mandate would 
be equally bad," Kirti said.

Hope councillors 
this time will 
or  sa  first 
time voters

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: North Delhi's 
Bakhtawarpur ward on Sunday 
polled the highest number of 
votes, while Lado Sarai in south 
Delhi registered the lowest 
turnout.

"Bakhtawarpur ward saw 
the highest turnout at nearly 
69 per cent, while Lado Sarai 
polled 39.14 per cent," Delhi 
State Election Commissioner 
S K Srivastava told reporters.

In NDMC area, Peeragarhi 
ward registered the lowest 
turnout at 46 per cent.

In SDMC area, Madipur 
earned 61.6 per cent turnout 
and Zahir Nagar witnessed the 
lowest at 41 per cent, Srivastava 
said.

In EDMC area, Sunder 
Nagri polled the highest at 
63.62 per cent while Shakarpur 
register the lowest at 48.78 per 
cent, he added.

�is was the second 
municipal election here since 
the trifurcation of Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi in 2012. 
In the last polls, the turnout of 
53.23 per cent, while on Sunday 
it stood around 54 per cent.

In the 2012 polls, 
Bakhtawarpur ward had polled 
the highest in north Delhi, 
while Raghuver Vihar in south 
Delhi polled 80.99 per cent, the 
highest across the wards in the 
three corporations.

According to the 
Commission, EDMC in 2012 

polled the highest at Harsh 
Vihar at 66.80 per cent, while 
Mandawali saw the lowest at 
48.15 per cent.

�e lowest across all the 
wards in the capital in the last 
polls was seen at Paschim Vihar 
at 14.34 per cent.

R K Puram area registered 
35.60 per cent votes, the lowest 
in south Delhi in 2012.

In Sunday's polls, Mahavir 
Enclave ward in SDMC area 
had maximum electors at 
72,824 and minimum in 
Kapashera at 18,390.

Bakhtawarpur polls highest 
votes, Lado Sarai lowest

In the 2012 polls, Bakhtawarpur 
ward had polled the highest in north 
Delhi, while Raghuver Vihar in south 
Delhi polled 80.99 per cent, the 
highest across the wards in the three 
corporations

Ashu, who was beaten up by the animal welfare activists PIC/MPOST

Sujay Kumar Sikandar, the corporal PIC/MPOST
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BRIEFSNATION
HRD MAY FORMULATE COMMON HINDI 
TEACHING SCHEME FOR VARSITIES 
NEW DELHI: Universities and higher education 
institutions across the country may soon implement 
a “common Hindi teaching scheme” with recom-
mendations of a parliamentary panel in this regard 
getting the president’s nod. Also, universities without 
Hindi department may be asked to establish one. 
All educational institutions shall also be asked to fix 
a minimum level of Hindi education. Besides, stu-
dents in varsities and institutions in non- Hindi states, 
where they are not given the option of appearing 
in exams or interviews in Hindi, must be allowed the 
option of writing answers in their mother language. 
The move may invite criticism and opposition from 
several state universities with various groups of 
students already petitioning President Pranab 
Mukherjee against “forceful Hindi imposition”.

SURVEYS TO TRACE MISSING SPRINGS 
IN HIMALAYAN STATES 
NEW DELHI: Surveys to trace missing springs in hilly 
pockets of the Himalayas from the region stretch-
ing from Jammu and Kashmir to the North East will 
be conducted by the Centre to find a solution to 
water woes of locals. This is the first such exercise 
to be conducted by the Centre. The surveys will be 
conducted in collaboration with state governments, 
officials in the water resources ministry said. The 
Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) has already 
submitted a proposal to the ministry to conduct pilot 
studies in Uttarakhand and Sikkim in the project’s 
first phase. Rejuvenation of springs, which will be 
identified as potential resources of water in the 
first phase, will take place in the second leg of the 
project, which is expected to take off “soon” after 
the ministry approves it, they said.

TALK OF WOMEN ABROAD, THEIR ROLE IN 
PROJECTING INDIA’S SOFT POWER: GOM 
NEW DELHI: A ministerial group set up to examine 
the draft National Policy for Women has suggested 
the document cover issues relating to women living 
outside the country and highlight their contribution 
in projecting India’s ‘soft power’ abroad. The Group 
of Ministers (GoM), chaired by External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj, has also suggested involv-
ing women in launching awareness drives on issues 
like public toilets for women and their health issues, 
including reproductive and nutritional needs. It also 
recommended that the achievements of Indian 
women post-Independence be properly acknowl-
edged and their status and participation in new 
areas mentioned to underline their increasing role in 
various fields, a government official said.

OUR CORRESPONDENT

HYDERABAD: �e Indian 
Space Research Organisation 
is trying to increase its capac-
ity to deliver by scaling up 
the frequency of launches to 
12 per year from the seven at 
present by building more sat-
ellites and lowering the cost of 
access to space.

"Earlier, we were doing 
2-3 (launches) per year, then 
we increased it to 4-5, last 
few years we have been doing 
seven launches," space agency 
Chairman A S Kiran Kumar 

said. "Now, we are trying to go 
up to 8-9 PSLV per year, two 
GSLV-Mk II and one GSLV-
Mk III. Total about 12 per 
year," he said.

ISRO is trying to increase 
its capacity to deliver by 
scaling up the frequency of 
launches by building more 
satellites, lowering the cost of 
access to space and also to do 
heavier satellite launches, the 
Chairman said.

�e space agency is in the 
process of constructing a sec-
ond vehicle assembly build-
ing to improve the turnaround 

time and throughput for the 
PSLV so that with the same 
launch pad ISRO can do more 
launches, he said.

Kiran Kumar said approval 
for a proposal to build a space 
station was yet to come.

ISRO plans to undertake 
the Chandrayaan-2 mission 
in the �rst quarter of the next 
calendar year, he said.

"It (Chandrayaan-2) is a 
fully Indian a�air. �ere is no 
Russian participation in that," 
Kiran Kumar said.

"All the developments 
required for that, all the vari-
able thrust engines, lander, 
rover....all that work is going 
on and we are getting ready for 
this launch," he said.

NEW DELHI: Appreciating 
that Indo-Israel ties were more 
"visible" a�er the Modi gov-
ernment has come to power, 
Israel said on Sunday that 
India's policy of not having a 
"zero-sum game" while deal-
ing with the Jewish nation and 
the Arab countries has sent a 
strong message.

Ahead of �rst prime 
ministerial visit from India, 
expected to take place in 
July, Israeli Ambassador here 
Daniel Carmon also strongly 
pitched for deeper coopera-
tion in strategic ties, spread 
over wide-ranging sectors, 
including, defence, security, 
agriculture, education and 
culture.

�ere is a lot of "visibility" 
in Indo-Israel relations a�er 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has come to power and 
the Jewish nation respects that 
change, Carmon said.

"India's policy of not hav-
ing a zero-sum game while 
dealing with Israel and the 
Arab nations has sent a posi-

tive message.
"�e relations between 

India and Israel did not start 
in 2014, but what has changed 
is the visibility of things that 
we are doing together. What 
has changed is the very impor-
tant and very much respected 
in Israel," Carmon said.

�e Israeli Ambassador 
also said that there may be a 
change in the declaration and 
policy of India a�er the Modi- 
led government has came  
to power.

�e current NDA dis-
pensation has been very  
open about its relations with 
Israel as compared to the 
Manmohan Singh govern-
ment, which was cautious in 
openly �aunting India's ties 
with Israel.

As India and Israel cele-
brate 25 years of their diplo-
matic relations this year, Modi 
is expected to visit the Middle 
Eastern country in July dur-
ing which the two sides are 
expected to �nalise pacts in 
key sectors.  MPOST

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: A ra� of mega 
defence deals including pro-
curement of an air defence sys-
tem for the Indian Navy are 
likely to be sealed during Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
upcoming visit to Israel which 
will be �rst by an Indian PM to 
the Jewish nation.

Ahead of the visit, which 
is likely to take place in July, 
Israeli envoy Daniel Carmon 
said it will be a "big" visit, 
re�ecting the depth of coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries in a range of key areas.

�e much-awaited deal for 
Barak-8 air defence missile 
systems for the navy and pro-
curement of Spike anti-tank 
missiles for the Indian Army 
are expected to be �rmed up 
during Modi's visit to Tel Aviv.

"India, Israel relations are 
big enough. �e visit, when it 
takes place, will be a very very 
important visit. It will be one of 
the most important visits that 
Israel has witnessed in many 
many years," Israeli Ambassa-
dor Daniel Carmon said.

Modi's visit coincides with 
the establishment of 25 years of 
diplomatic relations between 
the two countries.

A number of other defence 
deals are also likely to be dis-
cussed. Asked about speci�c 
defence deals, the envoy only 
said the relationship has gone 
beyond buying and selling 
and that the two countries are 
now focussing majorly on joint 
research and development.

"Israel has very good rela-
tions with India and the rela-
tionship has various facets 
including defence," he said.

People familiar with 
defence relations say the two 
multi-billion dollar acquisition 
deals are likely to be �nalised 
during the PM's trip.

India is the largest buyer 
of Israel's military hardware 
and the latter has been supply-
ing various weapon systems, 
missiles and unmanned aer-
ial vehicles over the last few 
years but the transactions have 
largely remained behind the 
curtains.

In February, India had 
cleared a Rs 17,000 crore deal 
for jointly developing with 
Israel a medium-range surface-
to-air missile (MR-SAM) for 
the army. A formal announce-
ment on the deal is likely 
to take place during Modi's 
maiden trip.

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: A comprehen-
sive plan should be devised to 
handle the issue of missing �les 
which has become a "stum-
bling block" in implementing 
the Right to Information (RTI) 
Act, the Central Information 
Commission has told the 
Department of Personnel and 
Training. �e Commission also 
made it clear that 'missing-�les' 
is no defence and it cannot be 
used as an excuse to deny infor-
mation. It has issued a show-
cause notice to o�cials of the 
Labour Ministry for giving the 
excuse of missing �les allegedly 
for covering up delay in fur-
nishing information or avoid-
ing uncomfortable queries.

"What is the policy of Gov-
ernment of India or concerned 

states to deal with the cases of 
missing �les? Under Section 
4(1)(c) of the RTI Act it is man-
datory to publish all relevant 
facts while formulating impor-
tant policies or announcing the 
decisions which a�ect public," 
Information Commissioner 
Sridhar Acharyulu held.

He was hearing a plea by 
Balendra Kumar who had 
�led an RTI application with 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Employment to which the 
Central Public Information 
O�cer had said the "�le was 
not traceable". "�e Commis-
sion recommends DoPT to 
come up with comprehensive 
plan, policy and action pro-
gram to tackle the issue of 
missing �les which become a 
stumbling block in implemen-
tation of RTI, devise means 

and resources for implement-
ing Public Records Act, 1993," 
he said. He said missing �les 
could be a potential strategy to 
undermine the rule of law and 
criminal justice systems besides 
facilitating several white-collar 
criminals in the public authori-
ties to escape.

Only a �le which might 

contain proof of irregularities 
or corruption would go miss-
ing, he pointed out.

Acharyulu said that accord-
ing to the Public Records Act, 
the records o�cer shall, in 
the event of any unauthorised 
removal, destruction, deface-
ment or alteration of any public 
records under his charge, forth-

with take appropriate action for 
the recovery or restoration of 
such public records.

"In hundreds of cases of sec-
ond appeals, this Commission 
could not �nd that any pub-
lic authority has a record to 
explain that any such appropri-
ate action for recovery or res-
toration was taken," he noted.

He said the plea of missing 
�le itself is the proof of denial 
of right to information of the 
appellant. "It is pathetic that 
the CPIO or his public author-
ity, who attend the second 
appeals simply spell the man-
tra of 'missing �le' and keep 
silent," he said.

Acharyulu said there are 
instances of missing �les in 
public o�ces where they 
have to permanently main-
tain certain public records. 

"For instance a University has 
to preserve and make accessi-
ble for veri�cation, the records 
pertaining to education, such 
as BA BSc or MA, MSc, etc. 
Registration department also 
lost a registered sale deed, or 
will deed or marriage records," 
Acharyulu said.

Acharyulu had ordered 
disclosure of Delhi University 
records pertaining for 1978, 
the year Narendra Modi (now 
the Prime Minister) had passed 
out. He said if Government of 
India or a particular state does 
not have any policy to tackle 
the problem of missing �les in 
public o�ces, that becomes the 
policy of the government not 
to have anything to do with it.

"�at naturally a�ects the 
entire administration and pub-
lic at large," he said.

NEW DELHI: �e Ministry 
of External A�airs has made 
a provision enabling people to 
apply online for passports in 
Hindi.

�e move comes a�er 
President Pranab Mukherjee 
recently accepted recommen-
dations made in this regard by 
the Committee of Parliament 
on O�cial Language via its 
ninth report. �e report was 
submitted in 2011.

�e panel had suggested 
that bilingual forms should be 
made available by all passport 
o�ces and forms �lled in Hindi 
should also be accepted. It had 
recommended that entries 
should also be made in Hindi 

in all passports being issued.
�ese recommendations 

have been accepted by the pres-
ident recently, as per an o�-
cial order.

People can download the 
application form available in 
Hindi, �ll it in and upload it 
while applying for the passport.

�e printout of �lled-in 
form will not be accepted by 
'Passport Seva Kendra' and 
Regional Passport O�ces.

�e panel on the o�-
cial language had also rec-
ommended that information 
regarding passport and visa 
should be made available in 
Hindi on the o�cial website of 

the ministry.
"�is recommendation is 

accepted," the order said.
�e recommendation that 

the facility of working in Hindi 
is to be ensured on computers 
being used in passport o�ces, 
and that the work on comput-
ers should be done mainly in 
Hindi, has also been accepted.

�e president has given 
approval for creation of posts 
of Hindi O�cer in subordinate 
o�ces or embassies abroad.

"Vacant posts of Hindi 
(O�cers) in o�ces/embassies 
should be �lled as quickly as 
possible," as per the panel's sug-
gestion which has now been 
accepted.  MPOST
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NEW DELHI: �e govern-
ment is considering steps to 
ensure transparency in the 
practice of overbooking seats 
by airlines amid public out-
rage over a US carrier force-
fully o�oading a passenger 
from a packed �ight.

Overbooking of a �ight has 
been a long-standing practice 
in the airline industry as seats 
are considered as a "time sen-
sitive and perishable" product 
once the �ight takes o�.

While the practice is aimed 
at ensuring all seats are occu-
pied in a �ight, there have 
been concerns over the pos-
sibility of a passenger with a 
valid ticket unable to travel in 
case of seats being oversold.

�e civil aviation minis-
try is looking at ways to bring 
in transparency in the prac-
tice of overbooking by airlines, 
according to a senior o�cial.

Right now, there is no par-
ticular framework or system 
to have a clear understand-
ing about the practice of 
overbooking.

Various ideas, including 
measures that can be put in 
place for cases where the ticket 
of a passenger who does not 
show up at the airport can be 
given to another passenger, 
are being discussed, the o�-
cial said.

Another idea could be the 
possibility of auctioning the 
overbooked tickets in a trans-
parent manner within a speci-
�ed timeframe before take-o� 
of the particular �ight, the o�-
cial added.

Preliminary discussions 
on ways to bring in trans-
parency in the practice of  
overbooking air tickets have 
been held among the minis-
try and the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
o�cials.

Mega defence deals likely 
during PM’s trip to Israel 

Indo-Israel ties more visible 
under Modi govt: Israel 

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: �e Election Commission has 
set the ball rolling to buy over 16 lakh paper 
trail machines for EVMs in the next two years 
to be used in all polling stations in the 2019 Lok 
Sabha polls.

�e Commission issued letter of intent to 
ECIL and BEL -- both PSUs -- on Friday, two 
days a�er the Union Cabinet cleared its pro-
posal to buy 16,15000 voter veri�able paper 
audit trail (VVPAT) units at an estimated cost of 
Rs 3,173.47 crore. �e poll panel has informed 
them that the machines would be bought dur-
ing 2017-18 and 2018-19.

�e Commission will buy 8,07,500 paper 
trail units each from the two manufacturers by 
September, 2018.

Explaining the importance of the step, the 
Chief Election Commissioner Nasim Zaidi said 
today that "this will enhance transparency and 
uphold the voters' right to know which party he 
or she has voted, thereby increasing voters' con-
�dence in the free and fair electoral process." 

�e poll watchdog said in a statement that 
these machines be manufactured by both the 
PSUs only as per the design approved by the 
Commission based on recommendation of the 
Technical Experts Committee on EVMs con-
stituted by it.

"�e Commission shall closely monitor the 
production of VVPATs for timely delivery well 

before General Elections 2019," it said.
Sixteen parties had recently petitioned the 

EC to revert to paper ballot system for greater 
transparency. �e BSP, the AAP and the Con-
gress had attacked the EC on the issue of alleged 
tampering of EVMs.

�e VVPAT machines leave a paper trail 
which helps an elector con�rm whether the 
EVM has faithfully registered the vote has has 
cast to a particular candidate.

Between September, 2013 and March this 
year, the Commission has written 38 times to 
the government on the procurement of VVPATs, 
according to an a�davit �led by the poll panel 
in the Supreme Court on the issue.

�e Supreme Court has asked the Commis-
sion to give a tentative time-frame by which it 
can use VVPAT machines in all polling stations.

�e EC says ECIL and BEL need 30 months 
to produce the over 16 lakh VVPATs.

Want 16L paper trail machines 
in 2 yrs: EC to manufacturers

FAIZABAD/AYODHYA: 
Some Muslim litigants in the 
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri 
Masjid title suit case have com-
plained to court appointed 
observers against the Faiz-
abad administration for hav-
ing allowed a person enter the 
disputed shrine premises bear-
ing a "trident".

At a quarterly meeting of 
Muslim and Hindu parties 
under the observation of judges 
TM Khan and SK Singh, a del-
egation led by Khaliq Ahmad 
Khan handed over a memo-
randum to the observer judges 
seeking action against the 
authorities and an FIR against 
the person who entered the 
disputed complex bearing a 
trident.

�e judges had been 
appointed by the Allahabad 
High Court as observers.

In the memorandum 
addressed to both the judges 
as well as the receiver of dis-
puted site, the complainants 
said that norms had been vio-
lated in allowing a person to 
enter the premises bearing a 

'trishul' (trident).
"Supreme Court in its dif-

ferent orders has banned sym-
bolic religious activities at the 
disputed site. But the Faizabad 
administration allowed a per-
son with a religious symbol, 
and the symbol is weapon. 
�e Supreme Court's order 
has been violated", said Khan, 
a party from Muslim side in 
the Babri Masjid-Ram Janmab-
hoomi case in the Supreme 
Court. �e delegation included 
Haji Mahboob, Iqbal Ansari, 
Maulana Hasbullah, all party 
to the title suit pending before 
the Supreme Court.

�ey demanded the lodg-
ing of an FIR against the per-
son who entered in violation 
of norms and action against 
the authorities for allowing it.

�e muslim litigants had 
raised yesterday over a 'sadhu' 
allegedly being allowed to enter 
the disputed complex bearing 
a trident to which the admin-
istration had said that the per-
son was only carrying a replica 
of a 'trishul' and such religious 
symbols were allowed.  AGENCIES
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NEW DELHI: Tamil Nadu 
farmers protesting at Jan-
tar Mantar here "temporar-
ily" called o� their agitation 
on Sunday a�er over 40 days 
a�er Chief Minister Edappadi 
Palaniswami "promised" to 
meet their demands.

"�e chief minister and the 
Union �nance minister have 
the power to take a call on our 
demands. We have decided 
to call o� the agitation for a 
period of one month based on 
the assurances given by our 
chief minister," farmers' leader 
Ayyakkannu told reporters.

"If the promises are not met, 
we would resume the protest in 
the national capital in a bigger 
way on May 25," he said.

Ayyakkannu said the deci-
sion was taken also based on 
the assurances given by Leader 
of Opposition in the Tamil 
Nadu Assembly M K Stalin, 
MDMK's Premalatha Vijay-
akanth, Tamil Manila Congress 
chief G K Vasan and the BJP's 
Pon Radhakrishnan.

�e farmers, who have been 
staging a protest for the past 41 
days demanding a Rs-40,000 
crore drought relief package, 
farm loan waiver and setting 
up of the Cauvery Management 
Board by the Centre, had ear-
lier refused to end their agita-

tion despite requests by several 
Union and state ministers apart 
from leaders of various regional 
political parties.

"We will be leaving for 
home today or tomorrow and 
we will be taking part in a state-
wide bandh on April 25 in 
Tamil Nadu," said Ayyakkannu.

Palaniswami, who took part 
in a Niti Aayog meeting here 
today, said he had submitted 
a memorandum containing 
demands of the farmers to the 
prime minister.

"Among other issues, we 
also raised the farmers' issue 
in the meeting with the PM," 
Palaniswami told reporters 
here.

Calling the agitation a "suc-
cess", Ayyakkannu said the 

Centre had "undermined us 
and meted out step-motherly 
treatment". "However, the agi-
tation has become a success 
and has caught the attention 
of people across the world. We 
received support from youths 
and farmers across the coun-
try," he said. During the course 
of the protest, the farmers have 
turned to increasingly desper-
ate measures to direct attention 
to their issues.

�ey have shaved their 
heads and half their mous-
taches and kept mice and 
snakes in their mouths, con-
ducted mock funerals, �ogged 
themselves and even carried 
skulls which they claimed were 
of farmers who had committed 
suicide due to debt pressure.

TN farmers temporarily 
call off Jantar Mantar stir

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin shakes hands with PM Narendra Modi 
ahead of their meeting in Delhi  (FILE PHOTO)

issing les st ling loc  in i le enting  ct   

ISRO to increase frequency of 
launches to 12 per year: Kumar 

Now, apply for passports in Hindi 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi Palaniswami receiving a 
memorandum from the state farmers who are protesting for the last 
39 days over their plight, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi on Sunday 

Overbooking 
seats: Govt for 

transparent 
mechanism 

Muslim litigants complain 
against letting person bearing 
'trishul' into Ayodhya complex 

Information Commissioner Sridhar Acharyulu

ISRO Chairman A S Kiran Kumar



RAJNATH OPENS CAPF’S FOOTBALL  
TALENT HUNT TOURNEY
NEW DELHI: The Central Armed Police Forces’ under 
19 football talent hunt tournament for boys and girls 
–Oorja – kicked off on Saturday in the presence 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh. The CAPF – BSF, CRPF, 
CISF, ITBP, SSB and the Assam Rifles have come 
jointly under the aegis of All India Police Sports 
Control Board to organise this three phase tourna-
ment starting from May 1.

VIT ENGINEERING ENTRANCE EXAM 
RESULTS OUT
VELLORE: Aashish Waikar, a student of Bhavan Vidya-
laya Panchkula, Madhya Pradesh has secured the first 
rank in the VIT Engineering Entrance Examination (VI-
TEEE)-2017 which was held from April 5 to 16 in 119 
selected cities across India, as well as Dubai, Kuwait 
and Muscat.  The entrance exam was held for admis-
sion to the various B.Tech programmes offered by VIT 
University at its Vellore, Chennai, Bhopal & Amaravati 
(AP). Releasing the results here on Sunday, VIT Chan-
cellor Dr G Viswanathan said that a record 2,23,081 
candidates had registered for the VITEEE-2017. 

MP GOVT TO PROVIDE SUBSIDISED SO-
LAR WATER PUMPS TO FARMERS 
BHOPAL: The Madhya Pradesh government would 
soon provide nearly 18,500 solar-powered water 
pumps to farmers in the state at subsidised rates. “We 
are going to make available solar borewell and sur-
face pumps fitted with remote monitoring system to the 
farmers under the Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister So-
lar Pump Scheme shortly,” New and Renewable Energy 
Department Principal Secretary Manu Srivastava said. 
“The rates of solar pumps already arrived at after the 
bidding are the lowest in the country. The performance 
of each pump can be monitored on a real-time basis 
from anywhere in the world,” he said. 

BRAIN DEATH CERTIFICATION COMES 
UNDER GOVT SCANNER IN KERALA 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Kerala government 
has made the presence of government doctors manda-
tory for the certification of brain stem deaths in the 
state hospitals. As per new guidelines, the presence 
of at least one doctor in government service is a must 
for certifying brain deaths, Health department sources 
said. The objective is to make the organ donation 
process more transparent and ensure that the certifi-
cation procedure is in adherence to the international 
protocols, they said.

3 CHILDREN CHARRED TO DEATH AS 
SHANTY CATCHES FIRE 
CHANDIGARH: Three children of a family were 
charred to death after their shanty caught fire in Jind 
in Haryana, police said today. Three others of the 
family, including the mother of the children, suffered 
serious burn injuries in the incident that took place 
after midnight last night, police said. The family hails 
from Muzzaffarnagar in Uttar Pradesh and some of 
its members were working as construction labourers 
in Jind, they said. “Two girls and a boy died in the 
incident and they were four months, six years and 
four years old respectively. Three others, including 
the mother of the children, are in a serious condition 
and have been admitted at Post Graduate Institute 
of Medical Sciences in Rohtak,” Station House Officer, 
Police Station (City), Jind, Inspector Nar Singh said.
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LUCKNOW (UP): Eight per-
sons, including a couple, were 
killed and six others injured in 
three separate road accidents 
in Lakhimpur, Farrukhabad 
and Deoria districts of Uttar 
Pradesh today.

�ree men, who were 
returning from a marriage cer-
emony in Sarsawan, were killed 
when a speeding truck hit their 
motor- bike on the Pilibhit-
Basti state highway near Raja-
ganj in Gola area here.

�e incident took place in 
the early hours killing Pramod 
(45) and Vijay Pal (40) on the 
spot while another person 
Vimal (28) was rushed to the 
hospital, where he succumbed 
to injuries.

An FIR has been registered 
and the police are trying to 
identify and locate the truck 
and its driver, o�cials said.

In Farrukhabad, three 
persons were killed and �ve 
injured when a SUV lost con-
trol and fell into a ditch near 
Birahimpur village on the 
Aliganj-Kayamganj road here 
today.

Anil Saxena (50), his wife 
Vandana (45) and driver 
Durai (40) died on the spot in 
the incident while �ve others 
injured were rushed to the hos-
pital, where their condition was 
learnt to be stable.

In the third incident at Deo-
ria, two persons were killed and 
a child seriously injured a�er 
being hit by an unidenti�ed 
speeding vehicle near Karam-
tar village on Sunday.  AGENCIES

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: 
Kerala Power Minister M.M. 
Mani on Sunday drew �ak for 
allegedly calling an IAS o�cer 
"mad" and made disparaging 
remarks about women planta-
tion workers.

Opposition leaders attacked 
Mani, with two leaders of the 
BJP and the Congress demand-
ing his resignation. 

On Saturday evening, the 
Minister �rst took on IAS o�-
cer Sreeram Venkitaraman, 
who was involved in clearing 
usurped government land of 
encroachments in Mani's home 
district Idukki.

"In Idukki, most religious 
establishments are located on 
land that do not have clear title 
deed. He (Venkitaraman) is a 
mad man and should be sent 
to Oolampara (mental hospital 
in �iruvananthapuram)," said 
Mani, who has waded into con-
troversies with his uttrances in 
the past as well.

Later, addressing a public 
meeting in Idukki on Saturday 
night, Mani, a CPI-M leader, 
said he knew what all went on 
during the strike by 'Pembulai 
Orumae' (Women's Collective).

"It was a stage-managed pro-
test led by vested interests. I 
know what all happened. When 

the strike was on, other activi-
ties were taking place in nearby 
forests," Mani said.

Angered by Mani's remarks, 
women plantation workers' 
leader Gomathy said they had 
launched a protest in Munnar 
town from Sunday a�ernoon.

"Who is Mani to speak about 
us? What does he know about 
us? We will not end our protest 
till the Minister apologises," a 
furious Gomathy said.

�e 2015 strike by women 
plantation workers in Munnar 
had forced the then Oommen 
Chandy government to hike 
their wages. Congress leader 
Lathika Subhash said Mani had 
brought shame on Kerala.

"Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan should ask Mani to 
step down for his abusive words 
against plantation workers. I 
know the su�erings of these 
women," said Subhash.  AGENCIES

OUR CORRESPONDENT

LUCKNOW: To ensure all 
government employees reach 
work on time, Uttar Pradesh 
chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath has instructed that a bio-
metric attendance system be 
put in place in o�ces upto the 
block level.

Adityanath's instructions 
came during a meeting with 
o�cials of the rural develop-
ment department late on Sat-
urday night.

"E�orts should be made to 
ensure that a biometric system 
of attendance is installed upto 
the block level. Apart from 
this, a board be put up at every 
village panchayat, which will 
have information about con-
tact details of the village prad-
han and details of the ongoing 
works," Adityanath said as per 
an o�cial statement.

�e chief minister said 
that the targets of the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana should be 
achieved.

All the works pertaining 

to registration, uploading of 
photographs and approval of 
housing units for 5.73 lakh 
families eligible under this 
scheme must be completed at 
the earliest.

"�e Centre will be 
requested to incorporate eli-
gible families, which have been 

le� out," he said.
Emphasising on trans-

parency in the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee 
scheme (MNREGS), Aditya-
nath said that active workers 
should be linked with Aad-
haar-based payment system.

�e Chief Minister also 
sought information about 
the National Rural Drink-
ing Water Programme, World 
Bank-aided 'Neer Nirmal' and 
Rajya Grameen Payjal Yojana 
among other schemes.

"Apart from Bundelkhand, 
piped water supply schemes 
should be implemented in 
other parts of the state. To 
address the problems of 
drinking water scarcity in 
Bundelkhand, repair works 
pertaining to hand-pumps 
along with re-boring should 
be done," Adityanath said.

He also said that 160 piped 
water supply schemes in 31 
districts should be completed 
to ensure water supply.

"Installation of new hand-
pumps and re-boring of exist-
ing hand-pumps under the 
quota of MLAs and MLCs 
should be completed a�er tak-
ing their consent," he said.

He also directed that 
Samagra Gram Vikas Depart-
ment be merged with Rural 
Development department.

Install biometric system in all 
o ces u to loc  level  o i
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NEW DELHI: A condolence 
meeting was held at the Con-
stitution Club here on Sunday 
in the memory of veteran jour-
nalist Nora Chopra. Chopra 
passed away on �ursday at 
the age of 64, a�er prolonged 
illness.

Senior journalists from 
various organizations attended 
the event and talked about 
Chopra's achievements.

Senior journalists Neerja 
Chowdhury, Zafar Agha, pres-
ident of Press Club of India 
Gautam Lahiri and president 
of Women's Press Club of India 
Sovana Jain also attended the 
condolence meeting.

Chopra had more than 
three decades of experience in 
political journalism. She had 
been a weekly columnist with 
IPA for more than 15 years. 
Chopra started her career in 
journalism with �e Pioneer 
and Northern India Patrika 
and later contributed to a large 
number of papers including 
�e Telegraph, Rashtriya 
Sahara, Sunday Guardian and 
Punjab Keshari. Her political 
columns were widely read and 
she had wide contacts in polit-
ical parties.

President Pranab Mukher-
jee expressed condolence on 
the demise of Chopra on 
�ursday, saying the nation 
has lost a veteran journalist 
who was inspiration to many. 
In a message to her son, Rahil 
Chopra, President Mukher-
jee said, "I am sad to learn 

about the passing away of your 
mother, Nora Chopra, whom 
I had known for long years.

"A senior journalist and 
columnist, Chopra was widely 
admired and respected for her 
journalistic skills. She had a 
long and distinguished career, 
especially with �e Sunday 
Guardian. In her death, the 
nation has lost a veteran jour-
nalist who inspired many 
others," the President also 
mentioned.

"Please accept my heart-
felt condolences and convey 
the same to the rest of your 
family members. I pray to 
the almighty to give you and 
other members of the family 
the strength and courage to 
bear this irreparable loss," he 
added.

Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi also expressed con-
dolence on the demise of the 
veteran journalist. Remember-
ing her remarkable work and 
expressing solidarity with fam-
ily and friends, Gandhi prayed 
for the departed soul, said an 
All India Congress Committee 
statement.

Journalist Nora 
Chopra remembered

 DHIRENDRA KUMAR

NEW DELHI: �e Make In 
India project, a �agship scheme 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, has got a major shot 
in the arm as the Centre has 
approved standardisation of 
norms for procurement of 
metro rolling stock. �e new 
norms mandate 75 per cent of 
metro car and 25 per cent of 
critical equipment and sub-
systems production the coun-
try only.

�e new mandatory ten-
der conditions and stan-
dardised norms for equipment 
have been approved by Urban 
Development Minister M Ven-
kaiah Naidu and the same have 
been circulated to all the metro 
companies to make them e�ec-
tive immediately.

According to a senior o�-
cial, the initiative would help in 
encouraging setting up manu-
facturing facilities by increasing 
the volumes of procurement of 
rolling stock, resulting into cost 
reduction through economies 
of scale.

According to the new 
norms, minimum 75 per 
cent of the tendered quantity 
of metro cars would now be 
manufactured indigenously 
by either establishing an inde-
pendent manufacturing facility 
in the country or partnering 
with Indian manufacturers, if 
the procurement is more than 
100 cars.

�e revamped norms also 
make it must to include iden-
ti�ed list of critical equipment 
and sub-systems in tender 
document for ensuring indig-
enous manufacturing of a min-
imum of 25 per cent of such 
equipment – again either by 
establishing a wholly owned 
subsidiary in India or through 
Indian manufacturers.

A total number of 1,912 
metro coaches are currently 
operational in the country with 
an immediate requirement of 
1,420 and it's expected that 
over the next three years more 
than 1,600 metro cars would be 
required.  Notably, every metro 
coach is estimated to cost about 
Rs 10 crore.

Further, to promote Make 
In India initiative, the ministry 
has stipulated procurement of 
nine types of signaling equip-
ment from within the coun-
try and metro companies have 
also been directed to develop 
maximum possible local com-
petence so that know-how and 
technical support is available 
within the country.

Presently, metros are oper-
ating in seven cities -Delhi, 
Kolkata, Mumbai, Jaipur, Guru-
gram, Bengaluru and Chennai 
–with a total route length of 
326 km. Metro projects with a 
total route length of 546 km are 
under construction in 11 cities 
and projects with a total route 
length of 903 km in 13 cities are 
under consideration.

DHIRENDRA KUMAR

NEW DELHI: �e Sashas-
tra Seema Bal (SSB), a bor-
der guarding force, has drawn 
a comprehensive roadmap to 
put a check on human traf-
�cking menace from across 
the Indo-Nepal border. �e 
paramilitary force, which has 
been tasked to secure mainly 
borders of ‘friendly’ nations, 
has roped in NGOs working 
against human tra�cking and 
other all stakeholders.

A few days a�er the pro-
gramme was started on April 
10, the SSB was able to nab four 
human tra�ckers and rescued 
12 minors from the clutches of 
human tra�ckers on three dif-
ferent locations on Indo-Nepal 
border while crossing to India.

Out of total 222 cases of 
human tra�cking that SSB has 
registered from the period of 
2014 till April 2017, a total of 
1,146 victims have been res-
cued and 339 tra�ckers have 
been apprehended.

“Human tra�cking is just 
another name for modern day 
slavery, wherein the victim 
involved are forced, coerced 
and deceived into labour and 
sexual exploitations, the �gures 
are scary. A workshop was also 
conducted by SSB in this regard 
and now this has yielded results 
by virtue of showing tremen-
dous coordination,” said Arch-
ana Ramasundaram, the SSB’s 
�rst women Director General.

Apart from this, the para-
military force has also signed 
a MoU with National Skill 
Development Council (NSDC) 

to hone the skills of victims as 
well as potential victims to 
make them self-dependent by 
providing better employment 
opportunities to them.

As per the road map, the 
emphasis was put on the use of 
technology and so�ware such 
as Impulse for better monitor-
ing of the cases and also keep 
track of victims, their reha-
bilitation, and prosecution of 
o�enders.

Nepal is primarily consid-
ered a country of origin - a 
source for human tra�cking. 
Victims of tra�cking from 
Nepal move to India or the 
Middle East or even to Europe.  
As per o�cial Nepal �gures, the 
Ministry of Women Children 
and social Welfare of Nepal had 
identi�ed 26 of Nepal’s 75 dis-
tricts as tra�cking prone. �e 
majority are from the hills, eth-
nic and schedule castes.

India shares 1,751 km of 
porous borders with Nepal and 
699 km of porous borders with 
Bhutan and the SSB has been 
tasked to guard Indo-Nepal 
and Indo-Bhutan borders by 
the Central government. �e 
credit goes to SSB jawans that 
human tra�cking has been 
considerably curbed a�er the 
deployment of SSB on these 
borders.

Poverty is the prime fac-
tor behind girls of Nepal get-
ting into the trap of tra�ckers 
as about 38 per cent of Nepal’s 
population live on or below the 
poverty line. Apart from pov-
erty and lack of employment 
historical, cultural factors also 
contribute to the current state.

SSB’s roadmap to curb 
u an traffic in  on 
Indo-Nepal border

Metro rail companies 
will have to buy 75% 

coaches made in India 
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Sunday 
pitched for conducting simul-
taneous elections to the Lok 
Sabha and the state assem-
blies and shi�ing to a January- 
December �scal year.

Addressing the Niti Aayog 
Governing Council's third 
meeting, which was attended 
by several state chief minis-
ters, Modi said for long, India 
had su�ered from economic 
and political mismanagement.

"Because of poor time man-
agement, many good initia-
tives and schemes had failed to 
deliver the anticipated results," 
he said, adding there is a need 
to develop robust arrange-
ments that could function 
amidst diversity.

�e prime minister called 
for carrying forward the debate 
and discussions on holding 
simultaneous elections to Par-
liament and state legislatures.

On the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST), Modi asked 
the states to make legislative 
arrangements "without delay" 
for the rollout of the indirect 
tax regime from July 1.

�e GST, which will sub-
sume central excise, service 
tax, Value Added Tax (VAT) 
and other local levies, is sched-
uled to be rolled out from  

July 1.
�e consensus on GST 

re�ects the spirit of 'one nation, 
one aspiration, one determi-
nation', Modi earlier said in 
his opening remarks at the 
meeting.

Referring to the change in 
the budget dates, he said in a 
country where agricultural 
income is exceedingly impor-
tant, budgets should be pre-
pared immediately a�er the 
receipt of agricultural incomes 
for the year.

He added that there have 
been suggestions to follow Jan-
uary to December as �nancial 
year.

�e prime minister asked 
the states to take the initia-
tive in this regard. Currently, 

India follows April- March as 
�scal year.

Later, brie�ng reporters 
about the meeting, Niti Aayog 
vice chairman Arvind Pan-
agariya said the prime minis-
ter wants that "we should think 
of January-December �nancial 
year as this is appropriate from 
the point of view of farmers".

Modi also urged states, 
local governments and NGOs 
to decide goals for 2022 and 
work in mission mode towards 
achieving them.

Referring to the issue of 
regional imbalance, which 
was raised by a number of chief 
ministers, Modi said the mat-
ter needs to be addressed on 
priority, both nationally, and 
within states.

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Sun-
day urged all Chief Ministers 
to take care of students from 
Jammu and Kashmir in their 
respective states, a remark that 
assumes signi�cance in view 
of some recent untoward inci-
dents against them.

Modi’s advice at a meet-
ing with Chief Ministers here 
came a�er Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Mehbooba 
Mu�i raised the issue.

At the meeting of the NITI 
Aayog Governing Council, 
Modi “seconded” Mehbooba’s 
suggestion that states should 
take interest in the students 
from Jammu and Kashmir 
who are studying in other 
states. �e Prime Minister 
“urged states to reach out to 
these students (of J&K) from 
time to time”, said a statement 
by the PMO quoting Modi’s 
concluding remarks.

�is comes days a�er  
six Kashmiri students  
of Mewar University in  
Rajasthan were thrashed by 
some locals there.  MPOST

MEERUT: Uttar Pradesh 
Navnirman Sena chief Amit 
Jani has been arrested in con-
nection with the anti- Kashmiri 
hoardings that were put up in 
the city. Partapur police sta-
tion in-charge Dinesh Sharma 
said Jani was arrested from the 
Delhi-Doon highway near Par-
tapur bypass when he was on 
his way to Dehradun from the 
capital last night.

Banners calling for boycott 
of Kashmiris and asking them 
to leave Uttar Pradesh had been 
put up by the organisation on 
NH-58 outside the colleges 
where students from the Val-
ley study.

�e out�t had said it was 
only the �rst step and it would 
launch a "halla bol" campaign 
from April 30 to "banish" the 
Kashmiris who do not leave the 
state on their own.

A case had been lodged 
against Jani following which 
he had gone missing.

Yesterday, through his 
advocate, the organisation's 
chief submitted a surrender 
application before the special 
CJM court. AGENCIES
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LUCKNOW: �e Uttar 
Pradesh Congress on Sunday 
said it was ready to give six-
month "honeymoon" period 
to the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment before scrutinising 
its work and schemes, and 
promised to act as a "vigilant 
watchman".

"�e BJP government is in 
a honeymoon mode, and we 
are ready to give it a six-month 
honeymoon period a�er which 
the Congress will start scruti-
nising its work and schemes," 
UP Congress spokesperson 
Ashok Singh told PTI.

He also said that the party 
will act as a "vigilant watch-
man" and would not allow the 
BJP government to take any 
anti-people measures.

Countering the Congress' 

"honeymoon period" remark, 
state BJP spokesperson Manish 
Shukla said "�e Yogi Adity-
anath government had never 
allowed itself to slip into the 
honeymoon mode. It was in 
working mode from day one. 
�is can be easily substanti-
ated by the late night depart-
mental presentations made to 
the Chief Minister." 

Singh, on the issue of the 
Congress' poor performance, 
said that the party was prepar-
ing for the polls to the civic 
bodies, and "is con�dent of put-
ting up good show".

Speaking the low morale of 
the party workers, he said that 
when the results do not match 
with your e�orts, "the morale 
and mood certainly takes a dip. 
But, I am sure that the clouds of 
despair will vanish, and we will 
bounce back strongly." 

Adityanath’s instructions came during 
a meeting with officials of the rural 
development department late on 
Saturday night
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PM Narendra Modi with BJP President Amit Shah during a meeting 
with  BJP chief ministers at party office in New Delhi on Sunday 
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MUMBAI: Bollywood play-
back singer Sonu Nigam, who 
is embroiled in a controversy 
for criticising sermons from 
the loudspeakers, has shared a 
video of Azaan.

�e 43-year-old singer took 
to Twitter to post the over two-
minute-long clip, which he 
seems to have recorded.

Nigam captioned the video 
as, "Good morning, India". He, 
however, did not mention the 
time or place.

On April 17, the singer had 
described the loud sermons 
from the loudspeakers as hoo-
liganism in a series of tweets.

�is was followed by a fatwa 
being issued against Nigam by 
Kolkata-based cleric, Syed Sha 
Atef Ali Al Quaderi, who asked 
him to shave o� his head for his 
tweets. In a surprising move, 
the singer had himself ton-
sured by a celebrity hairstylist 
at a press conference.

Nigam had stressed that his 
tweets were against the use of 
loudspeakers in morning ser-

mons and not aimed at any par-
ticular religion.

"I only spoke against the use 
of loudspeakers. Everybody has 
a right to his opinion. I have the 
right to have an opinion and it 
should not be misconstrued. 
Loudspeakers are not a neces-
sity; they are not a part of any 
religion," he said.

Amid the controversy, 
actress Kangana Ranaut said 
she has no problems with 
Azaan but felt what the singer 
said should be respected and 
discussed. 

While, lyricist and script-
writer Javed Akhtar said that 
prayers at any place of worship 
should not disturb others. 

NAGPUR: �ree prisoners of 
the Nagpur Central Jail - two 
of them serving life sentences 
and the third a death row con-
vict - have completed BA and 
MA degrees from the Indira 
Gandhi National Open Uni-
versity (IGNOU).

Narayan Chaudhary (35), 
the death row convict, had 
enrolled with the IGNOU for 
MA (sociology) in 2012.

Similarly, Vijay 
Mahakalkar (30) and Shy-
amrao Waghmare (45), 
serving life sentences, had 
registered themselves with the 
varsity for BA and MA sociol-
ogy courses, respectively.

All three inmates have 
completed their degrees, a 
senior o�cial of the univer-
sity said. However, the inmates 
could not attend the IGNOU 
convocation held this month, 
where degrees were awarded 
to successful candidates, due 
to protocol and prison rules.

But they will be handed 
over their degrees at a func-

tion to be held in the jail prem-
ises soon, said Nagpur- based 
Regional Director of IGNOU 
P Sivaswaroop. As many as 
745 prisoners from Nag-
pur and Amravati jails have 
applied for IGNOU courses 
since July 2010, he said, adding 
most of them opted for social 
science disciplines.

Prisoners are provided 
study material by the uni-
versity like other students, he 
said.

DIG (Prisons), Eastern 
Region, Yogesh Desai, said 
jail authorities have launched 
initiatives to impart di�erent 
skills to the inmates.

�ey are trained in tradi-
tional skills like fabrication 
and carpentry, among others. 
Besides, a facility has been set 
up in the jail premises by a 
company called Sai Minda to 
manufacture wiring harnesses, 
he said.

Similarly, the IGNOU, 
in collaboration with Hero 
Motors Corp, will be starting 
a two-month course in auto 
mechanics, Desai said.

He said the inmates take a 
lot of interest in skill develop-
ment courses as these will help 
them to get jobs or start their 
own business once they are 
released.  MPOST

NEW DELHI: Why can't 
women live in peace in this 
country, a Supreme Court 
bench, apparently exasperated 
over growing crimes against 
women, has observed.

�e observation came when 
a bench headed by Justice Dipak 
Misra was hearing an appeal 
�led by a man who was sen-
tenced to 7 years in jail by the 
Himachal Pradesh High Court 
for allegedly teasing and com-
pelling a 16-year-old girl to take 
the extreme step of committing 
suicide. "Why can't women live 
in peace in this country," the 
apex court said while reserving 
its verdict on the appeal.

Maintaining that no one can 
force a woman to love someone 
as she has her own independent 
choice, the bench, which also 
comprised Justices A M Khan-
wilkar and M M Shantanagou-
dar, said "a woman has a choice 
to love or not to love a person. 
No one can force her to love 
somebody. �ere is a concept of 
love and man has to accept it." 

During the arguments, the 
counsel, appearing for the man, 
raised doubts over the girl's 
dying declaration, saying that 

as per the medical report, she 
was unable to speak or write 
a�er being hospitalised.

"�e doctors said that she 
was 80 per cent burnt and it 
was not possible for her to 
write dying declaration. She 
was unable to speak also. Her 
both hands were burnt. �is 
dying declaration has to go. She 
was not in a position to say or 
write anything," the counsel 
said. To this, the bench told the 
man that as per her dying decla-
ration, "you had created a situ-
ation which had compelled her 
to commit such act." 

�e man was initially acquit-
ted by the trial court in July 
2010 a�er which the state had 
approached the high court.

According to the police, 
the girl's father had lodged an 
alleged kidnapping and rape 
case against the man in which 
he was subsequently acquitted.

It had alleged that the 
accused used to threaten and 
eve-tease the girl and in July 
2008, she set herself ablaze 
when her parents were not at 
home. She was taken to a hos-
pital where she died during  
treatment.  MPOST

NEW DELHI: Afrin was always fond 
of the social media. For the 22-year-old 
Shahjahanpur resident, it was a form of 
refuge –an escape from a life torn apart 
by four years of a tumultuous marriage.

One chilly January evening this year, 
she was lost in a happy reverie, scroll-
ing down her Facebook timeline, featur-
ing mundane updates on love, life and 
poetry, punctuated with news, when a 
post hit her. It was from her husband. 
"Talaq, Talaq, Talaq, it said.

Afrin read the three words over and 
over again as her three-year-old daugh-
ter scattered toys all over the bed, some 
of which fell to the �oor with a loud 
jangle. It was merely the beginning of 
Afrin's trial. A day later, her mobile 
beeped with an incoming message. It 
read, "Talaq, Talaq, Talaq .

Her husband had expressed his 
determination loud and clear. As if the 
relentless torture with unending dowry 
demands was not enough, Afrin was 
now being booted out.

"She was always happy as a child. 
But the incidents seem to have irrevers-
ibly changed her life," Afrin's mother, 
Fareeda Begum, told PTI from Uttar 
Pradesh's Shahjahanpur. Afrin has been 
taken to a relative's house, away from 
her maternal home, as the husband's 
family has been threatening to take her 
daughter away, her mother said.

Her husband's way to annul the mar-
riage, which in Islam is a civil contract 
based on consent, has broken Afrin's 
spirit. And it is this form of termination 
that is at the heart of a raging dispute on 
the practice of triple talaq.

�e issue came to the fore in Febru-
ary last year when Shayara Bano, a tri-
ple talaq victim, petitioned the Supreme 

Court, seeking a ban on the divorce 
form, polygamy and nikah halala, a 
practice under which a divorced Mus-
lim woman has to marry again, con-
summate the marriage and then break 
it if she wants to go back to her �rst hus-
band.  �ousands of Muslim women 
across the country have since formed 
pressure groups and spearheaded sig-
nature campaigns demanding the abo-
lition of the practice. 

Shayara's case has been clubbed with 
a clutch of similar petitions by the apex 
court, which will hear the matter from 
May 11. �e Centre has already taken a 
stand against triple talaq.

�e All India Muslim Personal 
Law Board (AIMPLB) claims Shar-
iat upholds the validity of triple talaq 
- under which a Muslim husband can 
divorce his wife by merely pronouncing 
the word "talaq" three times.

Talaq, or divorce, can be obtained in 
either of two ways.

Under 'talaq-ul-sunnat', there has to 
be a three-month period, called 'iddat', 
between the pronouncement of talaq by 

a husband and a lawful separation. But 
'talaq-e-bidat' authorises a man to do so 
in a single sitting.

However, over the years, a campaign 
against triple talaq which experts say 
�nds no mention in the Quran –has 
snowballed into a movement, riding 
on the woes of thousands of Muslim 
women whose husbands have walked 
o� by just uttering these three words. 
Some took absurd routes, such as pro-
nouncing talaq in text messages and, in 
recent times, on Facebook. 

Like several others, Afrin has mus-
tered the courage to approach the police 
against her husband who took advan-
tage of the contentious provisions of the 
Muslim Personal Law. 

As the debate on triple talaq, polyg-
amy and nikal halala rages, these 
women from across the country are 
�ghting a battle not just with the law 
board but within themselves as they �nd 
their lives weighed down by the stigma 
attached to divorces.

Take 24-year-old Rubina, who mar-
ried an a�uent man double her age, in 

2015 to be able to �nancially support 
her family. But soon a�er marriage, he 
started threatening her with divorce.

"Society has completely ostracised 
me and people molest me or behave 
inappropriately when I go for job inter-
views," Rubina, who has been living 
away from her husband, said. "I have 
nowhere to go." 

Some of these victims have knocked 
the door of the apex court seeking a 
stringent law against these "oppressive" 
practices, hoping to safeguard the future 
of other women and balance gender 
equations within the community.

Among those seeking change is Riz-
wana, a 33-year-old Railways employee 
in Delhi. One of the petitioners in the 
SC against polygamy, she married 
Indian Air Force employee Mohammed 
Khalid in 2012. But Khalid, it turned 
out, had deceitfully married her by 
concealing his two previous marriages, 
which she discovered within a year of 
their marriage. "I found two dependant 
cards in my husband's bag issued by 
the Air Force which carried names and 
photographs of two women addressed 
as his spouse," she said. When Rizwana 
sought a divorce, Khalid held that Islam 
allowed him to marry without divorc-
ing his wives.

Being a government servant may 
have made Rizwana �nancially inde-
pendent, but it took away from her the 
right to alimony or any kind of mone-
tary relief from her estranged husband. 
"In our country, women with govern-
ment jobs are not entitled to alimony. 
Men want to marry a woman who holds 
a government job, then torture her for 
dowry and easily divorce her without 
the fear of liability," she said.  AGENCIES

LUCKNOW: In a bid to clear 
confusion over Sharia laws, 
the All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board has decided 
to tread the social media path 
and also explore the possibility 
of starting a TV news channel 
and newspaper. �e board has 
decided to constitute a special 
social media committee, which 
will provide clear information 
about various issues pertain-
ing to divorce, marriage, halala, 
warisana haq (inhertiance 
rights) and women's rights 
among other issues. It will also 
convey the board's stand on 
these contentious issues.

"Senior o�ce bearers along 
with a large section feel the 
medium through which Sharia 
laws are being criticised, the 
same medium should be uti-
lised to register our presence 
and also to present the right 
picture of things," AIMPLB 
senior executive member Mau-
lana Yasin Usmani said. He said 
that in the executive meeting of 
AIMPLB in Lucknow on April 
15 and 16, this issue cropped 
up and it was decided to form 
a social media panel.  MPOST

Talaq, talaq, talaq: The lives torn apart 

UJJAIN (MP): A family court 
here has "nulli�ed" the triple 
talaq given by a man to his wife 
on the grounds that due proce-
dure, as prescribed in Muslim 
religious texts, was not fol-
lowed in the matter.

Additional principal judge 
of the family court, Omprakash 
Sharma on March 9 observed 
that the procedure adopted by 
Tousif Sheikh to divorce his 
wife was "illegal" and "ine�ec-
tive" and nulli�ed the same.

Arshi Khan got married to 
Tousif from Dewas on January 
19, 2013 and a�er some time 
he (Tousif) started demand-
ing money from her. When his 
demands were not ful�lled, he 
started troubling her, the vic-
tim's lawyer Arvind Gaud said.

A�er some time the woman 
le� her husband's place and 
returned to her parents' home. 
She later �led a case under the 
Anti-Dowry Act against Tousif, 
said Gaud. �at case is still 
pending in the court, he said.

Meanwhile, on October 9, 
2014, Tousif verbally divorced 
Arshi by stating talaq in Ujjain 
court premises, where they had 
come in connection with some 
other case.

Later, he informed her 
through a notice that he had 
divorced her by stating talaq 
thrice while coming out of the 
court premises on that date.

Arshi challenged divorce on 
the grounds that due procedure 
as prescribed in the Muslim 
religious text was not followed 
in the matter, Gaud said.

�e court in its order found 
discrepancies in it and said that 
Tousif had failed to mention in 
his reply that through which 
method 'Talaq Ahsan or Talaq 
Hasan' he had divorced his 
wife.

�e judge said that he failed 
to give credible evidence of the 
presence of Arshi in the court 
premises as mentioned by him 
when he had pronounced talaq 
thrice, while as per the religious 
law, the presence of the woman 
in question is mandatory.

�e court also observed 
that no steps were taken by 
the parties concerned for any 
mediation on the issue as per 
religious law. �e court took 
into account various decisions 
given by other courts on the 
issue before declaring the talaq 
as "illegal", "ine�ective" and 
"nulli�ed" it.  MPOST
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NEW DELHI: Heatwaves in 
the country are turning out to 
be particularly deadly with over 
4,620 recorded deaths caused 
by the severe weather condition 
in the last four years.

Of that �gure, a whopping 
4,246 people died in Andhra 
Pradesh and Telangana alone.

According to the Minis-
try of Earth Sciences, in 2016, 
nearly 1,600 people died due 
to erratic weather conditions, 
of which 557 casualties were to 
severe heatwave.

2015 witnessed 2,081 
deaths due to severe heatwave 
while 549 people died in 2014.

In 2013, the severe heat-
wave conditions killed 1,443 
people, of which the uni�ed 
Andhra Pradesh state regis-
tered 1,393 casualties.

�e �gures, however, are 
larger across the country as 
causes other than the direct rea-
sons like heat stroke and dehy-
dration are seldom accounted 
for, said Dileep Mavlankar, 
Director of Gandhinagar-
based Indian Institute of Public 
Health that has been working 
with the Ahemdabad Munici-
pal Corporation on a heatwave 
action plan.

"For instance, dehydra-
tion also leads to respiratory 
and renal failure, especially for 
those who are prone to heart 
and kidney ailments. Infants 
and the elderly top the list in 
casualties," he said.

"In 2010, Ahemdabad 
recorded 65 deaths due to heat-

wave, but in the same period, 
there were 800 more deaths," 
Malvalankar said.

Since last year IMD has 
started issuing heatwave alerts.

A heat wave is declared 
when the temperature crosses 
45 degrees Celsius.

If the temperature rises 4 
to 5 degrees above normal, 
then the condition is termed 
as a 'heatwave'. If the variance 
is over 6 degrees above normal, 
then it is classi�ed as a 'severe 
heatwave'. With global temper-
atures on the rise, the instances 
of heat wave are increasing. 
MoES �gures reveal that there 
were 74 days of severe heatwave 
on an average between 1961 
and 1970. �e �gure declined 
to 34 between 1971-1980.

Between 1981-1990 and 
1991-2000, 45 and 48 severe 
heatwave days were recorded 
respectively. However, there 
was a sharp increase in �gures 
in 2001- 2010 with the number 
of severe heatwave days peak-
ing to 98.

�e last decade is one of the 
warmest ever recorded.

With every year in the cur-
rent decade registering warmer 
climates, it may be fast racing 
towards becoming the warmest 
10-year period. �e IMD has 
declared 2016 as the warmest 
year ever recorded since 1901.

Global warming is the obvi-
ous reason behind the severe 
heatwave, said Laxman Singh 
Rathore, former Director Gen-
eral of the India Meteorological 
Department, but local factors 
also aggravate the situation.
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AGRA: Fourteen persons asso-
ciated with right-wing out�ts 
were arrested a�er a case was 
lodged against over 200 per-
sons for roughing up cops and 
causing damage at Agra's Sadar 
Bazaar and Fatehpur Sikri 
police stations on Saturday.

Activists of Bajrang Dal, 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and 
other out�ts had hurled stones 
and roughed up policemen 
including a senior o�cer yes-
terday demanding the release 
of 5 men who had been held 
for allegedly harassing some 
persons from the minority 
community.

We have arrested 14 per-
sons in connection with the 
violence on Saturday, DIG 
Mahesh Mishra said.

Police o�cials said that they 
had registered a case against 30 
members of right-wing out�ts 
and over 200 other unidenti-
�ed persons who were alleg-
edly involved in the rampage 
at the Sadar Bazaar police sta-
tion yesterday.

�e charges include pro-
visions dealing with rioting, 
unlawful assembly, dacoity, 
obstructing a public servant in 
discharge of his duty and caus-
ing damage by �re.

A �ag march was also taken 
out early morning today in 
Fatehpur Sikri by the police.

Yesterday, there had been 
a ti� between two groups at 
Fatehpur Sikri, a�er which the 
police detained �ve persons.

But soon a mob of right-
wing activists gathered at the 

insisting that the police release 
them.

�e arrested were brought 
to Sadar Bazaar police station 
from Fatehpur Sikri, a�er local 
Hindutva out�t members and 
BJP workers resorted to stone 
pelting and roughing up police 
personnel.

Circle O�cer, Achnera, 
Ravi Kant Parashar was alleg-
edly slapped by some uniden-
ti�ed person and an attempt 
made to snatch the pistol.

However, a mob also gath-
ered outside the Sadar Bazaar 
police station where they 
thrashed a sub-inspector and 
set ablaze his motor-cycle as 
the right wing activists sought 
to pressurise the police into 
releasing the 5 detainees.

A BJP MLA was also alleged 
to be among the protesters 
though there were reports that 
he may have le� before the vio-
lence began.

Following the violence, the 
police today began it crack-

down on the rowdy elements 
and hunt is on for culprits who 
have not been arrested yet.

�e incident occurred 
barely a few hours a�er the new 
Uttar Pradesh DGP Sulkhan 
Singh took charge and vowed 
to crush hooliganism.

Singh had also warned 
those who try to take the law 
into their hands in the name 
of cow protection or tackling 
eve- teasing.

In Agra, senior police o�-
cials said they would not bow 
to any pressure and action 
would be initiated against those 
involved in the rampage.

Activists of Hindutva 
groups have been quite active 
in the area in recent times. On 
Saturday they had entered the 
Taj Mahal premises to protest 
against an alleged ban on saf-
fron scarves. On Sunday activ-
ists of right-wing out�ts took 
out a march through the city to 
protest against certain develop-
ments in Kerala. 

Killer heatwave claimed 
4,620 lives in last four years 

14 arrested, case against 
over 200 for Agra violence

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Scorching heat 
continued in many parts of 
the country with Ongole in 
Andhra Pradesh sizzling at 45.5 
degrees Celsius even as rain-
fall occurred at some places, 
including in Himachal Pradesh 
and Uttar Pradesh.

It was a moderately warm 
day in the national capital with 
the maximum temperature set-
tling at 39.6 degrees Celsius.

�e minimum temperature 
settled at 26.8 degrees Celsius, 
four notches above normal 
and the humidity level hov-
ered around 19 per cent on the 
lower side and 56 per cent on 
the higher side.

Blistering heat persisted in 
most parts of Odisha, mainly 
in the western region with both 
Balangir and Titlagarh becom-
ing the hottest places in the 
state recording a high of 44.8 
degrees Celsius.

As the mercury breached 
the 43-degree mark in seven 
towns and the 40-degree mark 
in at least 12 places in the state, 
the MeT o�ce said that heat-
wave conditions may intensify.

While Jharsuguda town 
recorded a maximum temper-
ature of 44.1 degrees Celsius, 
it was 43.8 degrees Celsius at 

Sambalpur, 43.7 degrees Cel-
sius at Bhawanipatna, 43.5 
degrees Celsius at both Sone-
pur and Hirakud and 42.1 
degrees Celsius at both Angul 
and Talcher. Some areas of the 
coastal belt in the state, how-
ever, got some relief because of 
a thunder squall.

Two sunstroke deaths have 
so far been reported in the 
state, one each from Bargarh 
and Angul districts.

Ongole in Andhra Pradesh 
recorded a high of 45.5 degrees 
Celsius, while in Telangana's 
Khammam the maximum 
temperature was 44 degrees 
Celsius.

In Rajasthan, most places 
witnessed a slight respite from 

the simmering heat as maxi-
mum temperatures dipped by 
a few notches in the state.

Churu was the hottest place 
in the state recording a high of 
40.6 degrees Celsius followed 
by Kota at 39.9 degrees Celsius, 
Jaipur and Bikaner both at 39 
degrees Celsius and Jodhpur 
at 38.8 degrees Celsius.

Maximum temperatures 
hovered close to normal at 
most places in Haryana and 
Punjab, a day a�er many parts 
in the two states witnessed light 
rainfall.

In Haryana, Hisar regis-
tered a high of 39.6 degrees 
Celsius while Ambala recorded 
a maximum temperature of 
38.9 degrees Celsius.

Blistering heat persists in parts 
of country, rains in some places 

Sonu posts Azaan 
video amid row

: ourt nullifies 
triple talaq for not 
following norms 

AIMPLB to 
adopt social 

media to clarify 
Sharia laws 

Death row convict among 
3 complete IGNOU degrees 

NEW DELHI: Come June, all 
your train travel-related que-
ries will be answered through 
one mega application, likely 
to be named HindRail, which 
incorporates in it most of the 
existing railways' apps.

�e Indian Railways is 
developing the new app to 
work as a full-�edged inquiry 
system providing information 
on arrivals, departures, delays, 
cancellations, platform num-
ber, running status and berth 
availability.

Besides, it will also o�er 
booking of taxis, porter ser-
vices, retiring rooms, hotels, 
tour packages, e-catering and 
other travel-related needs.

�e Railways will o�er all 
these services on a revenue- 
sharing model with the service 
providers.

�us, the app will serve as 
a revenue-earning platform 
for the public transporter 
and is slated to have a busi-
ness potential Rs 100 crore  
every year.  MPOST

Why can’t a woman live in 
peace in this country: SC 

From June, a 
mega app to 

answer all rail 
related queries

A man sitting under a tap trying to cool down on a hot day, at the 
Allahabad Railway station on Sunday 

Charred bike of a policeman which was torched by suspected Bajrang 
Dal activists in their attempt to rescue five of their men from a police 
lock-up, in Agra on Saturday night 



mp editorial

Some are red-faced. 
Some see red. �e 
harsh truth is that ‘lal 
batti’ will be gone from 

the midnight of April 30, 2017.  
In a landmark decision, the 
Modi government has this 
time delivered the demon-
etisation blow to the snob 
value of the VIPs by abolish-
ing the use of beacons atop 
their cars. Detailed instruc-
tions are awaited. Since colo-
nial times, politicians and 
bureaucrats of all hues and 
shades have enjoyed this sym-
bol of unquestionable author-
ity which automatically makes 
accessible a plethora of priv-
ileges and freebies besides 
browbeating others on the 
road. It is natural for these 
people to be red-faced. Many 
such bene�ciaries will raise 
the bogey of security and law 
& order situation in our coun-
try and need for free passage 
during travel to present their 
case for the continuation of 
this shining beacon of author-
ity, arrogance, and privilege at 
the cost of the common man.

In our feudal system, any-
body in any position of power 
has been identi�ed with his car 
and the colour of batti on it. 
One is believed to have arrived 
socially, economically, and 
politically if he gets a sarkari 
car with a lal batti. Nowhere 
in the world are there elaborate 
instructions been issued about 
the colour and type of beacon 
as is in our beloved moth-
erland. You have beacons of 
Red, Ember, Blue, and Yellow 
colour and these come with 
or without a �asher! Inciden-
tally, the ember beacon was 
born to circumvent an Apex 
Court order banning the use 
of red and blue beacons by 

so-called VIPs. A VIP with a 
red beacon with �asher holds 
higher pedestal than the other 
VIPs �aunting blue or ember 
ones. �e departmental notes, 
reasons o�ered for allowing 
the use of these beacons, and 
claims for these beacons by 
one and all are ridiculous, to 
say the least, and can be the 
theme of a comedy show.

People in positions to 
decide such privileges have 
arrogated these entitlements 
shamelessly without assessing 
functional requirement. Who-
soever could frame rules for 
these battis has ensured that 
they got the most potent �ash-

ers in the brightest of the red. 
And the worst is that the use of 
beacons has not stopped with 
the VIP. It has been extended 
to the family and the extended 
family of the VIP. Privileges 
and entitlements at public 
places like airports, railway 
stations, toll plazas, and hubs 
of cultural and business cen-
tres have angered the com-
mon man who would like the 
elected representatives and the 
government servants to come 
out of the colonial mould of 
mai-baap and be the faithful 
servants of the taxpayers. 

Ours is perhaps amongst 
a handful of countries where 

anybody even without any o�-
cial sanction can walk into a 
neighbourhood automobile 
shop and buy a beacon of his 
choice at a price. No questions 
are asked. �is unreasonable 
and unjusti�ed extension of 
lal batti culture and inclusion 
of a vast number of non-emer-
gency services has rightly led 
to this outcry and strong pub-
lic opinion against such �a-
grant misuse of privileges and 
entitlements.

Beacons have been used 
traditionally by the emer-
gency services like the police, 
�re services, ambulances, and 
allied enforcement services. 

A crane deployed to remove 
debris a�er a natural or 
human-made disaster employs 
a beacon to keep people away 
from harm’s way and to warn 
them about the situation. A 
police car chasing crimi-
nals is well within its right to 
use the red/blue beacon. An 
ambulance carrying a critical 
patient must announce itself 
by using the beacon. But why 
does a bureaucrat or a police 
o�cer, a judicial magistrate, 
a politician or any other gov-
ernment functionary need a 
beacon to go to the workplace 
or to attend a social and pri-
vate function? It will be good 
if the new set of rules on the 
subject limit the use of beacons 
only to emergency services. It 
is a bitter pill that India must 
swallow to grow as a mature 
society safeguarding princi-
ples of equality and fairness. 
�e best would be to do away 
with sarkari cars by introduc-
ing handsome transportation 
allowance. 

 Claims and counter claims 
for initiating this positive 
move have already started �y-
ing thick and fast by political 
parties. �e implementation 
may be easier in the Central 
establishments. But some 
states may take longer to fall 
in line. Closer watch will have 
to be maintained on all those 
who are going to be dispos-
sessed of their prized beacons. 
Rules can be bent, broken and 
twisted to please those who 
matter. If not the beacon, bet-
ter is to get a police escort car 
with beacons! Yes, that is a 
possibility in our free country.

(Somesh Goyal is an IPS 
o�cer of Himachal Pradesh 

cadre. �e views expressed 
here are strictly personal.)
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Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s victory in a contro-
versial referendum, by a razor-
thin majority for a Presidential 

form of government with sweeping 
powers, may not re�ect popular con-
sensus on where the country wants to 
move since the establishment of the 
republican form of government in 1923 
by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk.

In fact, it re�ects a deep urban-rural 
divide. �ree major cities--Ankara, 
Izmir, and Istanbul voted “No”.

�ere were strong indications that 
the voting was far from fair. Interna-
tional election observers criticised the 
decision by Turkish election o�cials to 
allow as valid more than a million bal-
lots that had been cast without an o�-
cial stamp. During the campaign for 
the April, 16 referendum authori-
ties arrested a leading opposition poli-
tician against the “yes” movement and 
cracked down on journalists critical of 
the referendum. 

Ever since coming to power as 
Prime Minister more than a decade ago, 
Erdogan had long wanted to change the 
constitutional make-up of Turkey from 
where the Parliament and Prime Minis-
ter held power with the President largely 
a ceremonial �gurehead to a Presiden-
tial form of government.

�ough the �nal result will be 
announced in the next few days, 
the country’s electoral commission 
announced that with 99 per cent of 
votes counted, 51.3 per cent voters have 
voted in favour of the referendum and 
48.7 per cent against it and the situa-
tion will more or less remain the same.

�e constitutional amendments 
approved by the voters abolish the post 
of the Prime Minister and transfer exec-
utive power to the President, allow the 
newly empowered President to issue 
decrees and appoint many judges and 
o�cials responsible for scrutinising his 
decisions, limit the President to two 
�ve-year terms but give the option of 
running for a third term if Parliament 
truncates the second one by calling for 
early elections.

�e country would continue to have 
a Parliament, which would essentially 
become similar to the US Congress. It 
could override the President’s execu-
tive decisions.

�e result seems to indicate that 
Turkish people have grown wary of the 
parliamentary system over the years 
because coalition governments have 

weakened the governance setup and 
the writ of the state.

�e opposition Republican Peoples 
Party led by Kemal Kilicdaroglu warned 
a�er the result that the dramatic change 
would turn Turkey into a “one-man 
rule,” while supporters of the new con-
stitution believe that concentrating the 
executive power in the President will 
improve the decision-making process.

Erdogan’s critics say his move to 
have a Presidential form of government 
is an example of how democratic pro-
cess can, at times, throw up undemo-
cratic results. It further diminishes the 
chance of Turkey’s membership of the 
European Union.

Hailing the victory in front of a 
crowd of supporters in Istanbul, Erdo-
gan said: “We are enacting the most 
important governmental reform of our 
history.” He, however, gave no particu-
lar clues in his victory speech on how he 
plans to respond to his critics.

Erdogan’s strategy seems to be 
intended to prevent Turkey from trans-
forming into another religious state that 
could morph into a bastion of extrem-
ism, Arab News commented.

Erdogan, one of the most moderate 
Muslim leaders in the region represents 
the survival of a secular government in 
the Muslim world, has been acting as a  
de facto head of government since his 
election in 2014 despite having no con-
stitutional right to wield such powers.

His position as the tallest leader in 
the country was further consolidated 
a�er a failed coup attempt on July 15, 

2016. An unprecedented groundswell of 
his supporters rallied against the rebels 
and foiled the coup. 

�e referendum, apart from shaping 
Turkey’s domestic politics in the years to 
come, will also have a signi�cant e�ect 
on its foreign relations.

One of the immediate tasks Erdogan 
faces is to rebuild ties with the West, 
severely damaged during the referen-
dum campaign as he sought to manu-
facture diplomatic crises to energise his 
base. A�er Germany and the Nether-
lands had blocked Turkish o�cials from 
campaigning in their respective coun-
tries having sizeable Turkish popula-
tion, Erdogan had said both the nations 
had shown Nazi-like behaviour, draw-
ing rebuke from German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel.

�e West has reacted cautiously, 
but with some concern, over the ref-
erendum held under the emergency 
declared a�er the failed coup.

Some capitals, such as London, were 
holding �re until hearing the opin-
ion of the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
which had an observer mission in Tur-
key. Others o�ered their �rst, cautious, 
reactions.

�e EU urged the Turkish govern-
ment to seek the broadest agreement 
a�er Erdogan narrow’s victory on the 
sweeping constitutional changes that 
the opposition says risk authoritarian 
rule.

“In view of the close referendum 
result and the far-reaching implications 

of the constitutional amendments, we 
also call on the Turkish authorities to 
seek the broadest possible national con-
sensus in their implementation,” said a 
statement issued by European Com-
mission head Jean-Claude Juncker, EU 
foreign a�airs chief Federica Mogherini 
and EU Enlargement Commissioner 
Johannes Hahn.

Austrian Foreign Minister Sebas-
tian Kurz said on Twitter that “it shows 
how divided the country is; Collabo-
ration with the EU will be even more 
complex.” 

Turkey is o�cially an EU candidate 
nation, although its accession process 
has been moving at a glacial pace for 
years when it has moved at all.

“Strange to see democracy restrict 
democracy. �e majority has the right 
to decide, but I’m quite concerned 
about new Turkish constitution,” Dan-
ish Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmus-
sen said via Twitter. 

A NATO o�cial said that the con-
stitutional referendum in alliance mem-
ber Turkey “is a matter for the Turkish 
people”.

Turkey’s disenchantment with 
NATO and the West and its receding EU 
accession hope are playing an important 
role in rede�ning the country’s rela-
tions with Asian powers including India 
which he is likely to visit shortly.

(M Shakeel Ahmed is former  
Editor, PTI. He has also served  

as West Asia Correspondent for  
PTI, based in Bahrain from 1988 to 

1995. �e views are strictly personal.)

What next for Turkey?EDITORIAL

All eyes on the country after Erdogan’s victory in controversial referendum
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The unreasonable 
and unjustified 
extension of lal 
batti culture and 
inclusion of a 
vast number of 
non-emergency 
services has 
rightly led to this 
outcry and strong 
public opinion 
against such 
flagrant misuse 
of privileges and 
entitlements

Unlike previous occasions, the municipal elections 
in the national capital this time have generated 
a lot of interest in the media with many column 
inches and air time dedicated to it. However, going 

by the voter turnout, these elections have seemingly not gen-
erated much interest in the people. Overall the voter turnout 
just went past the 46% mark till 4 pm on Sunday. Nonethe-
less, in the days leading up to Sunday’s elections to the three 
municipal corporations of Delhi, all the major players—the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, Congress, and the Aam Aadmi Party—
ran high-octane campaigns. �e stakes for all the three parties 
involved are high. As per reports on the ground, the general 
narrative in these elections seems to suggest that the BJP and 
Congress are out to sideline the Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP. 
For both the national parties, AAP represents the disruptive 
force that could threaten their hold over urban local bodies in 
Delhi. For AAP, however, it is all about consolidating the gains 
it achieved in 2015 Delhi Assembly elections when it won a 
whopping 67 out of 70 seats. �e Election Commission will 
publish the results of these elections on April 26.

Fresh from its stunning victory in the Uttar Pradesh 
Assembly elections, and four other states, besides signi�cant 
gains in local body elections in Odisha and Maharashtra, the 
BJP is very keen on maintaining its electoral momentum. In 
the recent Maharashtra civic polls earlier this year, the party 
won in eight of the ten municipal corporations, sidelining the 
Congress and Nationalist Congress Party, besides putting its 
ally Shiv Sena on notice in the state. Following this success-
ful political endeavour, the BJP displaced the Congress and 
emerged as the second largest party in the recent panchayat 
polls in Odisha. In the national capital, however, the equa-
tions are very di�erent. Going by the actions of the previous 
and current Lieutenant Governors, it is very apparent that the 
BJP is still smarting from its stunning loss in the last Delhi 
Assembly elections, where it won just three seats. Despite party 
president Amit Shah overseeing the campaign personally and 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi staking his own credibility, the 
BJP lost rather badly in 2015. �us, it has become imperative 
for Shah that the BJP maintains its hold over the municipal 
corporations of Delhi, which it has governed for the last ten 
years, and stop AAP in its tracks. But anti-incumbency is a 
real concern for the BJP. In light of these circumstances, media 
reports indicate that Shah micromanaged the party’s a�airs in 
these elections, roping in a whole host Union Ministers, Chief 
Ministers, and state leaders for the campaign. In a signi�cant 
move, which indicates Shah’s awareness of the massive anti-
incumbency his party faces in these elections, he decided not 
to issue any tickets to sitting councillors. On expected lines, 
this move has caused a lot of consternation among the local 
cadre, although Shah’s reasons are very valid. �ere is a de�-
nite attempt to break away from the party’s poor record in the 
municipal bodies over the past ten years. Under its tenure, the 
MCDs have su�ered from grave mismanagement, besides fac-
ing allegations of corruption. �e campaign has more or less 
avoided any mention of the party’s achievements and instead 
focussed on promoting Brand Modi.    

One of the BJP’s major promises before the 2012 MCD 
elections was to fundamentally change and improve the san-
itation system in the city, allied with a massive door-to-door 
garbage collection and waste segregation, and construction of 
public toilets at all busy spots, especially for women. In the �ve 
years since the elections and three years a�er Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi launched the Swachh Bharat Mission, the 
sanitation system outside the con�nes of the NDMC area has 
gone from bad to worse. �e city has su�ered from a series of 
strikes by sanitation workers because they were not paid their 
wages on time, leading to piles of garbage strewn all across 
Delhi that leaves behind a putrid smell. Reports state that the 
incidence of communicable diseases (dengue and chikungu-
nya) reached new highs high last year, while the MCDs barely 
spent any of the funds allocated to them under the Swachh 
Bharat Mission. In the recently conducted Swachh Survekshan 
in 2016, which is a survey published by the Ministry of Urban 
Development, it was found that less than 10% of Delhi’s resi-
dents rate their city as clean. Less than 15% claim that they 
are always able to �nd a dustbin and just a quarter of the city 
is endowed with door-to-door waste segregation. Meanwhile, 
the state of public toilets in the city remains pitiable. For the 
most part, these toilets are dirty, unhygienic, and su�er from 
an inadequate water supply. Some of these toilets even pose 
safety hazards for women with no separate section for them, 
and in certain cases, there aren’t any doors and lights. �ere 
are also over 1800 primary schools that are run by the MCDs. 
Once again, expert studies report that the state of education 
in these schools is rather poor with a signi�cant number of 
students applying to other Delhi government schools from 
class 6 onwards unable to even inculcate basic reading skills. 
Most of the students in these primary schools are from low-
income households, and such neglect of their education, one 
would argue, is criminal. It is imperative to note that the MCDs 
handle a whole host of concerns, but it is education and sani-
tation that have garnered the spotlight. 

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and his party have 
a lot riding on these MCD polls. A�er its sweep in 2015, the 
party should have been in pole position moving into Sunday’s 
elections. A humiliating defeat in the recent Rajouri Garden 
by-poll, where its candidate lost his deposit, besides losses in 
the recent Punjab and Goa Assembly elections, have sti�ed 
the AAP’s electoral momentum. With its plans for national 
expansion su�ering a setback, the party has decided to turn its 
attention back to Delhi and tighten its grip on the city-state. 
Despite the hurdles placed before the AAP government by 
the Delhi High Court, successive lieutenant governors and 
the Centre, it has managed to achieve signi�cant successes in 
the spheres of public health and education. �e Delhi govern-
ment’s relentless pursuit on upgrading the quality of instruc-
tion o�ered in public schools has borne fruit, complemented 
well by the formation of School Management Committees (an 
institution mandated in Section 21 of the Right to Education 
Act) and activities like Reading Melas—part if its campaign 
for better learning outcomes. In the sphere of public health, 
the AAP government has set up Mohalla Clinics, which are 
aimed at providing basic healthcare facilities to the ordinary 
person’s doorstep. However, as Padmapriya Janakiraman, a 
Delhi-based public policy researcher asks in a recent column, 
“But what use is a mohalla clinic if basic sanitation is not 
ensured? What use are model schools if the foundations laid 
in primary school are insu�cient? And what use is the idea 
of mohalla sabhas if the municipality cannot be held account-
able for my unusable colony road?” It is for these reasons that 
AAP is desperate for a win.

For the Congress, these elections present an opportunity 
for a revival in the city-state. Ever since the party’s loss in 2013 
and humiliation in 2015, and the subsequent rise of AAP in 
Delhi and BJP across the length and breadth of this country, 
the Congress has looked to regain its political relevance under 
the leadership of senior leader Ajay Maken. Like the BJP, the 
Congress has also included its top leaders in the campaign. 
What will be the outcome of these MCD elections?  We will 
�nd out on April 26. 

Stakes are 
high in MCD 
elections
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EDITOR

There is a pressing need to institutionalise the undertaking of solar power exploitation so the envi-
ronment may be of better quality. Including renewable energy projects in priority sector and lend-
ing guidelines is indeed a very pragmatic and a much-needed move. While solar energy is an ideal 
solution to many problems pertaining to environment and economy, it is not feasible for a number 
of reasons. Though the returns may be remarkable, the setting up of a solar power plant and main-
tenance of that is no small task. This method of extracting resource is akin to harvesting rain water 
which is difficult to do on a small scale.  

M SHAKEEL 
AHMED

My �rst wish is to see 
this plague of mankind, 
war, banished from the 
earth

Quote martial

GEORGE WASHINGTON 

 There needs to be a new set of rules to limit the use of beacons to only 
emergency services, suggests Somesh Goyal

‘Lal batti’ off!
HARSHITA Via email

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
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Two power-driven 
factions of ruling 
AIADMK, a magnif-
icent political struc-

ture that late J Jayalalithaa, 
popularly known as ‘Amma’, 
created in her lifetime, were 
nearly bringing down the edi-
�ce, before agreeing to a truce 
on April 22, though with sub-
stance yet to be negotiated.  

For months as the rival 
groups, merrily engaged in 
their games, governance in 
Tamil Nadu was at a standstill, 
a State wracked by the worst 
drought and widespread water 
crisis in a hot summer.

�is unprecedented politi-
cal crisis in Tamil Nadu, also 
�scally strained and highly 
indebted, was viewed more as 
an opportunity by M K Sta-
lin, DMK leader, with credible 
numbers to step into a poten-
tial vacuum. �e only other 
expectant force thirsting for 
political space, BJP has been 
equally active, so much so that 
other state parties saw the hand 
of BJP at the Centre manipu-
lating the course of AIADMK 
developments in Tamil Nadu 
including a tax raid.

Income tax authorities 
raided the residence of one of 
the Ministers Vijayabaskar who 
was allegedly trying to arrange 
distribution of Rs. 86 crores 
among voters in RK Nagar, a 
North Chennai constituency, 
where by-election had been 
called for April 12 but cancelled 
subsequently amid widespread 
reports of cash distribution to 
voters.  

�ough denied by Central 
Ministers, Tamil Nadu mat-
ters critically for Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi both for 
the July Presidential elections 
and even more for his second 
enthronement in 2019, with a 
friendly AIADMK, given the 
signi�cant numbers AIADMK 
command. (In 2014, the late 
Jayalalithaa took away 37 out 
of 39 TN seats in Lok Sabha). 
Both Panneerselvam (while in 
o�ce) and his successor of the 

Sasikala faction, Chief Minister 
E Palaniswami, have had meet-
ings with Modi on state issues.

�e three-month long cri-
sis in Tamil Nadu was trig-
gered when Chief Minister 
O Panneerselvam resigned 
in January and raised a ban-
ner of revolt against e�orts of 
Amma’s closest aide V K Sasi-
kala, already General Secretary, 
to take over leadership of Gov-
ernment. And with the support 
of a majority, Sasikala met the 
Governor to stake her claim.

Panneerselvam (OPS) had 
the backing of about a dozen 
MLAs and some MPs and other 
senior cadres, and claimed he 
was engaged in a “Dharma 
Yudh” to see that Sasikala (now 
in jail a�er a Supreme Court 
verdict) and her nominee 
and family member Deputy 
General Secretary TTV Dhi-
nakaran were thrown out of 
AIADMK. He has other tough 
demands.

In recent weeks, some of 
the Ministers (Sasikala fac-
tion) and the Panneerselvam 
group began to realise that in 
the evolving political situation 
with serious problems ahead 
including local body elections 
to follow within two months, 
they must try to restore the 

original stature of AIADMK 
and stand united. Otherwise, 
the AIADMK Government 
cannot last its full term till 2021 
and both factions will have to 
sink together. 

Strangely, Panneerselvam, 
who hardly spoke or made 
decisions whenever Jayalalithaa 
had asked him to look a�er her 
portfolios, turned quite hawk-
ish this time and set sti� pre-
conditions for talks with the 
Palaniswami group. Apart 
from sacking Sasikala and fam-
ily from the party, which has 
been agreed to by the Ministe-
rial side, he also wanted a CBI 
inquiry into the treatment and 
circumstances of her demise on 
December 5 in Apollo Hospital.

�e Palaniswami Govern-
ment, with a majority of barely 
�ve or six MLAs, is highly vul-
nerable to con�dence votes 
demanded by Stalin - and 11 
MLAs of rival camp could also 
switch sides - and the Party 
also needs the frozen “Two 
Leaves” symbol, for local body 
elections.  

Palaniswami has taken the 
initiative and o�ered to step 
aside in favour of Panneer-
selvam (being restored as Chief 
Minister) while he would settle 
for the party’s highest post of 

General Secretary.  Both groups 
have formed seven-member 
teams with leading party lead-
ers on both sides to thrash out 
remaining, some undoubtedly 
tough, issues.

Dhinakaran, already hav-
ing to �ght old and new cases 
in di�erent courts for FERA 
violation and also his alleged 
attempt to bribe EC to ensure 
allotment of AIADMK sym-
bol to Amma DMK which he 
sought to represent in the bye-
lection, seems to have taken the 
new development in stride. He 
is yet to take soundings from 
Sasikala, serving her four-year 
jail term in a Bengaluru prison.

Panneerselvam had at an 
early stage taken the factional 
battles to the Election Com-
mission raising the legitimacy 
of Sasikala’s appointment as 
General Secretary in the �rst 
instance and thereby he could 
claim AIADMK symbol “Two 
Leaves”  for his group candi-
date who was to face Dhina-
karan (backed by Ministers 
of the Edappadi Palaniswami 
Government).

�e Election Commission 
has given time till June 16 to the 
two factions in the AIADMK to 
submit the documents and a�-
davits supporting their claim 

of numerical strength in the 
party to claim the two leaves 
symbol. It is unlikely that RK 
Nagar byelection would be held 
soon. �e State electoral o�-
cer is under pressure from the 
High Court not to delay the 
local body elections deferred 
on more than one occasion, 
now likely by the end of May.    

Radhakrishnan Nagar 
constituency had elected Jay-
alalithaa twice, once a�er her 
acquittal in the Disproportion-
ate Assets Case by the Karna-
taka High Court in 2015 and 
again in the 2016 Assembly 
elections, which renewed her 
mandate for a second succes-
sive �ve-year term (2016-2021).

�e unexpected cancella-
tion of the RK Nagar bypoll 
was a shock not only to the rival 
camps battling for legitimacy, 
as the actual heir to Amma Jay-
alalithaa’s legacy, but even more 
to the major opposition DMK 
leader Mt M K Stalin, who had 
hoped to wrest the AIADMK 
stronghold for his party and 
turn it a vote of no-con�-
dence against the Palaniswami 
Government.

Stalin has been desperately 
attempting to rally all politi-
cal forces, other than BJP and 
two factions of AIADMK, and 
emerge as the principal politi-
cal voice of the State’s interests, 
especially the distressed farm-
ers in Cauvery delta, awaiting 
the waiver of loans and other 
relief measures to meet the 
water crisis enveloping Tamil 
Nadu.

Now that the Palaniswami 
government ministers 
themselves have distanced  
themselves, Dhinakaran says  
he is no longer doing work 
of the party. �e latter was 
expected to meet Sasikala 
and discuss the future course 
of action. A few voices are 
still being raised in her sup-
port here and there. Panneer-
selvam already tastes victory 
in his “Dharma Yudh”.  IPA

(�e views expressed 
 are strictly personal.)
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Livestock is a 
major source of 
livelihood for the 
state’s poor and 
curbs on animal 
trade will reduce 
the income of the 
rural population. 
With the Yogi 
Adityanath-led 
government 
promising to 
double the income 
of farmers in the 
next five years, 
it is the livestock 
economy that 
can provide the 
much-needed 
momentum

The three-month 
long crisis in 
Tamil Nadu was 
triggered when 
Chief Minister 
Panneerselvam 
resigned in 
January and 
raised a banner 
of revolt against 
efforts of Amma’s 
closest aide V K 
Sasikala, already 
General Secretary, 
to take over 
leadership of the 
government

 Livelihoods at stake
 Jitendra and Ishan Kukreti report on the economic implications of the  

Uttar Pradesh government’s recent crackdown on slaughterhouses

Relentless political drama in TN

S.  
SETHURAMAN

Livestock rearing forms an integral 
part of the village economy, with 
both large and marginal farmers 
keeping animals to supplement their 

income and secure them against crop losses 
and other contingencies. According to the 
National Sample Survey O�ce report on 
agricultural households released in 2014, 
12 per cent of the farmers’ average monthly 
income of Rs 6,421 comes from livestock. 

With no takers for his bu�alo, the farmer 
whose wife killed herself may now have to let 
the animal go astray. “Feeding a cow or buf-
falo is an expensive a�air. It requires at least 
�ve kg of dry straw worth Rs 50 every day,” 
he says. �e cost of keeping a bu�alo, exclud-
ing manual labour and costly feed, comes to 
around Rs 30,200 a year, which is just half of 
a farmer’s annual income of Rs 77,112. 

Fearing that government action will make 
the sale of animal more di�cult in the future, 
other farmers have begun distress-selling of 
their livestock, which means selling them 
o� at throwaway prices. A 70-year-old mar-
ginal farmer from a village in Banda district 
walked 7 km to the weekly market only to 
�nd it “empty”. He had come to sell his cow 
and calf for as low as Rs 2,500. “It is time to 
harvest the crop. We require cash to pay for 
labour and the transport of grains. But there 
are no buyers,” he says. 

Once the farmers sell animals, they pass 
through several hands before they land on 
our dinner plate. �e largest group of those 
employed in meat sale consists of traders and 
intermediaries, who buy the animals from 
farmers and sell them to slaughterhouses. 

�ough the BJP government in UP insists 
it is following court orders, local media 
reports suggest that the ban has a�ected 
the licensed slaughter of bu�aloes, goats, 
and chickens too.  All is quiet at the weekly 
“Sunday” market in Banda town which sees 
a weekly trade of 150-200 bu�aloes and 
some milch animals worth around Rs 20 
lakh. Traders sit in groups and discuss news 
reports of violence against animal traders. 
“When the new government came to power, 
business �rst slowed down and then stopped,” 
says the owner of the market. Another weekly 
market in Bakarganj in Fatehpur district is 
also empty on a Friday. More than 800 ani-
mals worth around Rs 2 crore is traded at the 
market every week. “I took a bu�alo from a 
farmer in Himmatnagar village and walked 
20 km to the market,” says a 32-year-old 
trader from the district. “But there were no 
buyers. I gave it back to the farmer and asked 
him to wait till the situation improves.”

�e ban has a�ected some of the poor-
est and most oppressed communities in the 
Indian caste hierarchy. For instance, men of 
the Kaparia community, whose traditional 
occupation is broom making, are now mostly 
involved in the animal trade. On March 24, 

a Kaparia group claimed that the police had 
seized their bu�aloes and extorted Rs 40,000 
without returning the animals. Now, other 
community members from a village in Banda 
district have decided to stay clear of animal 
markets. “We do not have money to pay the 
police. We will be sent to jail,” says a Kaparia 
animal trader. 

Shunned by most communities, the job 
of slaughtering is relegated to those who are 
at the lowest end of the social hierarchy. A 
slaughterer from the Muslim Qureshi com-
munity in Fatehpur district used to slaugh-
ter four to six bu�aloes every week for Rs 
500 each. But now, he fears the police will 
nab him. “On March 24, I was robbed by 
goons of Bajrang Dal while returning from 
the market. �ey were shouting and accus-
ing me of cow slaughter,” he says. �ere are 
25 Qureshi households in his village. �e 
village head did not allow Down To Earth to 
enter the village and claimed that all Qureshis 
had �ed their homes. “I don’t think the situa-
tion will improve soon, so I am asking them 
to look for another source of livelihood,” 
he says. Yet, he admits that bu�alo meat is 
an important part of the village diet. “It is 

cheaper than mutton, chicken, and �sh. We 
cannot a�ord any other meat in our wedding 
feasts,” he says.

Animal slaughter is practised by Hindu 
communities too. A Khatik slaughterer and 
meat shop owner says, “My shop was closed 
down even though I have a licence. �ere 
are rumours that I also sell cow and bu�alo 
meat. But I sell only goat meat.” �e Chikwa 
community also slaughters sheep and goat 
for a living. And given India’s peculiar caste 
system, the Chikwas can be either Hindu or 
Muslim. A Hindu Chikwa slaughterer and 
seller says, “My licence has not been renewed 
though I applied for it six months ago.” A 
Muslim Chikwa slaughterer says business 
has collapsed since the ban. “We used to earn 
Rs 500 a day by slaughtering goats. Now our 
earnings have stopped.” 

Overall, the meat industry provides direct 
employment to more than 2.5 million people, 
according to the All India Meat and Livestock 
Exporters Association. �e number of those 
indirectly a�ected by the ban is estimated to 
be much higher.

Incidents of vandalism and harassment 
have also a�ected those involved in the trade 

of milch animals. For instance, two trucks 
carrying 26 milch bu�aloes were seized by 
vigilantes and shi�ed to open cowsheds on 
the outskirts of Banda town. �e caretaker of 
the bu�aloes says, “�ere is no facility of fod-
der and water for the animals at the shed. It 
will a�ect their milk yield and bu�aloes will 
fetch a small price.” �e animals would have 
sold for more than Rs 12 lakh. 

�e slaughterhouse ban has impacted 
even tanneries. A man, who works at a tan-
nery in Kanpur, cycles 60 km to and fro 
from Unnao every day. “�ere are no jobs 
in Unnao, and I have a family of six to feed,” 
he says. All 50 households in his village in 
Unnao depend on Kanpur’s tanneries, some 
of the oldest and largest in the country. �e 
Small Tanneries Association estimates that 
illegal slaughterhouses provide around 40 
per cent of all leather to small and medium 
enterprises and 10-20 per cent to big leather 
industries. �e leather industry employs 
nearly half a million people in Kanpur alone.

A reality check
While the government must ensure that 

the meat industry meets all food safety and 

environment norms, it must caution against 
misinformation. BJP’s election manifesto for 
Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections 2017 had 
stated that livestock numbers had fallen dur-
ing the previous government because of ille-
gal slaughterhouses. But the 19th Livestock 
Census of 2012 shows that Uttar Pradesh’s 
cattle population increased by 2.4 per cent 
and bu�alo population by 16 per cent com-
pared to 2007. 

Livestock is a major source of livelihood 
for the state’s poor and curbs on animal trade 
will reduce the income of the rural popu-
lation. A farmer from Banda says, “When 
the animals become unproductive, farmers 
replace them with productive animals. If the 
atmosphere of fear persists, the whole state 
will face the problem of stray animals and 
farmers will shy away from keeping milch 
animals. �is will lead to a decrease in the 
state’s milk production.” With the Yogi Adity-
anath-led government promising to double 
the income of farmers in the next �ve years, 
it is the livestock economy that can provide 
the much-needed momentum.  DOWN TO EARTH

(�e views expressed are  
strictly those of Down to Earth.)

Fragile accord to save ruling AIADMK emerges

Reports from all 
over Delhi of EVM 
malfunction, people 
wid voter slips not 
allowed to vote. What 
is SEC doing?

ARVIND KEJRIWAL
@ArvindKejriwal  

Looking at @
arvindkejriwal's 
tweets, it is amply 
clear that AAP is 
facing a Punjab / Goa 
kind of decimation in 
MCD also.

AMIT MALVIYA
@malviyamit  

tweet
RETWEET

Voted. Who runs the 
corporation will make 
a real difference to 
health, education, our 
daily lives. #MCDElec-
tions2017

KARUNA NUNDY
@karunanundy  

Blaring loudspeakers 
have about as much 
to do with religion as 
compulsory chanting 
of "BharatMata Ki Jai" 
has to do with genuine 
patriotism.

SHASHI THAROOR
@ShashiTharoor 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami 
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RACING WITH THE SUN

Runners make their way over Tower Bridge during the London Marathon on Sunday AP/PTI

ARMY BASE ATTACK ‘Britain’s Conservatives to 
focus on Brexit, energy in poll’

LONDON: Britain’s ruling 
Conservative Party’s election 
manifesto will focus on Brexit 
and domestic concerns, such 
as strengthening the economy 
and putting a cap on energy 
prices, Work and Pensions 
minister Damian Green said 
on Sunday.

“�e manifesto will deal 
with two big issues facing the 
country - one obviously is the 
Brexit negotiations ... but the 
other half, which is equally 
important, is indeed the 
domestic agenda,” he told ITV’s 
Peston on Sunday program.

“�ere will be a lot about 
energy policy in the manifesto 
... I think that people feel that 
some of the big energy compa-
nies have taken advantage of 
them with the tari�s.”

 �eresa May appeared on 
course to win a crushing elec-
tion victory in June a�er opin-
ion polls put support for her 
ruling Conservative party at 
around 50 percent, double that 
of the opposition Labour party. 
May’s decision to call a June 8 
election stunned her political 
rivals this week and a string of 
polls released late on Saturday 
suggested the gamble had paid 
o�, with one from ComRes 
showing the party of Margaret 
�atcher enjoying levels of sup-
port not seen since 1991.

May, appointed prime min-
ister in the turmoil that fol-
lowed Britain’s vote to leave 
the European Union last June, 
said she needed the election to 
secure her own mandate and 
strengthen her hand for the 
Brexit negotiations ahead. She 
is also looking to capitalise on 
the disarray swirling around 
the Labour party, which has 
been riven with internal divi-

sion over its leader Jeremy 
Corbyn. Voters also appear 
to be switching from the anti-
EU UKIP party, which helped 
campaign for Brexit, to May’s 
Conservatives, which will likely 
deliver it.

“�e announcement of 
a snap election has clearly 
focused the minds of the elec-
torate,” said James Crouch at 
pollster Opinium. In two other 

polls, May’s Conservatives also 
gained ground in Scotland at 
the expense of the Scottish 
National Party, potentially 
weakening the nationalists’ 
demand for another indepen-
dence referendum. 

May has already warned 
her party not to take vic-
tory for granted, a message 
that was echoed by pollsters  
on Saturday.

National Grid con�rmed 
that Britain had gone a full 
24-hour cycle without using 
coal to produce any of the 
country’s electricity, media 
reports said.

All electricity produced 
until late Friday night was 
generated from a mix of 
sources, but mainly gas �red 
and nuclear powered generat-
ing stations. Wind, biomass, 
and imported energy were also 
used on Friday, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

National Grid’s Cordi 
O’Hara said: “To have the �rst 
working day without coal since 
the start of the industrial revo-
lution is a watershed moment 
in how our energy system is 
changing. 

“Britain bene�ts from 
highly diverse and �exible 
sources of electricity. Our 
energy mix continues to change 
and National Grid adapts sys-
tem operation to embrace these 
changes.” �e 24-hour cycle 
started �ursday when a coal 
�res power plant at West Bur-
ton went o�ine.

“�e 24 hour cycle was 
con�rmed at 22.50 hours 
on Friday, a�er which we 
started to use coal-�red  
generation again. We can’t (tell) 
when this new record will be 
broken,” O’Hara said.  AGENCIES

Afghanistan declares 
national mourning day
KABUL: �e Afghan gov-
ernment declared Sunday as 
a national mourning day to 
pay tributes to scores of army 
personnel who died in a Tali-
ban attack at a military base in 
Balkh province.

At least 10 Taliban militants 
disguised as army personnel 
on Friday sneaked in at 209 
Shaheen Base Headquarters in 
Mazar-e-Sharif city, opening 
�re on unarmed and unsus-
pecting soldiers as they prayed 
at a mosque in the base.

“In order to pay tributes 
to the honourable and brave 
Afghan soldiers who martyred 
during Friday prayers in Sha-
heen 209 Corps mosque, the 
President declared Sunday as 
a National Mourning Day,” a 
presidential palace statement 
said on Saturday.

�e toll in the Taliban 
stealth attack continued to rise 
as of Sunday morning while 
there was no o�cial statement 
on it. Local media cited o�cials 
as saying that the deaths have 
surpassed 150 and over 80 have 
been injured. 

�e toll was likely to rise 
as many of injured were in a 
critical condition, o�cials said. 
Several bodies were on Sun-
day morning handed over to 
their families or shi�ed to their 
houses.

“Special prayers will be 

held in the Presidential Palace 
mosque and at mosques across 
the country and the national 
�ag will be at half-mast at home 
and Afghan diplomatic mis-
sions abroad,” the statement 
said. �e heavily armed mili-
tants in two military vehicles 
stormed the base a�er passing 
several security gates under the 
guise of carrying wounded per-
sons to the base hospital.

President Ashraf Ghani on 
Saturday inspected the site and 
chaired an emergency security 
meeting at the base, ordering a 
serious investigation into the 
deadly attack. 

He later visited the injured 
at the Corps hospital. “�is ter-
rorist attack is fully contradic-
tory to all human values and 
Islamic teachings,” the state-
ment said.

�e Taliban insurgency 
has been on the rampage 
since the beginning of 2015, 
as the Afghan forces assumed 
full responsibility of Afghani-
stan’s security from the US and 
NATO troops.  AGENCIES

Pope Francis criticised for comparing 
refugee centres to ‘concentration camps’

WASHINGTON: Pope Fran-
cis has drawn criticism from a 
Jewish organisation for com-
paring European refugee hold-
ing centres to “concentration 
camps”. �e ponti� made the 
comparison during a visit to 
Rome Basilica where he met 
with migrants on Saturday. 
Recalling his visit to a refugee 
camp on the Greek island of 
Lesbos last year, he talked of 
encountering a Muslim refu-
gee from the Middle East who 
told him how “terrorists came 
to our country”. 

According to Reuters, 
islamists cut the throat of the 
man’s Christian wife because 
she refused to throw her cruci-

�x on the ground Pope Francis 
said: “I don’t know if he man-
aged to leave that concentra-
tion camp, because refugee 
camps, many of them, are of 
concentration (type) because 

of the great number of people 
le� there inside them”. Soon 
a�erwards, the American Jew-
ish Committee (AJC) urged 
the ponti� ”to reconsider his 
regrettable choice of words“.

”�e conditions in which 
migrants are currently living in 
some European countries may 
well be di�cult, and deserve 
still greater international atten-
tion, but concentration camps 
they certainly are not,“ David 
Harris, the head of the AJC, 
said in a statement.”

�e Nazis and their allies 
erected and used concentra-
tion camps for slave labour 
and the extermination of mil-
lions of people during World 
War II. �ere is no compari-
son to the magnitude of that 
tragedy. “We respectfully urge 
the pope to reconsider his 
regrettable choice of words,”  
he added.  AGENCIES

China’s Xi says be combat-ready  
amid South China Sea dispute 

BEIJING:  Chinese President 
Xi Jinping has underlined 
the need for building a com-
bat-ready army and acceler-
ate the building of the theatre 
joint combat command sys-
tem, amidst the PLA �exing its 
muscles in the disputed South 
China Sea. 

Xi, the ruling Communist 
party’s General Secretary and 
the Central Military Com-
mission’s Chairman, made the 
comments while inspecting 
the Southern �eatre Com-
mand of the People’s Libera-
tion Army (PLA) on Friday 
and stressed building a strong 
army which should also avoid 
being corrupt. Xi, 63, viewed as 
the most powerful leader head-
ing the party, military and the 
government will complete his 
�rst �ve year term this year and 
expected to be re-elected for 

another �ve-year term during 
the 19th Party Congress to be 
held later this year.

He vowed to �ght corrup-
tion and enhance the “sense of 
gain” among o�cers and sol-
diers of the 2.3 million-strong 
People’s Liberation Army, the 
world’s largest. Xi asked mili-
tary personnel to strengthen 
their awareness in preparing 
for war, closely follow changes 
of situations and make unre-
mitting e�orts to enhance com-
bat capabilities.

Xi required an acceler-
ated building of the theatre 
joint combat command sys-
tem, vigorous development of 
a new-type �ghting force and 
simultaneous improvement of 
national defence strength and 
economic development, the 
o�cial Xinhua news agency 
quoted him as saying. His com-

ments came amid China’s mar-
itime disputes with its South 
China Sea neighbours. China 
claims almost all of the South 
China Sea, including islands 
more than 800 miles from the 
Chinese mainland, despite 
objections from neighbours 
such as the Philippines, Malay-
sia, Brunei and Vietnam.

Beijing has also created arti-
�cial islands in the area, out�t-
ting some of them with military 
features. �e issue is a source 
of ongoing tension and anger 
in the region. In his speech, 
Xi urged all military person-
nel to resolutely safeguard 
the authority of CPC Central 
Committee, unswervingly fol-
low the Party’s leadership and  
combat corruption. 

He asked all military per-
sonnel to greet the 19th CPC 
National Congress.  AGENCIES

38 Indians detained in UK for 
visa breach in factory raids

 LONDON: Britain’s immigration o�cials have 
detained 38 Indians, including nine women, for 
overstaying their visas or working illegally a�er 
conducting raids in two clothing factories in the 
city of Leicester.

�e UK Home O�ce Immigration Enforce-
ment team raided MK Clothing Ltd and Fashion 
Times UK Ltd in the city in the East Midlands 
region of England last week and held 38 Indi-
ans and one Afghan man. Of those detained, 
31 had outstayed their visas, seven had entered 
the country illegally and one was working in 
breach of their visa conditions, Leicester Mer-
cury reported. �e o�cials took 19 people into 
detention pending their removal from the UK 
while remaining 20 were ordered to report  
regularly to the Home O�ce while their cases 
are dealt with.

“Using illegal labour is not victimless. It 
cheats the taxpayer, undercuts honest businesses 
and denies legitimate job seekers of employ-
ment opportunities, said assistant director Ali-
son Spowage, from East Midlands Immigration 
Enforcement.

“�e penalties for businesses that do not play 

by the rules are rightly severe. �is operation, 
one of the largest- scale my team has conducted, 
sends a clear message that we have the resources 
to tackle immigration abuse.

All of our operations are intelligence-led and 
I would encourage people with detailed and spe-
ci�c information about illegal immigration to 
contact us, she said.

Immigration o�cials were accompanied 
by Leicestershire Police and HM Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC) o�cers during the raids. 
�e two �rms could face �nes of up to 20,000 
pounds for each illegal worker if it is proven they 
did not take steps to establish their employees’ 
legal status.

�is translates up to 240,000 pounds for MK 
Clothing Ltd and 180,000 pounds for Fashion 
Times UK Ltd. �e two factories are yet to com-
ment on the raids.

Under UK immigration rules, employers 
are required to carry out details right to work 
checks on the employees they hire and are 
liable for he�y �nes if they are found to have 
hired workers who do not have the legal right to  
work in Britain.  AGENCIES

Ready to strike US aircraft 
carrier; warns Aus of nuke strike 

if it toes US blindly: N Korea

SEOUL: North Korea said on 
Sunday it was ready to sink a 
US aircra� carrier to demon-
strate its military might, as two 
Japanese navy ships joined a US 
carrier group for exercises in 
the western Paci�c.

US President Donald 
Trump ordered the USS Carl 
Vinson carrier strike group to 
sail to waters o� the Korean 
peninsula in response to rising 
tension over the North’s nuclear 
and missile tests, and its threats 
to attack the United States and 
its Asian allies.

�e United States has not 
speci�ed where the carrier 
strike group is as it approaches 
the area. US Vice President 
Mike Pence said on Saturday it 
would arrive “within days” but 
gave no other details.

North Korea remained de�-
ant. “Our revolutionary forces 
are combat-ready to sink a US 
nuclear powered aircra� car-
rier with a single strike,” the 
Rodong Sinmun, the news-
paper of the North’s ruling 
Workers’ Party, said in a com-
mentary. �e commentary was 
carried on page three of the 
newspaper, a�er a two-page 
feature about leader Kim Jong 
Un inspecting a pig farm.

North Korea has bluntly 
warned Australia of a possible 
nuclear strike if Canberra per-
sists in “blindly and zealously 
toeing the US line”.

North Korea’s state new 
agency (KCNA) quoted a for-
eign ministry spokesman cas-
tigating Australian foreign 
minister, Julie Bishop, a�er 
she said the rogue nation 
would be subject to further 
Australian sanctions and for 
“spouting a string of rubbish  
against the DPRK over 
its entirely just steps for 
self-defence”.

“If Australia persists in 
following the US moves to 
isolate and sti�e the DPRK 
and remains a shock bri-
gade of the US master, this 
will be a suicidal act of  
coming within the range of 
the nuclear strike of the stra-
tegic force of the DPRK,” the 
report said.“�e Australian 
foreign minister had better 
think twice about the conse-
quences to be entailed by her 
reckless tongue-lashing before 
�attering the US.” However,  
Australia and New Zealand 
sti�ened their rhetoric against 
North Korea on Sunday  
a�er the threat.  AGENCIES

Labour leader Corbyn says could suspend 
Syria air strikes if elected
LONDON: The leader of Britain’s main opposition Labour Party Jeremy Corbyn 
said on Sunday he could suspend British involvement in air strikes against 
Syria if he was elected prime minister at a June 8 election. The veteran 
peace campaigner, whose Labour Party is around 20 points behind the ruling 
Conservatives in opinion polls, set out his position on a range of security and 
foreign policies, saying he would look again at Britain’s nuclear deterrent and 
was against using nuclear weapons. His comments were pounced upon by 
the Conservatives, who said that Corbyn posed a threat to British security and 
was the best reason “for sticking with the strong leadership of (Prime Minis-
ter) Theresa May”. Corbyn told the BBC’s Andrew Marr Show that he believed 
that “the only solution in Syria is going to be a political one”. “I want us to say 
‘Listen, let’s get people around the table quickly’ and a way of achieving that 
- suspending the strikes, possibly.” The leftist leader, whose views on foreign 
policy have often been at odds with those held by other lawmakers in his party, 
also said he would have to consider whether he would authorize a drone strike 
against the leader of Islamic State to limit civilian casualties. May, who said 
she had called the early election to shore up support for her divorce plan with 
the European Union and heal divisions in the country, looks set to win a large 
majority, with some polls putting support for her party at 50%. May decided 
to call a snap general election because she feared Jeremy Corbyn was on the 
verge of resigning, Downing Street sources have said. There had been growing 
expectations the Labour leader would stand down after what was predicted to 
be a bad performance for the party in local elections.  AGENCIES

Maldives 
blogger stabbed 

to death in 
restive capital

Male: A liberal blogger, 
Yameen Rasheed, was stabbed 
to death in the politically res-
tive Maldivian capital Male, his 
family members and colleagues 
said today. He was 29. Rasheed 
was found in the stairwell of his 
apartment with multiple stab 
wounds to his neck and chest 
today and died shortly a�er 
being taken to hospital, family 
members said. His blog, �e 
Daily Panic, had a considerable 
following and was known for 
poking fun at politicians in the 
nation of some 340,000 Sunni 
Muslims.

“With �e Daily Panic, I 
hope to cover and comment 
upon the news, satirise the fre-
quently unsatirisable politics of 
Maldives,” he wrote on his blog. 
Rasheed is the third media per-
sonality to be targeted in the 
Maldives in the past �ve years. 
Blogger Ismail Rasheed, also 
known as Hilath, was stabbed 
and wounded by an unidenti-
�ed attacker in 2012.

A journalist with the 
independent Minivan News, 
Ahmed Rilwan, was likely 
abducted in August 2014 and 
has been missing ever since. 
Exiled opposition leader and 
former president Mohamed 
Nasheed today demanded 
action on the latest killing of 
an independent journalist.

“President Nasheed is 
demanding an inquiry with 
international participation 
so it can’t be swept under the 
carpet as usual,” a spokesman 
for Nasheed told AFP. Polit-
ical tension has mounted in 
the Maldives a�er a failed bid 
by the opposition to impeach 
the country’s parliamentary 
speaker late last month.

�e regime of President 
Abdulla Yameen has arrested 
the last Maldives opposi-
tion leader not to be in jail 
or in exile as part of a major 
government crackdown on 
rival politicians, who nar-
rowly failed to seize control  
of parliament.  AGENCIES 

The toll in the 
Taliban stealth 
attack continued 
to rise as of 
Sunday morning

Fur coat worn by Titanic survivor 
sells for £150,000
LONDON: A fur coat worn by a first class stew-
ardess when the Titanic sank in 1912 has been 
sold for £150,000 at an auction in the UK, almost 
double its original valuation of £80,000. Mabel 
Bennett, (33 then), was in her nightdress when the 
ship began to sink after hitting an ice berg. More 
than 1,500 passengers and crew died when the 
ship sank in April 1912, on its maiden voyage. She 
had put on the beaver lamb fur coat she owned to 
keep her warm as she boarded lifeboat, the Tele-
graph reported. Bennett died aged 96 in 1974 and 
was the longest living female member of the crew. 
She had passed the coat on to her great niece in 
the 1960s as she found it too heavy to wear. The 
fur coat and letter of provenance went under the 
hammer on Saturday at an auction at Henry Al-
dridge and Son in Devizes, Wiltshire. The coat had 
been on display in the US after it was sold by her 
family in 1999.  AGENCIES
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BRIEFSWORLD
FIVE PILGRIMS KILLED IN NEPAL  
ACCIDENT 
KATHMANDU: At least five persons have been killed 
and 24 others injured when a bus carrying pilgrims 
met with an accident in western Nepal, officials said 
on Sunday. The bus, with nearly three dozen pilgrims, 
was headed for the famous Muktinath temple when 
it turned turtle in Mustang district yesterday, Chief Dis-
trict Officer Bhim Raj Pokharel said. Security person-
nel and a Nepal Army helicopter were rushed to the 
spot for rescue and relief operations. The bus driver 
was also injured in the accident which was apparently 
caused due to the poor road infrastructure in the re-
mote mountainous region, the official said. Muktinath is 
a famous Hindu and Buddhist pilgrimage site as well 
as a popular tourist destination.

SCIENTISTS PROTEST AGAINST TRUMP’S 
SLASHING OF RESEARCH BUDGETS
WASHINGTON: Bearing protest signs and many 
wearing lab coats, thousands of scientists from around 
the US began gathering here to express their objec-
tions to the cutbacks in scientific research proposed 
by President Donald Trump. The protest on Satur-
day, dubbed the March for Science and coinciding 
with Earth Day, is being held in more than 500 cities 
around the world, but all eyes are on Washington, 
where the organisers hoped to attract as many as 
75,000 people, Efe news reported.  

ROADSIDE BOMB IN SOMALIA KILLS 8 
SOLDIERS, POLICE SAY
MOGADISHU: A Somali police official says a road-
side bomb in a remote town in Somalia’s semiau-
tonomous state of Puntland has killed eight soldiers 
and injured three others. Ahmed Mohamed told The 
Associated Press that today’s blast targeted a military 
convoy in Galgala. Security forces have been battling 
Islamic State-linked fighters in the region.  There has 
been no immediate claim of responsibility for the 
blast, but the IS-linked extremists have carried out 
such attacks in the past.

FRENCH CONSULATE IN NEW YORK 
EVACUATED AFTER BOMB THREAT
NEW YORK: The French consulate in New York, where 
thousands of expatriates were registered to cast bal-
lots in their presidential election, was briefly evacuat-
ed following a bomb threat, officials said. A suspicious 
vehicle prompted police to clear the building on Fifth 
Avenue across from Central Park, Consul General 
Anne-Claire Legendre said on Saturday. “After the 
Champs Elysees attack, the New York police depart-
ment was told to be especially vigilant,” she said.
Dozens of people who were inside the building at 
about 5 pm (2100 GMT) waited on the sidewalk 
while authorities checked the vehicle.

TALLINN: One of the reasons the 
US Congress has launched an inves-
tigation into Russia’s alleged med-
dling in the 2016 US election is to 
“prevent the same kind of thing 
happening” to its NATO and other 
allies, US House Speaker Paul Ryan 
said on Saturday.

Ryan spoke at a news  
conference with Estonian  
Prime Minister Juri Ratas in  
Tallinn, the Estonian capital,  
during a visit by a bipartisan  
congressional delegation to the 
Baltic NATO member and staunch 
Washington ally.

While the Republican speaker 

claimed that Russia’s alleged med-
dling didn’t a�ect the outcome of 
the election won by US President 
Donald Trump he said its actions 
“cannot be tolerated.” 

“One thing we know for certain 
is that Russia meddled in our elec-
tion,” Ryan said. 

“�is is a foreign country try-
ing to meddle within the internal 
activities of a sovereign country or 
a democracy.” 

He stressed the US has a respon-
sibility to share the results of the 
Russia investigation with coun-
tries like Estonia, which in recent 
years has faced aggressive Rus-

sian disinformation campaigns 
along with Baltic neighbors Latvia  
and Lithuania. 

“What we’re doing through our 
investigation process is to �gure out 
exactly what is it they did and how 
they did it so that we can help, equip 
and assist our allies to prevent the 
same kind of thing happening to 
them,” Ryan said.

He thanked Estonia a country 
of 1.3 million for its strong com-
mitment to cyber defense and 
NATO, and for being one of the  
very few NATO members to 
spend two percent of its GDP on  
defense.

“We’re here to say thank you for 
meeting that pledge,” Ryan said.

Estonia’s relations with neigh-
boring Russia have remained cold 
and uneasy since the former Soviet 
republic gained independence  
in 1991. 

Among other things, bilateral 
ties have su�ered due to Estonia’s 
success at catching spies working 
for Moscow.

Ryan was meeting with Estonian 
President Kersti Kaljulaid later on 
Saturday with his eight-lawmaker 
delegation. 

Estonia was the last stop in the 
delegation’s European tour, which 
also included visits to Britain,  
Norway and Poland.  AGENCIES

Russian election meddling probe will help US allies: Ryan

French vote for president in 
litmus test for Europe’s future

PARIS: France voted on 
Sunday in the �rst round of 
a bitterly fought presiden-
tial election that is crucial to 
the future of Europe and a 
closely-watched test of vot-
ers’ anger with the political 
establishment.

Over 50,000 police backed 
by elite units of the French 
security services patrolled the 
streets less than three days a�er 
a suspected Islamist gunman 
shot dead a policeman and 
wounded two others on the 
central Champs Elysees ave-
nue. Voters will decide whether 
to back a pro-EU centrist new-
comer, a scandal-ridden vet-
eran conservative who wants 
to slash public spending, a 
far-le� eurosceptic admirer 
of Fidel Castro or to appoint 
France’s �rst woman president 
who would shut borders and 
ditch the euro. �e outcome 
will show whether the popu-
list tide that saw Britain vote 
to leave the EU and Donald 
Trump’s election in the United 
States is still rising, or starting 
to ebb. A high level of indeci-
sion adds to nervousness.

Hanan Fanidi, a 33-year-old 
�nancial project manager, was 
still unsure as she arrived at a 
polling station in Paris’ 18th 
arrondissement.

“I don’t believe in anyone, 
actually. I haven’t arrived at a 
candidate in particular who 
could advance things. I’m very, 
very pessimistic,” she said.

Emmanuel Macron, 39, 
a centrist ex-banker who set 
up his party just a year ago, is 
the opinion polls’ favorite to 
win the �rst round and beat 
far-right National Front chief 
Marine Le Pen in the two-per-
son run-o� on May 7. For them 

to win the top two qualifying 
positions on Sunday would 
represent a huge change in the 
political landscape. �e sec-
ond round would then feature 
neither of the mainstream par-
ties that have governed France 
for decades. But conservative 
Francois Fillon is making a 
comeback a�er being plagued 
for months by a fake jobs scan-
dal, and le�ist Jean-Luc Melen-
chon’s ratings have surged in 

recent weeks. Any two of the 
four has a chance to qualify for 
the run-o�. “It wouldn’t be the 
classic le� versus right divide 
but two views of the world 
clashing,” said Ifop pollsters’ 
Jerome Fourquet. “Macron bills 
himself as the progressive ver-
sus conservatives, Le Pen as the 
patriot versus the globalists.”

    �e seven other can-
didates, including the ruling 
Socialist party’s Benoit Hamon 

lag behind in opinion polls.
By noon (6.00 am ET), 

turnout amid sunshine and 
clear skies across much of 
France was 28.54 percent, 
according to o�cial �gures - 
around the same as in the 2012 
�rst round, in which almost 80 
percent eventually took part.

Some polls had been pre-
dicting a much lower turnout, 
closer to the 70 percent that 
took the then National Front 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen into 
the second round in 2002. Poll-
sters are unclear about what 
a low or high turnout could 
mean in 2017. President Fran-
cois Hollande and his predeces-
sor Nicolas Sarkozy have failed 
through both of the past two 
�ve-year presidencies to tackle 
the high unemployment and 
sluggish growth. �at issue, 
and the general trustworthi-
ness of politicians, stands out, 
polls say, even though secu-
rity has re-entered the debate 
since �ursday’s killing of a 
policeman.

Some argue the incident 
increases Le Pen’s chances; but 
previous militant attacks, such 
as the November 2015 killing 
of 130 people in Paris ahead 
of regional polls, have not 
appeared to have any impact 
on votes.  AGENCIES

Saudi king’s air 
force pilot son 

named US envoy

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has named an air force pilot son of 
King Salman as ambassador to its major ally Washington, 
with which ties are improving under President Donald Trump.

�e change came among a series of orders issued by the 
king yesterday, who shu�ed his cabinet and replaced the head 
of the army which for two years has been �ghting rebels in 
neighbouring Yemen. “Prince Abdullah bin Faisal bin Turki 
removed as ambassador to the US Prince Khaled bin Salman 
bin Abdulaziz appointed ambassador,” the o�cial Saudi Press 
Agency reported, citing a royal order. Prince Abdullah had 
served in the post for just over a year, according to the website 
of the Saudi embassy in Washington. �e United States and 
Saudi Arabia have a decades-old relationship based on the 
exchange of American security for Saudi oil. But ties between 
Riyadh and Washington became increasingly frayed during 
the administration of president Barack Obama. Saudi lead-
ers felt Obama was reluctant to get involved in the civil war in 
Syria and was tilting toward Riyadh’s regional rival Iran. �e 
Saudis have found a more favourable ear in Washington under 
Trump, who took o�ce in January and has denounced Iran’s 
“harmful in�uence” in the Middle East. Washington provides 
some logistical and intelligence support, as well as weapons, for 
the Saudi-led coalition in Yemen. �e kingdom also belongs 
to the US-led coalition against the Islamic State group in Iraq 
and Syria. Prince Khaled, the new ambassador, is an air force 
pilot who �ew missions as part of that anti-IS coalition, said 
Salman al-Ansari, president of the Saudi American Public Rela-
tion A�airs Committee (SAPRAC).

Ansari, whose committee is a private initiative to strengthen 
Saudi-US ties, described Prince Khaled as a “very organised 
personality, savvy, youthful, and active.” Another son of King 
Salman, Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, 31, is 
second in line to the throne and is one of the kingdom’s most 
powerful �gures. He holds the post of defence minister and 
is pushing a wide-ranging social and economic reform pro-
gramme. US Defence Secretary Jim Mattis visited Riyadh on 
Wednesday and said it was in Washington’s interest “to see a 
strong Saudi Arabia”.  AGENCIES

‘Rise in use of children in suicide attacks in W Africa’
NEW DELHI/DAKAR: �e abduc-
tion of 276 Chibok girls by Boko Haram 
in Nigeria three years ago marked a 
de�ning feature in the con�ict in the 
Lake Chad region which has since wit-
nessed an increasing use of children in 
so-called ‘suicide’ attacks, says a UNI-
CEF report. 

Since January 2014, 117 children 
more than 80 per cent of them girls 
have been used in suicide attacks in 
Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon 
(the four together forming the Lake 
Chad basin/region), said the report 
‘Silent Shame: Bringing out the voices 
of children caught in the Lake Chad 

crisis’, released on the third anniver-
sary of the abduction of girls.“A de�n-
ing feature of this con�ict has been the 
increasing use of children in so-called 
‘suicide’ attacks,” the report said. �e 
increase re�ects an alarming tactic by 
Boko Haram. 

So far, four children in 2014, 56 in 
2015, 30 in 2016 and 27 only in the �rst 
three months of 2017 have been used to 
carry out bomb attacks in public places 
across Nigeria, Chad, Niger and Cam-
eroon, the report said, adding that girls 
have been used in the vast majority of 
these attacks.

�e Islamic State-linked militant 

group Boko Haram had kidnapped 276 
schoolgirls from a secondary school in 
Nigeria’s northeastern town of Chibok 
in April, 2014. While some girls man-
aged to escape, 21 were released last 
year a�er negotiations with the militant 
group. However, as many as 195 girls 
still remain missing even as the Nige-
rian Defence Minister General Manir 
Dan Ali was recently quoted as saying 
that it may take “years” to �nd all the 
Chibok schoolgirls kidnapped by the  
militant group.  

UNICEF regional o�cer Patrick 
Rose said the children in the lake 
Chad basin face a range of challenges. 

“More than 1.3 million have been dis-
placed, many have lost loved ones and 
witnessed extreme violence. �ey’re 
struggling to get back to school, back to 
normal life. Several thousand children 
have been abducted by Boko Haram 
and need additional support to help the 
return to their families and �nd a sense 
of hope,” Rose said.

On the relief works going on in 
the a�ected countries both at the 
government and at the non-gov-
ernmental level, he said humani-
tarian response is reaching millions 
of people with health care, water,  
food and education.  AGENCIES

US defence 
secretary Mattis 
visits strategic 

Djibouti
DJIBOUTI: US Defence Secre-
tary Jim Mattis arrived on Sun-
day for a short visit to Djibouti, 
a strategically important coun-
try on the Horn of Africa which 
hosts the United States’ only per-
manent military base on the Afri-
can continent.

Camp Lemonnier, home 
to some 4,000 US soldiers and 
contractors, is vital to US mil-
itary operations in Soma-
lia against militant groups like 
Al-Shabaab, and also provides 
support for US operations in 
Yemen, where special forces  
regularly carry out drone strikes 
against Al-Qaeda in the Arabian 
Peninsula.

China is also in the process of 
establishing its �rst overseas mili-
tary base in the small port coun-
try just a few miles from the US 
camp, which has raised concern 
in Washington. 

Mattis is scheduled to meet 
with Djibouti’s president, Ismael 
Omar Guelleh, during his trip 
as well as with General �omas 
Waldhauser, commander of US 
troops in Africa.

“For (the defence depart-
ment) Camp Lemonnier and 
Chabelley are critical in terms of 
logistics. �ey support multiple 
US combat command”, a senior 
defence o�cial said, referring to 
an air�eld close to the camp, from 
which the US military operates 
drones.

Another senior defence o�-
cial, also speaking on condition 
of anonymity, also played down 
any concerns about China’s base 
construction. 

“At this point I don’t see why 
we should not be able to com-
fortably coexist with the Chinese 
presence, the way we do with the 
Japanese, the French...” the o�cial 
told reporters last week.

However, Waldhauser assured 
the US Senate’s armed forces 
committee in March that he had 
spoken to Guelleh “and expressed 
our concerns about some of the 
things that are important to us 
about what the Chinese may or 
may not do”.

With a population of 875,000 
people, Djibouti lies on the Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait, a gateway to 
the Suez Canal, one of the world’s 
busiest shipping routes. 

�e former French colony has 
launched major infrastructure 
projects aimed at turning it into 
a regional hub for trade and ser-
vices, using money largely bor-
rowed from China. 

China has said it wants the 
base to support its UN peace-
keepers in Africa.  AGENCIES

UK far-right party to make  
burqa-ban a manifesto pledge

LONDON: �e far-right, anti-
immigration UK Indepen-
dence Party is set to announce 
a ban on burqas in public places 
in its manifesto pledge for the 
June 8 general election.

As part of a so-called “inte-
gration agenda” to be unveiled 
tomorrow, party leader Paul 
Nuttall will also vow to out-
law Sharia law to prevent any 
Sharia courts operating in 
Britain. �e party wants to put 
Britain in line with France, Bel-
gium and Bulgaria where the 
burqa which covers the entire 
body including the face is out-
lawed, according to the Sun 
newspaper.

Nuttall believes garments 
such as the burqa are a barrier 
to social harmony and a secu-
rity risk. Under their plans, 
people with evidence of female 

genital mutilation will be 
bound by law to inform police.

UKIP will also call for 
postal voting to be abolished 
for most citizens amid fears it is 
being used for electoral fraud.

�e sweeping measures 
have been drawn up by the 
party s deputy leader and cul-
ture spokesperson Peter Whit-
tle.  Whittle said: “We are the 

party that speaks up about the 
threat we face from Islamism 
from without and within, at a 
time when the established par-
ties are mute either from fear, 
denial or sheer cowardice”.

�e new pledges come as 
the party faces an existential 
crisis of explaining to voters 
why it remains relevant a�er 
Britain voted to leave the EU 
last year the very purpose it was 
created for. 

�e party’s support has 
dropped from close to 13 
per cent in the 2015 general 
election to around 7 percent, 
according to recent polls.

It has also been dogged by 
a string of public showdowns 
between prominent �gures 
and high pro�le resignations, 
including its only MP in the 
House of Commons.  AGENCIES

 warshi  in west aci c or Ja an na y rills  o yo
TOKYO: The US supercarrier Carl Vinson started joint exercises with Ja-
pan’s navy on Sunday, Tokyo’s defence ministry said, as the warship passes 
t rou  t e western ac fic after ays of content on o er ts w ereabouts  e 
strike group is in the region as tensions spike over North Korea’s rogue arms 
programme and concerns that Pyongyang is planning a sixth nuclear test 
as t ursues ts oal of a wea on ca able of reac n  t e  a nlan  e 
Carl Vinson drills are expected to last several days and involve two Japanese 
wars s  a an s efence n stry sa  t s t e t r  t e t e a anese na y 

as el  e erc ses w t  arl nson after two suc  r lls n arc  as n ton 
as sou t to clar fy t e a rcraft carr er s w ereabouts n recent ays after 

President Donald Trump suggested it was steaming towards North Korea 
w en n fact t was sent towar s Austral a   ce res ent e ence on 
Saturday said it would soon arrive in the Sea of Japan, days after vowing an 
o erw el n  an  effect e  res onse to any ort  orean attac   AGENCIES

Indian-American named 
dean of Kansas college

HOUSTON: An Indian-
American theoretical phys-
icist with interests in so� 
matter and statistical physics 
has been named the dean of 
a top college in the US state 
of Kansas. Amit Chakrabar-
ti’s appointment as the dean 
of the College of Arts and 
Sciences by the Kansas State 
University was announced 
on April 14 a�er a national 
search, a statement by the uni-
versity said.

Since February 2016, 
Chakrabarti, 57, has served 
as the interim dean of the uni-
versity’s largest college with 
24 departments, and a broad 
array of majors, secondary 
majors and minors spanning 
many disciplines. 

He succeeds Peter 
Dorhout, who is now vice 
president for research at the 
university. Prior to the interim 
position, Chakrabarti was 
the head of the department 
of physics and the William 
and Joan Porter chair in phys-
ics. “I am excited to welcome 
Dr Chakrabarti as dean of 
the College of Arts and Sci-
ences,” said April Mason,  

provost and senior vice presi-
dent. “He has shown remark-
able leadership and valuable 
collaborative skills during his 
tenure at Kansas State Uni-
versity.”  As dean, Chakrab-
arti will be the college’s chief 
academic and administrative 
o�cer. “With the college’s 
talented faculty and amazing 
students, we can make more 
opportunities available to K- 
Staters in research and educa-
tion in the arts and sciences,” 
Chakrabarti said.

“I am honoured to serve 
in this role to continue the 
college’s success in research, 
scholarship and diversity.” 

Chakrabarti became head 
of the physics department in 
2011, where he led a 30-fac-
ulty member team. 

He was the recipient of the 
Presidential Award for Out-
standing Department Head 
in 2016.

He has worked on diverse 
so�-matter systems, includ-
ing liquid mixtures, polymers, 
liquid crystals, aerosols, col-
loids, nano-particles and 
most recently, self-assembly  
of proteins.  AGENCIES

‘What we’re 
doing through 
our investigation 
process is to figure 
out exactly what is 
it they did and how 
they did it so that we 
can help, equip and 
assist our allies to 
prevent the same’
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WASHINGTON: Finance Min-
ister Arun Jaitley has raised the 
issue of restrictions on H-1B 
visa with his US counterpart Ste-
ven Mnuchin as India fears the 
curb would impact the move-
ment of Indian IT professionals 
to America.

During his meeting with the 
US Treasury Secretary, Jaitley 
also highlighted the contribu-
tion Indian companies and pro-
fessionals are making to the US 
economy.

President Donald Trump 
has signed an executive order 
for tightening the rules of the 
H-1B visa programme to stop 
its 'abuse' and ensure that the 
visas are given to the 'most- 
skilled or highest paid' peti-
tioners, a decision that would 
impact India's USD 150 bil-
lion IT industry. �e Indian IT 
industry has expressed serious 
concerns over this as these visas 
are mainly used by domestic IT 
professionals for short-term 
work in America.

Earlier, the �nance minis-
ter raised the visa issue with 
US Commerce Secretary Wil-
bur Ross. An o�cial statement 
said: "Jaitley raised the issue 
of H-1B visas for skilled pro-
fessionals from India."  Issues 
related to terror funding were 
also discussed in the meeting 
and the US Treasury Secretary 

appreciated the role of India in 
this regard, including Indo-US 
cooperation in Financial Action 
Task Force. �ese matters were 
discussed on Saturday on the 
sidelines of the Spring Meet-
ings of the World Bank and IMF.

During the discussions, the 
statement said Jaitley pointed 
out India's ambitious reform 
agenda which is creating new 
opportunities towards a deeper 
economic engagement between 
both the countries in the years 
ahead.

"Critical economic issues 
like Indo-US investment initia-
tive, infrastructure collaboration 
and NIIF (National Investment 

and Infrastructure Fund), col-
laboration with the US for Smart 
Cities Development were delib-
erated upon during the meet-
ing," it added.

�e Indian minister also 
held bilateral meetings with 
the �nance ministers of Swe-
den, France and Bangladesh.

�e H-1B is a non-immi-
grant visa that allows US compa-
nies to employ foreign workers 
in speciality occupations that 
require theoretical or technical 
expertise in specialised �elds. 
Indian technology companies 
depend on it to hire tens of thou-
sands of employees each year for 
their US operations. PTI

aitley a s  concerns 
with  reasury ecretary VISAKHAPATNAM: �e 

Central government will 
announce a new steel pol-
icy a�er getting the Cabinet 
approval, Union Steel Minis-
ter Chaudhary Birender Singh 
said here on Sunday.

"�e steel ministry has 
received several suggestions 
on the dra� of the Steel Pol-
icy which was in the public 
domain. A�er incorporating 
important suggestions, the 
policy will be placed before 
Cabinet for approval," Singh 
told a press conference at 
Rastriya Ispat Nigam Lim-
ited (RINL), the corporate 
o�ce of the Visakhapatnam 
steel plant.

He said the steel indus-
try in the country has been 
under the stress for the last 
three years due to trends in 
the international markets and 
imports.

"�e import has been 
reduced by 26 per cent due 
to the anti-dumping duty 
imposed by the Central gov-
ernment to save the Indian 
steel industry," the minister 
said.

He said the demand 
for steel in the country is 
on the rise and the perfor-
mance of the industry has 
been improved in the last six 
months.

"�e target for the produc-
tion of steel in the country is 
placed at 300 million tonnes 
by 2030 from the present 120 
millions tonnes. �e steel pro-

duction in the country stood 
at 90 million tonnes last year," 
Singh said.

India is the third largest 
producer of steel in the world 
a�er China and Japan, he said, 
adding that the country will 
try to occupy the second posi-
tion by improving its produc-
tion in future.

"As per the 'Make in India' 
programme, steel produced in 
the country should be used 
domestically. �ere was a pro-
posal that the requirement of 
steel for various ministries 
should be ful�lled from the 
domestic steel producers only.

�is proposal will be 
placed before Cabinet for 
approval," he said.

Responding to a query on 
expansion of various pub-
lic sector steel plants in the 
country, the minister said 
these units have su�cient 

land available with them and 
they can go for expansion any 
time.

To a question on the allot-
ment of the captive mines 
for the Visakhapatnam steel 
plant, Singh said the Minis-
try of Mines is looking into 
the matter and will take a 
decision.

He denied there was 
a proposal to merge the 
Visakhapatnam steel plant 
with the National Mineral 
Development Corporation 
(NMDC).

Earlier in the day, the min-
ister inaugurated a sympo-
sium on "Digital Economy for 
New India", organised by the 
VSP in Ukkunagaram.

During his address there, 
he highlighted the impor-
tance of digital economy in 
eradicating corruption and 
enhancing transparency.  PTI

New policy on steel after 
Cabinet nod: Steel Minister

WASHINGTON: Finance Min-
ister Arun Jaitley has expressed 
disappointment over the slow 
pace of IMF quota reforms and 
said any further delay would 
erode the legitimacy and cred-
ibility of the multi-lateral 
organisation.

�e minister also under-
lined the need for enhanced sur-
veillance by the IMF to address 
the rising vulnerabilities in the 
global monetary and �nancial 
systems.

"�e emerging risks to 
the global economy call for 
enhanced surveillance by the 
IMF. �e IMF needs to be suf-
�ciently resourced to be able to 
fully discharge this responsibil-
ity. It also needs to function as a 
quota-based institution," he said 
at the meeting of the Interna-
tional Monetary and Financial 
Committee (IMFC).

Given that there is a broad 
agreement on maintaining the 
current overall lending capacity 
of the Fund and that the IMF's 
existing resource pool is exces-
sively tilted towards borrowed 
resources, there is a "dire need" 
for increasing quotas, he added.

"We are disappointed that 
the deadline for completing the 
15th GRQ (General Review of 
Quotas) has been pushed back 
to no later than the 2019 annual 
meetings," Jaitley added.

"Any further delay in the 
15th GRQ will erode Fund's 
legitimacy and credibility, and 
will be against the spirit of the 
Articles of Agreement. I do hope 
that the deadlines now set will 
be honoured and adhered to," 
he said. 

India has been pressing for 
IMF quota reforms as it would 
give more say to developing 
nations in the activities of the 
multi-lateral organisation. Also 
the quota reform would re�ect 
the changed economic reali-
ties, specially with regard to 
the increasing prowess of the 
developing nations.

Commenting on increasing 
protectionism and its adverse 
implications, the �nance minis-
ter called upon the IMF to lend 
strong and unambiguous voice 
in support of free trade and raise 
awareness about the bene�ts 
of rule based open multilateral 
trading frameworks.  PTI

Delay in quota reforms to 
erode IMF's credibility: Jaitley

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin (right) shake hands with Finance 
Minister of India Arun Jaitley before a bilateral meeting during the 
World Bank/IMF Spring Meetings in Washington

NEW DELHI: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi on Sunday 
said the states should make leg-
islative arrangements "without 
delay" for GST rollout from 
July 1.

Delivering the closing 
remarks at the third meeting 
of the Governing Council of 
Niti Aayog, he also urged states, 
local governments and NGOs 
to decide goals for 2022 and 
work in mission mode towards 
achieving them.

"�e Prime Minister reiter-
ated that the legislative arrange-
ments at the state-level for GST 
should be put in place without 
delay," an o�cial statement said.

�e consensus on Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) re�ects 
the spirit of 'one nation, one 
aspiration, one determination', 
Modi earlier said in his opening 
remarks at the meeting.

�e GST, which will sub-
sume central excise, service tax, 
Value Added Tax (VAT) and 
other local levies, is scheduled 
to be rolled out from July 1.

Parliament has already 
passed the supporting GST bills 
and the states are also required 
to pass their separate legisla-
tions for smooth implementa-
tion of the new tax regime.

�e prime minister also 
called upon states to use the 
Government e-Marketplace 
portal for procurement of 
goods and services as it would 
help in reducing corruption and 
increase transparency in the 
government procurement.

He said the use of technolo-
gies such as BHIM and Aadhaar 
would result in signi�cant sav-
ings for the states.

Observing that funds such 
as district mineral, CAMPA 
and the construction workers 
welfare would provide signi�-
cant boost to the resources of 
the state, he asked Niti Aayog 

to come up with a roadmap for 
better utilisation of such funds 
by the states.

Referring to the change in 
the budget dates, he said in 
a country where agricultural 
income is exceedingly impor-
tant, budgets should be pre-
pared immediately a�er the 
receipt of agricultural incomes 
for the year.

He added that there have 
been suggestions to follow Jan-
uary to December as �nancial 
year.

"He urged states to take 
the initiative in this regard," it 
added.  PTI

Make arrangements for speedy 
GST rollout: Modi to states

NEW DELHI: �e govern-
ment order to block child sex-
ual abuse content by using 
resources of a UK-based organ-
isation will create monopoly 
and make it an expensive a�air 
for companies, Internet service 
providers have said.

�e Internet Service Pro-
viders Association of India 
(ISPAI) also demanded that 
the government should share 
the responsibility with indus-
try as companies will pass on 
extra cost burden to consum-
ers which would not be in 
the interest of 'Digital India' 
movement.

"�e order issued by Meity 
(Ministry of Electronics and 
IT) to block child sexual abuse 
material (CSAM) is creat-
ing monopoly of an organisa-
tion where membership varies 
between 1,000 British pound 

and about GBP 78,000 (Rs 
84,000- Rs 64 lakh). Govern-
ment should also share respon-
sibility with industry," ISPAI 
President Rajesh Chharia said.

�e government on April 
18 directed Internet service 
providers (ISP) to block dis-
tribution and transmission of 
child sexual abuse content by 
July 31.

Service providers are 
required to adopt and imple-
ment UK-based Internet Watch 
Foundation (IWF) resources to 
prevent distribution and trans-
mission of o�ensive content.

Chharia said that the solu-
tion to block CSAM should be 
developed in the country, and 
the order is di�erent from what 
the government had discussed 
with the industry.

"We were under impression 
that any one body in India will 

subscribe to the IWF and share 
it with other players as per rule 
till we do not develop an indig-
enous solution and the govern-
ment will also provide support 
to the industry." 

"�e order, however, says 
that every Internet company 
with ILD permit will have to 
approach individually to IWF. 
�e IWF will charge fees based 
on subscriber base of a com-

pany which will make it expen-
sive for individual companies," 
Chharia said.

�e order was issued a�er 
the recommendation of an 
inter-ministerial committee 

that was constituted to suggest 
solutions to address the issue 
of child sexual abuse material 
(CSAM) following a Supreme 
Court order.

�e panel noted that most 
of the CSAM is being hosted 
outside India and the websites 
or web links to access such 
unlawful content are dynamic 
in nature and frequently chang-
ing which makes it di�cult to 
block such content.

�e panel noted that no 
centralised mechanism exists in 
India to monitor online CSAM. 
When asked about obligation 
of Internet �rms to check trans-
mission of CSAM, Chharia said 
that Internet companies cannot 
get into 'deep packet inspec-
tion' on what is being transmit-
ted on to networks.

"Deep packet inspection 
will lead to violation of privacy 

and also is in violation to gov-
ernment's policy. We are com-
mitted to block CSAM but the 
responsibility should be shared 
by all, including government. 
ISPs will pass on extra cost bur-
den to consumers which is not 
in the interest and spirit of Dig-
ital India movement," Chharia 
said.

�e government has asked 
all the ISPs to continue to 
observe the existing due dili-
gence requirements prescribed 
by the central government 
under the Information Tech-
nology Act 2000 and rules and 
regulations.

�e publication or trans-
mission of material depicting 
children in sexually explicit act 
or conduct in electronic form is 
heinous crime, speci�cally pro-
hibited by section 67B of the IT 
Act 2000.  PTI

Govt order on child sexual content to create monopoly: ISPAI

NEW DELHI: Niti Aayog on 
Sunday came out with 300 spe-
ci�c action points for accelerat-
ing the economic growth of the 
country at its Governing Coun-
cil meet here.

�ese action points formed 
part of a presentation made 
by Niti Aayog vice chairman 
Arvind Panagariya at the 
third meeting of the council 
held under the chairmanship 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

However, no speci�c details 
about the action plan were 
available.

�e action points are part 
of the presentation on a 15- 
year long-term vision accom-
panied by a 7-year strategy and 
a 3-year action agenda, an o�-
cial statement said.

Panagariya, the statement 
said, "gave an outline of the 
dra� action agenda circulated 
at the meeting, which had been 
prepared with inputs from the 
states." 

He noted that there were 
over 300 speci�c action points 
that had been identi�ed, cover-
ing a whole gamut of sectors.

�e period of the 'action 
agenda' coincides with the 
period of the 14th Finance 

Commission's award and will 
give stability to the funding 
estimates of both the Centre 
and states.

Panagariya also solicited the 
inputs and support of the states 
in taking the vision forward.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant 
apprised the gathering of the 
work done by the think tank 
for transforming the economy 
and cooperation with states in 
the sectors of education, health, 
infrastructure etc.

He also spoke about the 
work done by the sub-groups 

of chief ministers on rationali-
sation of centrally sponsored 
schemes, Swachh Bharat and 
skill development.

Kant outlined initiatives 
taken in areas such as agri-
culture, poverty elimination, 
health, education, digital pay-
ments, disinvestment, coastal 
zone and island development 
etc.

He said that Niti will work 
with states to improve basic 
services and infrastructure, 
in districts and regions which 
require speci�c attention.

Reiterating the Niti's resolve 

to facilitate partnership with 
the states for transforming 
India under the framework of 
cooperative and competitive 
federalism, Kant said the states 
should treat Niti Aayog as their 
outpost in Delhi.

�e Aayog, the statement 
said, is working on a plat-
form for sharing best prac-
tices to strengthen the learning 
ecosystem.

It has partnered with a large 
number of top ranking institu-
tions for knowledge sharing 
and ideation to nurture evi-
dence-based policy making, 
the statement added.

Revenue Secretary Has-
mukh Adhia, who made a pre-
sentation on GST, urged the 
chief ministers to expedite the 
enactment of State GST Act.

Also speaking on the occa-
sion, Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han touched upon areas such as 
irrigation, technology genera-
tion and dissemination, policy 
and market reforms, e-NAM, 
livestock productivity etc.

Niti Aayog member-agri-
culture Ramesh Chand elab-
orated on some of the steps 
needed for doubling farmers' 
income.  PTI

Niti pr t   p ci c actio  
poi t  to r  p co o y ro t

NEW DELHI: Four of 10 most val-
ued listed companies together added 
Rs 32,394.14 crore in market valua-
tion last week, with HDFC Bank and 
RIL gaining the most.

�e week also saw some tem-
porary ups and downs in valuation 
chart. Reliance Industries (RIL) 
surged past TCS brie�y two times to 
become the most valued company 
last week.

However, at close of the session 
on Tuesday and Friday the IT major 
reclaimed the top position.

Also, in the past few days, a sort 
of musical chair game was played 
out between State Bank of India and 
ONGC for the tag of most valued 
PSU.

At close on Friday, TCS stood at 
number one position in the domestic 

mcap chart followed by RIL, HDFC 
Bank, ITC, HDFC, ONGC, SBI, Info-
sys, IOC and HUL.

Among gainers, the market cap-
italisation (mcap) of HDFC Bank 
zoomed Rs 14,709.01 crore to Rs 
3,83,549.03 crore.

RIL saw its valuation surging by 
Rs 11,509.72 crore to Rs 4,55,105.33 
crore and HDFC added Rs 5,131.39 
crore to Rs 2,39,435.79 crore.

�e m-cap of IOC also moved up 
by Rs 1,044.02 crore to Rs 2,06,157.45 
crore.

Among losers, six companies lost 
a total Rs 29,117.26 crore in their 
market valuation last week.

SBI's valuation plummeted by 
Rs 7,177.22 crore to Rs 2,28,819.62 
crore and that of ONGC tumbled 
Rs 6,673.28 crore to Rs 2,30,869.90 

crore. 
�e m-cap of ITC witnessed a 

drop of Rs 6,559.59 crore to Rs 
3,33,263.45 crore and HUL lost Rs 
3,657.76 crore to Rs 1,96,133.36 
crore.

TCS saw an erosion of Rs 
3,280.76 crore to Rs 4,55,405.31 
crore and Infosys (Rs 1,768.65 crore 
to Rs 2,12,168.78 crore). Over the 
past week, the BSE Sensex fell 96.15 
points, or 0.32 per cent, and the Ni�y 
31.40 points, or 0.34 per cent, sliding 
for the second straight week. PTI

Four of 10 most valued companies add ̀ 32,394 cr in mcap

HYDERABAD: �e Labour 
Ministry is planning to send 
teams of experts to other coun-
tries to study the investment 
pattern of provident funds in 
stock markets, Union Minis-
ter Bandaru Dattatreya said on 
Sunday.

�e EPFO cumulatively 
invested Rs 21,559 crore in 
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs) 
up to March 31, 2017, with 
10.6 per cent return on it to Rs 
23,845 crore, he said. "�ere is 
a proposal to invest 10 to 15 
per cent (of the annual invest-
ible amount) in the ETFs dur-
ing the current year.

"�e proposal will be taken 
up in the next meeting of 
the Board of Trustees. �ere 
should not be any objection to 
the proposal as the returns are 
good in ETFs in the long run," 
the Labour Minister said.

�e retirement fund body's 
current investment limit in 
ETFs is 10 per cent. "What I 
want to do is to send special 
teams to Germany, Japan, Aus-
tralia and South Korea and 
study the investment patterns 
in ETFs in their exchanges. 
In most of the countries, the 
investments in ETFs are in 
excess of 30 per cent," Datta-
treya said.

"For example in Singapore, 
most of the Provident Fund 
amounts are invested in ETFs," 
the minister said.

A senior o�cial from 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Employment said once the 
Board of Trustees approves the 
proposal, the EPFO will invest 
up to 15 per cent in ETFs for 
the next 2-3 years and anal-
yse the pros and cons. Invest-
ible income is the net income 
of the EPFO from the invest-
ments it has already made in 
various forms, and also fresh  
contributions. PTI

Govt may send 
teams abroad 
to study PF 
investments

At close on Friday, TCS stood at number one 
position in the domestic mcap chart followed by 
RIL, HDFC Bank, ITC, HDFC, ONGC, SBI, Infosys, 
IOC and HULHYDERABAD:Mortality rate 

among start-ups in India is 
not alarming, and their suc-
cess ratio is actually good and 
on par with global trend, said 
an expert in information tech-
nology (IT) industry.

"In the start-up industry (in 
India), if you look at ten com-
panies at least three or four will 
succeed. It's a good rate. Glob-
ally, that's the norm.

"I don't think it (mortality 
rate) is alarming. Some of them 
had some challenges in the B2C 
space. But it's okay.

�e nature of the industry 
is like that. Nothing alarming," 
former Chief Financial O�cer 
of Infosys V Balakrishnan said.

On reports that valuations 
of top-listed IT companies in 
India are at record lows for 
nearly a decade, he said the 
industry is facing "too many 
headwinds and that it is re�ect-
ing in their valuation." 

"But I think the IT industry 
is the only industry which is 
growing, has good cash �ows, 
and return on equity is very 
good," he said.

�ere are very few indus-
tries in India with such a scale 
and good �nancial matrix, Bal-
akrishnan said, adding "Once 
the headwinds somehow mini-
mise, the market will see more 
value in those stocks."  PTI

Success rate 
among Indian 
start-ups is 

good: IT expert
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MUMBAI: Capital markets 
regulator Sebi will soon put in 
place stricter norms to check 
any �ow of black money into 
stock market though con-
troversy-ridden P-Notes and 
also initiate steps for allow-
ing mutual fund investments 
through e-wallets.

Besides, Sebi will con-
sider this week new norms 
for allowing options trad-
ing in commodity derivative 
market, while rules would be 
relaxed for registration of for-
eign investors and for com-
mon license to brokers to deal 
in equities and commodities, 
sources said.

�e board of the regulatory 
authority will meet on Wednes-
day here which would be its 
�rst meeting under chairman-
ship of Ajay Tyagi, who took 
charge as the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
Chairman on March 1.

Among a slew of reform 
measures, the Sebi board will 
also consider making it easier 
for banks and �nancial institu-
tions to get shares of the com-
panies they have exposure to by 
way of conversion of loan into 
equity -- a move seen as a major 
boost to the steps for handling 
the bad loan menace.

�e Sebi board will also take 
stock of long-pending investi-
gations and cases, involving 
some big corporates, and will 
consider putting in place an 
internal guidance note for deal-
ing with quasi-judicial matters.

Besides, it would also dis-
cuss the implementation of 
graded surveillance mea-
sures by the stock exchanges 
to check any manipulation of 
share price.

In the run up to his �rst 
meeting as Chairman, Tyagi 
has been meeting various 
groups of stakeholders in the 
capital markets and some of 
these interactions are sched-
uled even on Monday, through 
which he is looking to get a 
�rst-hand understanding of the 
issues faced in the marketplace 
and the expectations from the 
regulator.

In one of the major areas of 
importance, Sebi will consider 
new guidelines for dealing 
with o�shore derivative instru-
ments, commonly known as 
participatory notes (P-Notes), 
which have been long seen 

as being possibly misused for 
routing of black money from 
abroad.

While Sebi has tightened 
its norms repeatedly over 
the recent years to check any 
loophole, the government now 
wants the regulator to explicitly 
impose restrictions on resident 
Indians and NRIs from being 
'bene�ciary owners' of these 
instruments.

While Sebi has already put 
in place a mechanism for such 
restrictions, there was a view 
that the existing restriction 
are only in form of 'FAQs' of 
the norms and therefore the 
Finance Ministry has asked 
the regulator to impose this 
restriction through an amend-
ment to the FPI (Foreign Port-
folio Investment) Regulations 
in order to give greater legal 
sanctity. Following Sebi's mea-

sures to check any misuse of 
P-Notes, the notional value of 
these instruments has declined 
over the years from 55.7 per 
cent of overall FPI investments 
in June 2007 to just 6.7 per cent 
in December 2016.

In recent months, the 
P-Note investments have fallen 
further, though there was a sur-
prise uptick in the month of 
March – presumably due to it 
being the last month for avail-
ing of certain tax bene�ts for 
investments coming through 
some major o�shore invest-
ment gateways.

�ere are also fears that the 
P-Note investments may start 
coming from other jurisdic-
tions like the US, France and 
the Netherlands a�er tighten-
ing of rules for in�ows from 
countries like Mauritius, Sin-
gapore and Cyprus. PTI

Sebi lines up reforms for deeper 
markets, to check black money

Financial literacy must to get 
investors into markets: Tyagi 
PATALGANGA (MAHARASHTRA): Financial 
awareness, and not tax incentives, is required to 
bring in more investors into the capital markets, 
SEBI Chairman Ajay Tyagi said on Sunday. "People 
s oul  be financ ally  aware  o ta e e eryone 
along and to help them understand the potential 
of the market is a big task," he said. Tyagi was 
speaking at a function organised at the National 
nst tute of ecur t es ar ets  ca us at 
Patalganga near Navi Mumbai. "Some people say 
to get people invest into capital markets, there 
should be some support in terms of tax. I don't 
support this," he added. Noting that it is crucial to 
s rea  financ al l teracy across t e country  t e 
sen or A  officer sa  n a s a u e country 
and if there is participation only from some areas 
then something is not correct." He said people 
across the country should invest in the capital 
markets, and not just those from Mumbai and 
Ahmedabad. Pointing to a SEBI survey where 
investors thought derivatives are a safer instru-

ent t an bon s  t e  c ef sa  t e fin n  
was disturbing. "The capital market are booming 
but if only some people participate in them, then 
it is unfair and wrong," said Tyagi, who took over 
as the SEBI chairman last month. The function 
was organised to felicitate the winners of National 
Financial Literacy Assessment Tests. NFLAT is 
conducted across the country for school students. 

o far  nearly fi e la  stu ents a e ta en t e 
NFLAT since its inception.  PTI

NEW DELHI: �e Delhi High 
Court has sought the govern-
ment's reply on a plea seeking 
capping of airfares across the 
country so that �yers are not 
�eeced by airlines.

A bench of Acting Chief 
Justice Gita Mittal and Justice 
Anu Malhotra issued notice to 
the Civil Aviation Ministry and 
sought their response a�er it 
was informed that the govern-
ment has failed to comply with 
its earlier direction asking them 
to decide the issue.

�e court �xed the matter 
for further consideration on 
September 15. �e counsel for 
the central government sub-
mitted before the court that 
airfares was beyond the con-
trol of the aviation regulator 
Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation. �e court had on July 
20 last year disposed the plea 
with direction to the ministry 
to consider the issues raised 
before it and pass an appropri-
ate order in accordance with 
law within eight weeks.

�e PIL �led through advo-
cate Amit Sahni has urged the 
court to direct the authorities 
to frame "guidelines so as to 

put a cap on airfares and pre-
vent the private airlines from 
charging arbitrarily, irrationally 
and exorbitantly for air �ights." 

�e advocate has stated that 
he had �led an RTI application 
seeking information regard-
ing airfares and the ministry 
had replied that these were not 
controlled by the government.

Citing the Jat agitation in 
Haryana last year, the plea has 
said if there would have been a 
cap, the airlines could not have 
charged huge amounts.

"�e private airlines com-
panies have �eeced people 
even in emergent situations 
and the government has stood 
as a mute spectator," the plea 
has said, adding there was an 
"urgent need to regulate the 
upper limit of airfares so that 
the private airlines cannot 
�eece their customers as per 
their own wish." 

Capping of airfares in 
the backdrop of passengers' 
complaints of arbitrary tar-
i� hikes was recently ruled 
out by the government which 
had said competition among 
airlines would take care of  
the problem. PTI

HC seeks govt's 
reply on plea seeking 

capping of airfares

MUMBAI: Lenders are consid-
ering making a fresh attempt to 
sell King�sher House here to 
recover their dues from Vijay 
Mallya, adopting a model fol-
lowed in recent sale of the 
defaulter businessman's posh 
Goa villa.

Repeated attempts to auc-
tion the Mumbai property have 
failed to �nd a buyer, which was 
the case for sea-facing Goa villa 
as well until the banks entered 
into direct negotiations to clinch 
a bilateral pact with the buyer.

Banks have the option to 
sell the properties under their 
possession through a private 
agreement with a buyer, if at 
least two auctions of such prop-
erties failed.

"With the sale of the villa, 
at least a process has been initi-
ated. We may explore the option 
of selling King�sher House 
through a bilateral agreement," a 

banking source said. Earlier this 
month, the 17-lender consor-
tium led by State Bank of India 
sold the King�sher Villa for Rs 
73.01 crore to Sachiin Joshi of 
Viiking Media & Entertainment, 
a�er failing to sell it through 
auction thrice since last year.

�e plush property situated 
at Condolim in north Goa was 

sold through a private deal 
between lenders and Joshi. It 
was sold at just Rs 1 lakh above 
the last �xed reserve price of Rs 
73 crore.

Mallya owes over Rs 9,000 
crore to bankers, taken for his 
defunct King�sher Airlines but 
alleged to have syphoned o� a 
good portion to his shell com-

panies in overseas tax havens.
Mallya has been declared a 

wilful defaulter and is wanted 
by authorities for default in pay-
ment of loans. Lenders have 
made four failed bids to sell the 
King�sher House, the erstwhile 
headquarters of King�sher Air-
lines located at Vile Parle near 
the airport. At the last auction of 

the King�sher House in March 
this year, the SBI-led consor-
tium had set reserve price at 
Rs 103.50 crore, 10 per cent 
lower than the third auction 
held in December 2016 when 
the reserve price was kept at 
Rs 115 crore.

In the �rst failed auction 
of over 17,000 sq� King�sher 
House in March 2016, reserve 
price was �xed at Rs 150 crore 
but was lowered to Rs 135 crore 
for the second futile auction in 
August.

Mallya, who was arrested by 
the Scotland Yard last week as 
part of an extradition process 
but was released on bail within 
hours, owes over Rs 9,000 crore 
to lenders like SBI, PNB, IDBI 
Bank, BoB, Allahabad Bank, 
Federal Bank and Axis Bank, 
among others. He �ed the coun-
try on March 3 last year and is 
currently in London.  PTI

Banks looking at bilateral pact to sell Mallya's House
Banks have the 
option to sell the 
properties under 
their possession 
through a private 
agreement with a 
buyer, if at least 
two auctions of 
such properties 
failed

NEW DELHI: �e govern-
ment is aiming to bring 40 per 
cent of gross sown area of 194.4 
million hectare under crop 
insurance schemes in 2017-18 
season beginning July.

In 2016-17 crop year, about 
26.28 per cent or 51.1 million 
hectare of gross area under 
crops was insured.

At present, crops are being 
insured under two schemes: 
Restructured Weather Based 
Crop Insurance Scheme 
(RWBCIS) and Pradhan 
Manthri Fasal Bima Yojana 
(PMFBY). �e PMFBY was 
launched last year.

"In �rst year of the imple-
mentation of the PMFBY, a 
substantial progress has been 
achieved. In 2017-18, the target 
for insured area is set at 40 per 
cent gross cropped area, which 
translates to 77.6 million hect-
are," a senior Agriculture Min-
istry o�cial said.

�e state governments, 
banks and insurance com-
panies will be asked to adopt 
appropriate strategies to 
achieve the targets including 
noti�cation of more number 
of crops and greater focus on 
non-loanees including utilisa-
tion of Common Service Cen-
tre (CSC) for this purpose, he 
said.

Banks will be told to ensure 
compulsory coverage of all eli-
gible loanees and electronic 
transmission of premium on 
time, the o�cial added.

For timely settlement of 
claims, the o�cial said the gov-
ernment is making e�orts to 
incorporate innovative tech-
nology like use of smartphone 
application to record the 
details of crop cutting experi-
ments (CCE) digitally.

"Some states like Tamil 
Nadu, Chhattisgarh and Odi-
sha have taken the lead in this 
direction. Unless this mode is 
adopted completely and suc-
cessfully by all implementing 
States/UTs, issues of area dis-
crepancy with sown area will 
remain and continue to com-
promise transparency and gen-
uine relief to the farmers," he 
said.

�e central government 
has put in place a mechanism 
to facilitate adoption of this 
new technology and is pro-
viding 50 per cent share of the 
cost involved in the purchase 
of smartphones. �e capacity 
building has also been done on 
constant basis, he added. 

Under the PMFBY, the pre-
mium to be paid by farmers is 
kept lower and claims are set-
tled early. PTI

Govt aims 40% sown 
area under insurance 

cover in 2017-18 season

NEW DELHI: Foreign inves-
tors have pumped in a stag-
gering $3 billion in the Indian 
capital markets this month so 
far as regulator Sebi has raised 
investment limit for FPIs in 
government debt.

Most of the funds were 
invested in the debt mar-
kets during the period under 
review.

"Foreign Portfolio Inves-
tors (FPIs) investing more in 
debt is mainly due to two rea-
sons. Sebi raised FPI invest-
ment limit for government 
debt and benchmark 10-year 
government bond yield rose to 
its highest in 7 months. �ese 
factors have made Indian debt 
instruments more attractive to 
foreign investors," Advisory-
mandi.com CEO Kaushalendra 

Singh Sengar said.
Besides, earlier this month 

RBI Governor Urjit Patel said 
that banks still have scope to 
cut loan rates even though 
demonetisation has already 
helped faster monetary trans-
mission into interest rates, 
which has further raised inves-
tors' sentiments.

According to the depository 
data, FPIs infused a net sum of 
Rs 1,132 crore in equities dur-
ing April 3-21 and another Rs 

17,758 crore in the debt seg-
ment, translating into a com-
bined in�ow of Rs 18,890 crore 
(US 2.91 billion).

�is comes following a 
record net in�ow of Rs 56,944 
crore ($8.7 billion) last month, 
mainly on expectations that 
BJP's victory in the recently 
held assembly polls would lead 
to faster reforms.

In February, FPIs had made 
a net investment of Rs 15,862 
crore in equity and debt mar-
kets. Prior to that, FPIs had 
pulled out more than Rs 80,000 
crore between October 2016 to 
January 2017. With the latest 
fund mobilisation, total in�ow 
has reached to Rs 87,517 crore 
($13.34 billion) so far this year 
in the capital markets (equity 
and debt). PTI

 net in o  at ̀ 18,890 cr in Apr

NEW DELHI: Over a year into 
the exercise, German auto major 
Volkswagen has been able to 
rectify only 30 per cent of the 
3.4 lakh recalled diesel vehi-
cles it had equipped with defeat 
device that helped cheat emis-
sion tests in India.

Volkswagen Group India 
said the process has been 
delayed as it involves di�erent 
brands, engines and models.

�e company's headquar-
ter has so far given approval 
for engine updates that cover 
almost 70 per cent of the vehi-
cles which have been recalled 
in India.

Overall, by the end of last 
month, 30 per cent of the entire 
lot of vehicles that is eligible 
for the update has been cov-
ered, a Volkswagen Group 
India Spokesperson said. In 

December 2015, the group had 
announced recall of 3.4 lakh 
vehicles in India across its dif-
ferent brands, including Audi, 
Volkswagen and Skoda, sold 
from 2008 till end of Novem-
ber 2015.

A government-ordered 
probe had found the automak-
er's EA 189 diesel engines were 
equipped with a defeat device 
that helped it cheat on emis-
sion tests. �e company last year 
announced plans to update the 
engines of the recalled vehicles.

On the slow progress of 

update, the spokesperson said 
several brands, various markets 
and models, di�erent engine 
variants and gearboxes and vari-
ous model years had to be con-
sidered while developing the 
updates. �e technical measures 
were being de�ned and devel-
oped by Volkswagen Group at 
the headquarters in Germany.

"Once they were approved 
by the authorities in Germany, 
these updates were tested by the 
Indian authorities. All of this has 
been a lengthy process and that 
caused a delay," the spokesper-
son added.

�e updates are tested by 
ARAI and only a�er their 
approval are they rolled out to 
customers. Final two approvals 
for updates are currently in the 
pipeline and are expected to be 
received in few days. PTI

Only 30% of recalled diesel 
icl  r cti d o far  

NEW DELHI: Life insurance 
�rms in the country collected 
Rs 1,75,022.50 crore as pre-
mium from new policies in 
2016-17, registering a growth 
of 26.2 per cent even as the total 
number of policies declined.

Insurance companies had 
collected Rs 1,38,657.31 crore 
in 2015-16, according to data 
from the Insurance Regulatory 
and Development Authority of 
India (Irdai).

Interestingly, number of 
policies insured in the last �s-
cal fell to 2,64,56,645 from 
2,67,40,088 in 2015-16, indi-
cating high value policies sub-
scribed by policyholders. Life 
insurance industry in India is 

the largest in the world with 
about 36 crore policies cur-
rently. �ere are 24 life insur-
ance players in the country. 
LIC is the only state-owned life 
insurer, while rest are from the 
private sector. Insurance behe-
moth LIC collected the high-

est premium of Rs 1,24,396.27 
crore (71 per cent of total pre-
mium) during 2016-17, up 27.4 
per cent from a year ago, data 
showed. Rest 23 private sector 
players' new premium grew by 
23.5 per cent to Rs 50,626.23 
crore.  -PTI

New life insurance premium 
grows 26% to `1.75 Lk croreNEW DELHI: India is consid-

ering to impose anti-dumping 
duty on a certain type of �bre 
as the commerce ministry has 
started a probe on the imports 
of this commodity from the 
European Union, China, 
Belarus, Ukraine and Peru.

�e ministry's anti-
dumping investigation arm 
- Directorate General of Anti-
dumping and Allied Duties 
(DGAD) - has found "su�-
cient" evidence of dumping of 
acrylic �bre from these regions.

Indian Acrylics Ltd and 
Pasupati Acrylon have jointly 
�led an application for initia-
tion of anti-dumping investiga-
tion. Acrylic �bre is lightweight, 
so� and warm with a wool like 
feel. It is used in making sweat-

ers, tracksuits, gloves, furnish-
ing fabrics and carpets.

�e directorate has initi-
ated "an investigation into the 
alleged dumping and conse-
quent injury to the domestic 
industry," DGAD has said in a 
noti�cation.

If established that dumping 
has caused material injury to 
domestic players, the DGAD 
would recommend imposi-
tion of anti-dumping duty on 
imports of �bre from the Euro-
pean Union, China, Belarus, 
Ukraine and Peru. �e period 
of investigation covers July-
December 2016. Anti-dump-
ing duties are levied to provide 
a level playing �eld to local 
industry by guarding against 
cheap below-cost imports.  PTI

India mulling antidumping duty 
on acrylic re ro   nations

NEW DELHI: Brazilian aero-
space major Embraer has 
partnered with state-owned 
Air India to set up a mainte-
nance and repair MRO facility 
to maintain its brand of private 
and business jets in the entire 
Southeast Asian region.

�e airline's engineering 
subsidiary, Air India Engineer-
ing Services Limited, has been 
mandated this task under an 
initial pact signed recently, air-
line sources said.

�e proposed facility is 
expected to come up at the 
Begumpet airport in Secun-
derabad in the southern state 
of Telangana, they said.

"Embraer came to us 
because they are planning to 
sell 40 aircra� in the region by 
2018 and they need to have a 
maintenance system in place 

for those planes," said an Air 
India o�cial.

"AIESL agreed to develop 
the Begumpet airport for this 
purpose, provided Embraer 
declares it as the preferred des-
tination for MRO to all its cus-
tomers," the o�cial added.

Air India Engineering Ser-
vices Limited (AIESL) has the 
requisite expertise in the fast-
growing Maintenance, Repair 
and Overhaul (MRO) seg-
ment of the aviation sector as 
it already runs as many as six 
such facilities across airports 
in India, including one at Nag-
pur in Maharashtra in collabo-
ration with US aircra� maker 
Boeing Inc.

As per the pact, Embraer 
will provide training as well as 
'heavy discounts' to AIESL on 
tools and equipment.  PTI

raer  ir n ia to set 
  in ec n era a

NEW DELHI: �e �nance 
ministry has decided to hire 
120 senior IT professionals to 
develop big data architecture 
for monitoring public expen-
diture and plugging leakages.

�e professionals will be 
hired for providing leadership 
role in the areas of advanced 
data techniques, develop Biz-
Talk (to facilitate interface 
between numerous platforms), 
web designing, technical sup-
port to end users, and updat-
ing technical documentation, 
among others.

�e move aims at strength-
ening the government's �agship 
Public Financial Management 
System (PFMS), a web based 
application for online �nan-
cial management information. 
It tracks released funds and 
real time reporting of expen-
diture through treasury and 
bank interface.

�e hiring, on contractual 
basis, seeks to bring transpar-
ency in public expenditure, 
speed up implementation of 
welfare schemes and plug leak-
ages. In Budget 2017-18, gov-
ernment has earmarked Rs 300 
crore for revamp of the PFMS 
with the overall objective of 
tracking the usage of funds till 
it reaches the last bene�ciary.

�e PFMS will link �nan-
cial networks of the central 
and state governments and give 
real time reporting of expendi-
ture at all levels of programme 
implementation.

�e Department of Expen-
diture in the ministry has 
invited bids from agencies 
for recruitment of the profes-
sionals, initially for two years. 
Under PFMS, there is a plan to 
develop a mobile app for wider 
dissemination of information 
to citizens. PTI

Finmin to hire 120 
IT professionals 
to develop big 

data architecture
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DHONI REMAINS THE MOST DESTRUCTIVE  
FINISHER: FLEMING
MUMBAI: Former New Zealand captain Stephen Fleming said 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni remains the best finisher of the limited 
overs game, hailing the World Cup- winning captain after he 
turned the clock back with a destructive knock. India’s most suc-
cessful captain in both Tests and ODIs cracked a 34-ball 61 to 
steer Pune Supergiant to a last-ball victory over Sunrisers.

CHINA BOWLED OUT FOR 28 IN WORLD 
LEAGUE QUALIFIER
BANGKOK: China were humiliated as they were bowled out 
for 28 by Saudi Arabia and crashed to a 390-run defeat in 
a World Cricket League regional qualifier in Thailand. Saudi 
Arabia piled up 418 all out off their 50 overs before China’s 
outclassed batsmen collapsed in just 12.4 overs as extras top 
scored with 13.

MUMBAI INDIANS TO CELEBRATE SACHIN’S 
BIRTHDAY TODAY
MUMBAI: IPL franchise Mumbai Indians would be celebrating 
the birthday of cricket legend and their `icon player’ Sachin 
Tendulkar who will turn 44 on Monday. The right-handed bats-
man was born here on April 24, 1973. “Mumbai Indians would 
be celebrating Sachin’s birthday at the Wankhede stadium 
where the team will be taking on RSP” an MI source said.

 re iew  High-flying ai ta e on ne in aha er y clash
MUMBAI: On a roll a�er a six-
game winning streak, high-�y-
ing Mumbai Indians will take 
on a resurgent Rising Pune 
Supergiant, their only conquer-
ors in IPL season 10, in a poten-
tially high-voltage clash here on 
Monday.

Pune’s last-ball, six-wicket 
victory on Saturday at home 
against defending champions 
Sunrisers Hyderabad was fol-
lowed just over a 100km away 
at the Wankhede Stadium here 
by Mumbai’s stout defence of a 
small total on a bouncy pitch 
against the mis�ring Delhi 
Daredevils.

Table toppers Mumbai, 
thus, are in a perfect state of 

mind to seek revenge for their 
�rst leg loss to their Maharash-
tra rivals in their opening game 
in Pune, their only defeat in 
this season so far.

�at the Pune victory over 
Hyderabad was piloted by none 
other than the iconic Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni, who smashed 
an unbeaten 61 not out in 34 
balls to steer the side home in 
the last ball, will not be lost on 
the Mumbai think-tank.

�e timely return to form 
by the talismanic former Indian 
captain, along with Pune cap-
tain Steve Smith’s strong show 
so far in the tournament, makes 
this duo formidable rivals for 
the Mumbai bowlers who 

showed great skills in defend-
ing a small total of 142 against 
Delhi. It was a rare, forgettable 

outing with the bat for Mum-
bai against Delhi and they must 
pull up their socks to confront 

the threat posed by the Pune 
bowling attack on Monday .

Particularly interesting will 
be the battle between Pune’s 
South African leg-spinner 
Imran Tahir and Mumbai skip-
per Rohit Sharma who once 
again fell to a wrist spinner yes-
terday against Delhi, playing 
across. Tahir had his number 
in the �rst leg clash in Pune 
and will be con�dent of causing 
the Mumbai captain’s downfall 
on a track that o�ered excel-
lent bounce and turn yester-
day. Mumbai’s major plus has 
been the depth in their batting 
and variety in bowling, as not 
many other teams are blessed 
with such a combination in the 

league. Against Delhi, Mumbai 
batting failed to click although 
some batsmen like Kieron Pol-
lard and Hardik Pandya got 
encouraging starts but could 
not convert them to big scores.

Although unlikely, Mum-
bai have the option of bring-
ing back Ambati Rayudu 
-- who has started training 
with the team a�er recovering 
from his early-season injury. 
In bowling, Lasith Malinga 
has leaked runs in the pre-
vious two games, conceding 
over 50 each expectedly made 
way to Mitchell Johnson who 
bowled reasonably well and is  
expected to be retained against 
Pune on Monday.  AGENCIES

Dark Knight: RCB exploit 
chink in KKR’s armour

KOLKATA: Yuzvendra Chahal 
rocked the middle order with 
a three-wicket burst as Royal 
Challengers Bangalore bundled 
out Kolkata Knight Riders for a 
modest 131 in their IPL clash at 
Eden Gardens, here on Sunday.

A�er coming on to chase, 
the measly total Bangalore lost  
three quick wickets in the space 
of 14 runs with skipper Virat 
Kohli, AB de Villiers and Man-
deep Singh all making their 
way back to the pavillion.

Earlier, Virat Kohli opted 
to bowl and was in for a shock 
as KKR’s new opener Sunil 
Narine hammered Samuel  
Badree for 18 runs in the open-
ing over, hitting three fours and 
a six.

�e next over, Gamb-
hir had some tough time  
against Mills before using the 
Englishman’s pace to guide the 
ball over third-man boundary.

It was raining bound-
aries and sixes as  
KKR raced to 39 in three 
overs before Mills �nally gave 
the breakthrough dismissing 
KKR skipper for 14 when the 
ball kissed Gambhir’s bottom-
hand thumb and went to the 
wicketkeeper.

Narine though lived up 

to his new-found opening 
role pushing them to 65/2 in 
Powerplay but what unfolded 
next was a batting harakiri 
and the sellout Eden crowd 
switched loyalty Kohli and  
Co and kept chanting ‘RCB, 
RCB’.

Narine slammed six bound-

aries and one six before hol-
ing out at deep square leg o� 
Stuart Binny in the last over of 
Power Play.

Kohli introduced his ace 
spinner Chahal in the eighth 
over as the Haryana leggie 
bowled his quota at one go and 
rattled KKR who managed just 

20 runs from 10 to 15 overs.
An alert Chahal 

quickly altered his line see-
ing Yusuf Pathan (8) step-
ping out for his �rst wicket 
and had him stumped  
while in the 12th over 
he struck twice to  
remove Manish Pandey (15) and  

Colin de Grandhomme (0).
�e home team lost �ve 

wickets for 28 runs with 
Chahal making the di�er-
ence in his 4-0-16-3 spell 
while Pawan Negi (2/15) and  
Tymal Mills (2/31) added to 
their misery.

Le�-arm spinner Negi 
took wickets of Nathan Coul-
ter Nile (2) and Suryaku-
mar Yadav (15) in successive 
balls in the 18th over while  
Sreenath Aravind cleaned up 
Kuldeep Yadav (4) to bowl 
KKR out in 19.3 overs.

�is is for the 
�rst time KKR were  
bowled out by RCB who 
would be sni�ng a second 
win in a row, as it’s a big ask for  
Gautam Gambhir to defend the 
modest total.

Having been smashed by 
Narine in his �rst over, Badree 
returned to trap Uthappa  
LBW in his second spell, 
a twin blow for KKR in  
four balls with addition of  
one run.
Brief scores: 
Kolkata Knight Riders vs 
Royal Challengers Bangalore: 
KKR: 131 (Sunil Narine 34, 
Chris Woakes 18).
RCB: Chahal (3/16).  AGENCIES

n re  wayne Bra o r le  o t 
o  entire  season
RAJKOT: Gujarat Lions on Sunday suffered a 
setback after West Indies all-rounder Dwayne 
Bravo was ruled out of the 10th edition of Indian 
Premier League Bravo is yet to fully recuperate 
from his left hamstring surgery after sustaining an 
injury in December during the Big Bash League. 

u arat ons er ures  a na confir e  t e 
development. The Gujarat franchise was expecting 

 to et fit ur n  t e later art of t e season as 
he was travelling with the team while undergoing 
rehabilitation. “No Dwayne Bravo. He’s been doing 
proper rehab and it might take three-four weeks, 
so he might be out of the tournament. So now we 
have to talk to the management and think about a 
replacement,” Raina said at the toss.  AGENCIES

Dejected Raina 
says bowlers 

need to step up
RAJKOT: A�er going down 
to Kings XI Punjab in an 
Indian Premier League (IPL)  
match on Sunday, dejected 
Gujarat Lions skipper 
Suresh Raina said his bowl-
ers need to step up as they  
are lacking con�dence in  
the middle.

Gujarat were beaten by 
Kings XI Punjab, who put 
up a strong all-round show 
to end their four-match  
losing streak with a  
26-run victory.

Opening batsman Hashim 
Amla played a crucial knock 
of 65 as the visitors posted a 
challenging total of 188/7  
in 20 overs. 

In reply, Gujarat 
could muster only 162/7, 
largely driven by Dinesh  
Karthik (58 not out) as the 
eighth-placed team suc-
cumbed to its ��h loss in  
seven matches.

“You can’t chase 
190 every time. Bowl-
ers have to do something.  
We haven’t won any 4 p.m. 
games. 

“It’s a learning curve for us. 
Spinners have to step up,” Raina 
said a�er the match.

“Nathu got cramps, 
so I had to bowl Smith 
in the second last over.  
�e bowlers are lacking con-
�dence. �ey are not exe-
cuting on match day...  
they do well in the nets,  
but not on match day, he 
explained.

Raina, who scored 
32 runs o� 24 balls,  
also blamed the wicket for the 
defeat.

“We thought we could 
still chase it down, but 
while we were batting, the 
wicket got slower and Sand-
eep (Sharma) and Mohit  
(Sharma) bowled good slower 
balls and made it hard for us to 
hit,” the skipper said.

“At this stage, I can’t say 
anything. We have to go 
there. Couple of injury issues,  
but we have to win more 
games, we can’t just talk in 
training. We’ll go to Benga-
luru, regroup and hopefully  
we can win,” he added.  AGENCIES

Bowlers help Kings 
XI Punjab slay 
Gujarat Lions

RAJKOT: Kings XI Punjab 
produced an all- round per-
formance to �nally arrest their 
slide, beating Gujarat Lions by 
26 runs in a one-sided Indian 
Premier League encounter, 
here on Sunday.

Courtesy Hashim Amla’s 
65 and Axar Patel 34, Kings 
XI Punjab notched up 188 for 
seven a�er being invited to bat.

�e much-criticised bowl-
ing attack then joined the 
party restricting Lions to 162 
for seven as they won a match 
a�er losing four consecutive 
games on the trot.

Kings XI Punjab now have 
six points from seven games 
while Lions remain at the bot-
tom with four points.

�e dangerous Brendon 
McCullum missed a in-dipping 
full- toss from Sandeep Sharma 
to be adjudged plumb in-front.

Skipper Suresh Raina (32) 
and Aaron Finch (13) added 
40 runs at a brisk pace with the 
India international hitting a 
�urry of boundaries. But it was 
Mohit Sharma, who bowled 
one wide and full outside the 
o�-stump and Finch’s uppish 
drive was taken by Marcus Stoi-
nis. But what changed the game 
completely was skipper Glenn 
Maxwell’s brilliant catch at the 
deep mid-wicket boundary.

Raina played the custom-
ary swat over cow corner but 
Maxwell kept his balance as he 
timed his jump to perfection.

�e pitch showed signs of 
being two-paced and KC Car-
iappa got Ravindra Jadeja to 
play early and dived in-front 
to grab the return catch.

�e big-hitting Dwayne 
Smith (4) also got out cheaply, 
becoming Axar’s second victim 
of the match.

Cariappa then trapped 
Akshdeep Nath (0) in-front 
of the wicket to make matters 
worse as Karthik waged a lone 
battle.

Cariappa and Axar between 
them bowled eight overs giving 
away only 60 runs and most 
importantly got four wickets.

Earlier, Amla’s sublime 
touch was complemented by 
an Axar cameo that powered 
Kings XI Punjab to a com-
petitive 188 for seven against 
Gujarat Lions. Amla hit 65 
o� 40 balls with nine bound-
aries and two sixes to set the 
platform while Axar’s 34 o� 
17 balls enabled the Kings XI 
Punjab to reach a �ghting total 
a�er 20 overs. Shaun Marsh (30 
o� 24 balls) and Maxwell (31 
o� 18 balls) also made useful 
contributions.
Brief scores: 
Kings XI Punjab vs Gujarat 
Lions: 
KXIP: 188/7 (Hashim Amla 
65, Axar Patel 34, KC Cariappa 
2/24).
GL: 162/7 (Dinesh Karthik 58, 
Suresh Raina 32, Andrew Tye 
2/35).  AGENCIES

Kohli-Gayle-AB trinity is talk of Kolkata at Eden
KOLKATA:  “It’s like a wed-
ding function since we have 
arrived here at the team hotel,” 
a Royal Challengers Bangalore 
(RCB) spokesperson gushed on 
Sunday morning, hours before 
the side’s clash against Kolk-
ata Knight Riders (KKR) at the 
Eden Gardens here.

“Our team bus has been 
chased from the hotel and at 
the ground while entering for 
practice it was crazy,” said the 
o�cial, not authorised to speak 
on record.

“Especially for the big 
three.” �ere are no points for 
guessing the triumvirate he was 
talking about.

Every time the RCB come 

calling, the combined star 
power of Virat Kohli, AB de 
Villiers and Chris Gayle so 
mesmerise the home support-
ers that they even �eetingly 
forget their loyalties and burst 
into applause as hammer blows 
from the trio cross the bound-
ary rope. “�is has been the 
case every time RCB play here. 
�e Kolkata crowd loves their 
cricket and they understand 
the level of these players and 
their pedigree. �ere is that fan 
boying that is unmistakable,” a 
Cricket Association of Bengal 
(CAB) o�ce-bearer said.

While Kohli is the poster 
boy of Indian cricket right 
now and has a following of 

15 million on Twitter, de Vil-
liers wows the audience across 
the cricketing globe with his 
only-AB-can range of shots and 
match-winning abilities. Gayle 
termed the pair as “Batman 
and Superman” last year when 
together they gunned down a 
chase of 184 with Kohli crack-
ing an unbeaten 51-ball 75 and 
De Villiers remaining not out 
on 59. If Gayle were to be put in 
the same bracket, it would cer-
tainly have been “Gayle-Man”.

�e burly West Indian 
who in his �ve innings at the 
Eden against KKR -- his for-
mer employers -- has plun-
dered 339 runs with a hundred 
and two ��ies, roared back to 

form in RCB’s previous outing 
against Gujarat Lions. Gayle 
unleashed mayhem, striking 
77 o� 38 balls as RCB posted 
213 for 2, the edition’s highest 
total, on a slow Rajkot pitch. 
Together with Kohli, the deadly 
duo form the cash-rich league’s 
most successful opening part-
nership. “�e match has come 
to Eden at the right time,” 
quipped Avijit Maitra en route 
to the game with his friend.

“I am a Kolkatan and sup-
port KKR. But today, as a 
cricket lover, I am here to wit-
ness the magic of Gayle and 
Virat. It doesn’t matter who 
wins,” the 24-year-old from 
Tollygunge added.  AGENCIES

ir ta es fi e 
as rain ruins 
Jamaica Test

KINGSTON: Mohammad 
Amir completed a �ve- wicket 
innings haul and West Indies 
captain Jason Holder reached 
a ��h half-century as the home 
side reached 278 for nine in 
their �rst innings on a rain-
ruined second day of the 
�rst Test against Pakistan at 
Sabina Park. Only 11.3 overs 
were bowled in the entire day 
as inadequate covering from 
heavy overnight and early 
morning rain le� damp patches 
on the pitch and a sodden area 
of the out�eld, delaying the 
start of play by four hours.

By the time the showers 
returned in late a�ernoon with 
even greater ferocity, just 55 
minutes play was possible dur-
ing which Amir and Holder 
shone through the gathering 
gloom. A�er the home skipper 
and Devendra Bishoo extended 
their eighth-wicket partnership 
to 75 against the second new 
ball, Amir had Bishoo caught 
at the wicket for 28. He then 
bowled Alzarri Joseph with-
out scoring to achieve his �rst 
�ve-wicket haul since return-
ing to international cricket last 
year following a �ve-year ban 
for spot-�xing. Most impres-
sive in the le�-arm fast bowl-
er’s e�ort was his accuracy as 
re�ected in �gures of �ve for 41 
o� 24.3 overs before the show-
ers swept across the ground 
and drove the players o� the 
�eld for the last time for the 
day. Holder’s de�ance was also 
admirable, the captain reach-
ing the half-century mark by 
hoisting debutant Moham-
med Abbas for a straight six. 
He resumes alongside last man 
Shannon Gabriel on the third 
day, weather permitting, on 55 
o� 69 balls with two sixes and 
seven fours embellishing his 
de�ant innings.  AGENCIES

Selection headache: It’s Ashish Nehra or 
Mohammed Shami for Champions Trophy
NEW DELHI: �e three-
member selection commit-
tee will be fretting on India’s 
bowling combination for the 
upcoming Champions Tro-
phy with a clear toss-up for 
the fourth pacer’s slot between 
Ashish Nehra and Mohammed 
Shami.

�e cut-o� date set by ICC 
for announcing the 15-member 
squad for the Champions Tro-
phy in the United Kingdom is 
April 25 and it is expected that 
the squad will be named in the 
next few days.

�e date of the selection 
committee meeting has not 
been �nalised as some in the 
BCCI want the ICC issues per-
taining to revenue sharing and 
governance to be resolved �rst.

While Ravichandran Ash-
win is expected to start his 
training next week and, along 
with Ravindra Jadeja, looks an 
automatic selection in the spin 
department, it will be the ��h 
member of the pace attack who 

will need some discussion.
Ashwin will get into the 

groove playing the two warm-
up games when India land in 
the United Kingdom.

Death-overs specialist Jas-
prit Bumrah, swing bowler 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
speed merchant Umesh Yadav 
are certainties in the squad of 

15 subject to �tness.
So is Hardik Pandya, who 

will be there as the pace bowl-
ing all-rounder. �is leaves one 
slot in the pace department for 
which there are two contend-
ers -- Mohammed Shami and 
Ashish Nehra.

While Shami has been a 
potent bowler for India in Test 

format, the last time he played 
an ODI match was during the 
World Cup semi-�nal against 
Australia at Sydney, back in 
2015. In case of Nehra, it was 
even further back during the 
2011 World Cup semi-�nal but 
the veteran le�-arm pacer has 
since made another comeback 
in 2016 in the shortest format, 

where he has been quite a suc-
cess. But there is a slight catch 
over here. According to top 
BCCI o�cials, skipper Virat 
Kohli wants Nehra to be a part 
of the bowling attack. His vast 
knowledge is a big help for the 
younger pacers, not to forget 
his brilliant match-reading 
ability.  AGENCIES

ar li ely to a e a ret rn in 
a  s a  or ha ions ro hy

KARACHI: Enigmatic Paki-
stan batsman Umar Akmal is 
expected to make a comeback 
in the Pakistan squad for the 
ICC Champions Trophy to be 
held in England in June.

A�er being dropped for the 
tour to the West Indies on �t-
ness grounds, the national selec-
tors and team management are 
now considering Umar for a 
berth in the the Champions Tro-
phy squad.

“Umar is a serious contender 
for a recall but his elder brother, 
Kamran Akmal is unlikely to be 
picked for the tournament as the 
selectors and management were 
not impressed with his e�orts in 
the limited over matches in the 
West Indies, a well-informed 
source said.

“Kamran got seven innings 
in the West Indies to make his 
mark but unfortunately he failed 
and the selectors are now con-
templating bringing back Azhar 
Ali into the ODI side to open 
with Ahmad Shahzad,” the 
source added.

Kamran had earned a recall 
to the national team last month 

a�er being on the sidelines since 
April 2014.

�e source said that Umar 
is a serious contender as the 
selectors wanted a power hit-
ter option in the top and lower 
order.

“Umar has also worked on 
his �tness since being dropped 
and has led Punjab well in the 
ongoing Pakistan Cup ODI 
tournament,” he added.

Two rookie players who 
went to the West Indies for the 
ODI series and returned without 
playing a match, batsman Asif 
Zakir and all-rounder Fahim 
Ashraf are also expected to be 
given the axe for the Cham-
pions Trophy, a title Pakistan 
has never won since its incep-
tion in 1998. �e source said 
that another all-rounder Aamir 
Yamin, who is doing well in the 
Pakistan Cup, could instead be 
given the allrounder’s role in 
England but the selectors are 
yet to make a �nal decision on 
his inclusion. �e selectors have 
to announce the 15-member 
Champion Trophy squad by 
the April 25 deadline.  AGENCIES

Kings X1 Punjab players celebrate the wicket of Gujarat Lions batsman 
Ravindra Jadeja  PIC/PTI

Pune will be looking at MS Dhoni to replicate the form that he 
rediscovered against Sunrisers

RCB’s Yuzvendra Chahal with teammates celebrates the dismissal of KKR batsman Yusuf Pathan  PIC/PTI
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LONDON: Zlatan Ibrahimov-
ic’s magical season with Man-
chester United appears over 
a�er the club announced he 
had su�ered a serious knee 
injury in �ursday’s Europa 
League clash with Anderlecht.

�e club revealed that both 
the 35-year-old Swedish striker 
and Argentinian defender 
Marco Rojo had su�ered knee 
injuries in the same match.

“Detailed investigations 
on the injuries sustained by 
Marcos Rojo and Zlatan Ibra-
himovic during �ursday’s 
Europa League match have 
con�rmed signi�cant knee lig-
ament damage in both players 
that requires specialist opin-
ions over the coming days,” 
read the United statement on 
their website.

“Estimations of time to full 
recovery will only be possible 
once de�nitive treatment plans 
have been decided a�er these 

consultations.”
Ibrahimovic didn’t have 

his �nest game agianst Ander-
lecht -- Marcus Rashford edg-
ing United through to the 
semi-�nals on aggregate a�er 
extra-time -- but his goals this 
season have been the main rea-
son for an improvement in the 

club’s fortunes, albeit without 
ever being title challengers. 
Ibrahimovic has de�ed many 
doubters since joining on a free 
transfer from Paris Saint-Ger-
main last year, scoring 28 goals 
and inspiring United to victory 
in the League Cup. Rojo’s injury 
is also a serious bodyblow to 

United’s depleted resources at 
the back with both England 
international central defenders 
Phil Jones and Chris Smalling 
expected to be out till mid May.

Ibrahimovic’s one-year con-
tract is up at the end of the sea-
son, meaning it is possible the 
Swede has played his last game 
for the club, with speculation 
linking him with a move to 
Major League Soccer.

His loss is a blow to Unit-
ed’s hopes of European success 
and their chances of securing a 
top-four �nish in the Premier 
League. At times he has carried 
the team this season, his form 
earning him a PFA Player of the 
Year nomination. United travel 
to Burnley on Sunday know-
ing victory will see them cut 
the gap to fourth-placed Man-
chester City to one point, with 
the city rivals going head-to-
head at the Etihad Stadium on 
�ursday.  AGENCIES

East Bengal return to winning ways 
BARASAT: East Bengal 
returned to winning ways in 
the I-League a�er a tumultuous 
few weeks which saw Trevor 
Morgan dismissed as the head 
coach with a 3-1 win over 
Minerva Punjab FC on Sun-
day. Wedson Anselme (31’), 
Robin Singh (52’) and Bikash 
Jairu (90+’) scored for the Red 
and Golds while Krishna Pan-
dit got a late consolation for 
Minerva. 

With absolutely no interest 
from the East Bengal support-
ers, �e Red and Golds lined 
up without Chris Payne and 
Robin Singh, with the Aussie 
striker not even featuring on 
the bench. Cavin Lobo made 
a return from injury as �ong-
khosiem ‘Semboi’ Haokip was 
thrown in to lead the line by 
assistant coach Ranjan Chaud-
huri who was deputising for 
injured Mridul Banerjee. 

 Surinder Singh chose to go 
in with a three man defence 
with Baoringdao Bodo featur-
ing on the bench, barely 24 
hours a�er he scored against 
Lonestar Kashmir in New 
Delhi in the U-18 I-League on 
Saturday.

 Holding a high defensive 
line, the Warriors successfully 

caught the likes of Jackichand 
Singh and Wedson Anselme 
o�side more than a couple 
of times, who were wrecking 
havoc early on. 

Only an error in judgment 

could de�ne goalkeeper Arsh-
deep Singh’s dangerous tackle 
on Jackichand, 10 yards away 
from the box. Although he 
escaped a red card, there was 
no stopping referee Ajitkumar 

Meitei from handing him a 
booking.

 Meanwhile, Gurwinder 
Singh came to the rescue of 
his teammates with a goalline 
clearance in the 29th minute. 

Rowllin Borges’ pass caught 
Ivan Bukenya by surprise and 
Victor Amobi intercepted and 
shot from inside the box. Sub-
hasish Roy Chowdhury got his 
hand to it but the ball was sail-
ing into the net, only for the 
skipper to jump in and fend it 
o� for a corner.

 But Wedson Anselme 
broke the deadlock past the 
half hour mark with a timely 
header into his far side from 
Rahul Bheke’s cross down the 
right �ank. Six minutes into the 
second half, half time substi-
tute Robin Singh’s cross kissed 
Moinuddin Khan’s arms inside 
the box and the Red and Golds 
were awarded a penalty.  Even 
though it was Robin Singh who 
converted from the six-yard 
spot in the end, the second goal 
of the match did come with it’s 
fair share of drama as Wed-
son and Robin got into a tussle 
amongst them to take the pen-
alty in the �rst place.

 Minutes later, Wedson 
tackled teammate Lobo in frus-
tration still carrying the angst 
for the chance not given to him. 
However, he calmed down a�er 
Lobo made up with him as he 
fed more than a couple of balls 
in the middle.

 Victor Amobi tried hard 
to bank a goal for himself but 
failed to �nish o� in the �nal 
third. Both managers tried 
their hand at substitutions as 
Romeo Fernandes was intro-
duced into the middle.  Bikash 
Jairu got the third in the �nal 
minute of regulation time a�er 
Wedson’s pass had the winger 
in an one vs one situation with 
Simranjeet Singh, which he got 
the better o�. Krishna Pandit, 
who arrived in place of Manan-
deep Singh, scored one back 
for the Minervans in the dying 
embers of the game. Amobi as 
usualm beat o� his markers 
with ease to release Pandit on 
the right with precision as Gur-
winder was le� for dead with 
the young striker launching the 
ball past a hapless Subhasish 
Roy Chowdhury inside the net.

 With the win, East Ben-
gal romped to thirty points on 
the penultimate gameday of 
the season. Minerva Punjab’s 
doors of qualifying for the Fed-
eration Cup was permanently 
slammed shut as they won’t 
better their current ninth place 
on the table with 12 points 
from 17 games, with Chennai 
City a place above them with 
17 points.  AGENCIES

Mainz stun Bayern, Dortmund beat 
Monchengladbach in Bundesliga

BERLIN: Bayern Munich 
dropped points for the second 
time in a row as they were held 
to a 2-2 draw by FSV Mainz 
05 while Raphael Guerreiro’s 
late winner helped Dortmund 
to edge Borussia Mönchengla-
dbach 3-2 at the 30th round 
in Bundesliga. Carlo Ancelot-
ti’s men bounced back twice to 
secure a two-all draw against 
spirited Mainz on Saturday, 
who extended Bayern’s winless 
run to two consecutive games, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

Mainz caught a fairy tale 
start at outsold Allianz Arena 
as Bojan Krkic bene�ted on 
Arturo Vidal’s misplaced pass 
to slot home the opener from 
the edge of the box with three 
minutes played.

Bayern recovered from the 
setback in the 16th minute 
when Arjen Robben made use 
of Franck Ribery’s through ball 
to slot home from sharp angle 
into the far post corner.

However, the German 
giants had to run behind a 
de�cit again a�er Mainz con-
verted a foul-play penalty 
through Daniel Borsinski, as 
Joshua Kimmich felled Yoshi-
nori Muto inside the box in the 
40th minute.

A�er the restart, Bayern 
piled on the pressure and even-
tually restored parity as �iago 
Alcantara completed a solo run 
with a goal from 18 metres in 
the 73rd minute. �e Bavar-
ians pressed frenetically for 
the winner but all their e�orts 
remained fruitless as Mainz 
kidnapped one point from 
Bayern. With the draw, Bayern 
remain atop the standings with 
a nine-point advantage. Borus-
sia Dortmund recaptured the 
third place a�er getting the bet-
ter of Monchengladbach fol-
lowing a 3-2 goal festival on the 
road. �e “BVB” started highly 
motivated into the clash, know-
ing that a win would li� them 

on the third place. �us, Dort-
mund needed only 10 min-
utes to break the deadlock, as 
Mahmoud Dahoud’ s foul to 
Christian Pulisic inside the box 
allowed Marco Reus to mark 
the opener from the spot.

�omas Tuchel’s men 
remained in control of the pro-
ceedings, yet Monchenglad-
bach were able to equalise the 
scores through Lars Stindl, who 
utilised Andre Hahn’s assist 
before the break. To make 
things worse for Dortmund, 
Monchengladbach turned the 
tides a�er the restart as Marcel 
Schmelzer cleared the ball into 
the wrong goal with three min-
utes into the second half. But 
Dortmund remained unim-
pressed and responded with 
Bundesliga top striker Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang, who 
marked his 27th goal of the 
season only two minutes a�er 
his �elding to level the scores 
in the 59th minute.  AGENCIES

Sampaoli set 
to be named 

Argentina 
coach: Reports

BUENOS AIRES: Jorge Sam-
paoli has agreed to leave Sevilla 
to coach Argentina’s national 
football team.

�e position was made 
vacant by the sacking of Edgardo  
Bauza earlier this month amid 
a poor run of results, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

According to the AS news-
paper, Sampaoli will be o�-
cially announced as Argentina’s 
coach when the European sea-
son ends in late May.

Sampaoli, who guided 
Chile to victory at the 2015 
Copa America, was appointed 
the Sevilla boss in June.

�e Spanish 
club’s president Pepe  
Castro has been told of the 
57-year-old’s decision to leave, 
according to the newspaper.

Sampaoli did not con-
�rm or deny the reports when 
asked about his future at a press 
conference.

“I know that there is inter-
est. I know that it is said that I 
am the chosen (one), but they 
will have to wait for the times  
that correspond to not 
harm anyone. Doing  
it now would harm Sevilla,” 
Sampaoli said. 

Argentina are cur-
rently ��h in the 10-team  
South America zone  
World Cup qualifying 
standings with four games 
remaining.

Only the top four teams 
at the end of the qualify-
ing tournament will earn 
an automatic slot in Rus-
sia. �e ��h-ranked side will  
advance to a play-
o� against the top nation  
from Oceania.  AGENCIES

Future uncertain 
but Yogeshwar 

not ready to  
give up

NEW DELHI: In the twi-
light of his career and prone 
to injuries like never before, 
ace Indian wrestler Yogeshwar 
Dutt is still eager to continue 
and insists that the thought of 
retirement has not even crossed 
his mind yet.

�e 34-year-old, who won 
a bronze medal in the 2012 
Olympics, had announced that 
the Rio Games were to be his 
last Olympics. But a�er fail-
ing in his endeavour to win a 
medal there, his search for a 
grand swansong continues for 
the time being.

Being away from action for 
the last eight months and an 
injury-prone body notwith-
standing, the Haryana-grappler 
has put his retirement plans on 
the backburner.

“Retirement is something 
that is not even on my mind. 
I would like to make a come-
back to the international arena 
before bidding adieu to the 
sport. So, there are no plans of 
quitting any time soon,” Yoges-
hwar said.

Despite being bogged down 
by numerous injuries, the pas-
sion for his sport remains intact 
and Yogeshwar wants to bring 
the curtains down on his glo-
rious career by winning one 
last medal for the country. “I 
have su�ered from a number of 
injuries in the past one year or 
so. �us, my main focus is on 
attaining �tness. And only a�er 
I am completely injury-free, I 
would be able to assess where 
I stand and decide when I can 
compete,” he said. “I would cer-
tainly be returning to the mat 
but when would that be, I am 
not sure. Right now my aim is 
to achieve full �tness and only 
a�er that I would choose which 
tournament to take part in.”

Yogeshwar has not com-
peted since his heartbreak-
ing loss in the �rst round of 
the Rio Games in the men’s 
65kg freestyle. During his 0-3 
defeat to Mongolia’s Manda-
khnaran Ganzorig at Rio de 
Janeiro, Yogeshwar looked a 
pale shadow of himself.  AGENCIES

Bopanna wins Monte Carlo Masters title with Cuevas
MONACO: India’s Rohan 
Bopanna and his Uruguayan 
partner Pablo Cuevas li�ed 
their �rst ATP World Tour title 
together when they downed 
seventh-seeds Feliciano Lopez 
and Marc Lopez in a three-set 
battle in the �nal of the Monte-
Carlo Rolex Masters here on 
Sunday. �e unseeded Indo-
Uruguayan pair outwitted the 
Spanish team in the Match tie 
breaker for a 6-3 3-6 10-4 win 
in 74 minutes.

It was the second title of 
the season for Bopanna hav-
ing won the season-opening 
Chennai Open crown with 
compatriot Jeevan Nedunche-
zhiyan. “I’m really happy to win 
our �rst title together. I have 
come to Monte-Carlo so many 
years, it’s such a historic tour-
nament. We had a tough start 

to the season, but it’s great to 
have won. We came through 
some close Match tie-breaks 
this week and it’s a good start 
to the clay season. I’m looking 
forward to the rest of the tour-
naments,” said Bopanna. Cue-

vas said, “I am really happy, as 
I didn’t started the season well. 
I’m happy to win with my part-
ner in the �rst tournament on 
European clay and I hope for 
a good run through to Paris.”

Bopanna is now 16-24 in 

doubles �nals and 4-4 in Mas-
ters’ summit clashes. It was 
Cuves’ second Masters trophy, 
adding to the 2015 Rome Mas-
ters triumph with David Mar-
rero. Marc Lopez, one-half of 
the Rio Olympic champion 
team, came under pressure in 
his �rst service game at 1-2, 
30-40, when Bopanna feinted 
a switch at the net o� a long 
rally to strike a forehand vol-
ley winner into space. Bopanna 
and Cuevas held onto the break 
and wrapped up a 28-min-
ute set when Feliciano Lopez 
mistimed a forehand wide on 
Bopanna’s serve at 40-15.

In the �rst game of the 
second set, Feliciano did well 
to hold as he recovered from 
30-40, including two break 
points. At 1-2, 30-40, Cue-
vas over-hit a lob long to gi� 

the Spaniards their �rst ser-
vice break and it proved to be 
enough for Feliciano, serving at 
5-3, to strike two straight aces 
for a hold to 30. �e greater 
weight of groundstroke by 
Bopanna and Cuevas was felt 
in the Match tie-break as the 
pair took a 6-0 lead, largely 
targeting the volleys of Marc. 
Although Team Lopez recov-
ered to 4-8, Cuevas sealed the 
�rst match point opportunity 
with a forehand down the line 
that Feliciano could not return 
cleanly. 

�ey were trying to become 
the third Spanish team to win 
the Monte-Carlo title in the 
Open Era (since April 1968), 
joining Sergio Casal and Emilio 
Sanchez in 1988 and Rafael 
Nadal and Tommy Robredo  
in 2008.  AGENCIES

India’s U-16 football team beats 
Al-Ahly in friendly 
CAIRO: India’s Under-16 football team beat Al-
Ahly 2-1 in friendly match to win the India-Egypt 
Friendship Cup. Head coach of the Indian team 
Bibiano Fernandes expressed his happiness for 
the win and said the match was good as it was 
benefic al an  a learn n  e er ence for bot  
teams. “I’m really happy we have learned a lot 
of things. We are looking forward to build this 
team to the AFC,” Fernandes said. He noted that 
the team was undergoing training to play in the 
Under-16 AFC tournament which will be held in 

e al  ey  a oo  ob n ter s of fitness an  
traveling and playing in another country. I’m really 
happy about this,” he said after the match on Sat-
ur ay  o t anu  w o score  t e first oal for 
India said that he was very happy for the win.“I’m 
ery a y to score t e first oal   a ne  oo  

experience is this match,” he said.  AGENCIES

Chennai football 
referees chosen for 

UEFA training in Geneva
CHENNAI: India has become 
the only country from Asia to 
be invited for a UEFA train-
ing programme for referees 
in Geneva with three o�cials 
from here chosen for the key 
course which can pave the 
way for them to become FIFA 
referees.

�e All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) has selected 
city-based referee R Venkatesh 
and assistant referees R Mano-
jkumar and P Vairamuthu for 
the programme being organ-
ised by the Union of European 
Football Associations (UEFA) 
from April 25 to May 4.

�e trio will be repre-
senting India which was 
the only country from  
Asia to be given a chance to 
participate in the programme, 
Venkatesh said.

If they do well at the pro-
gramme, they could get 
selected for the �nal develop-
ment course, in Geneva again, 
in October, a big step forward 

in becoming o�cials of the 
sport’s world body FIFA.

�e three are upbeat about 
the course and said they 
hoped to learn by interact-
ing with referees from various 
countries and also compet-
ing with seven other “teams 
(of three o�cials each)”.  
Venkatesh said that it could 
be a big step in his dream of 
becoming a FIFA referee.

“Me and the two assistant 
referees will have to be at our 
best as we will be competing 
against referees from Europe.

�ey will assess our knowl-
edge, �tness and game perfor-
mance,” he said. 

Apart from the training 
and game performance, �t-
ness would be assessed, the 
26-year-old Venkatesh said 
and added that “the three of us 
would get an opportunity to 
referee in the Swedish league 
and lower divisions of the  
French league during the 
10-day programme.”  AGENCIES

Nadal wins historic 10th Monte Carlo title
Rafael Nadal captured an 

incredible 10th Monte-
Carlo Rolex Masters crown 
on Sunday in beating fellow 
Spaniard Albert Ramos-Vino-
las 6-1, 6-3 in the 76-minute 
�nal. Nadal’s 29th ATP World 
Tour Masters 1000 title, one 
shy of record-holder Novak 
Djokovic (30), marks the �rst 
time in the Open Era (since 
April 1968) that any player has 
won a singles tournament on 
10 occasions.

�e victory also sees Nadal 
clinch his 50th clay-court 
crown (50-8), breaking the 
record he shared with Guill-
ermo Vilas since 24 April 2016, 
when Nadal li�ed his ninth 
trophy at the Barcelona Open 
Banco Sabadell.

His Serene Highness Albert 
II, Sovereign Prince of Monaco 
presented Nadal with the tro-
phy a�er he improved to a 63-4 
match record at the Monte-
Carlo Country Club. World 
No. 7 Nadal earned 1,000 
Emirates ATP Rankings points 
and will now travel to Barce-
lona, where he will look to fur-
ther add to his legacy as the 
undisputed ‘King of Clay’, with 

€820,035 in prize money.
Nadal has now won an 

ATP World Tour title for the 
14th year in a row (since 2004) 
and has a 70-35 mark in title 
matches during his illustrious 
career.

Fourth seed Nadal, who 
had practised �rst-strike 
tennis on Court Rainier  
III hours before the a�er-
noon �nal, put Ramos-Vino-
las under immediate pressure 
in his �rst service game, but he 

could not convert three break 
point opportunities. In target-
ing Ramos-Vinolas’ backhand 
with his heavy topspin fore-
hand, Nadal created space and 
in the fourth game secured a 
3-1 advantage with a break to 
love. A second service break 
followed at 1-4, 15/40, when 
Ramos-Vinolas struck a fore-
hand into the net. Nadal, who 
had been quick to move up 
the court for the short ball, 
clinched the 30-minute set 

with an ace.
Ramos-Vinolas, who 

attempted not to be pushed 
back farther behind the 
baseline, settled down in 
the early stages of the sec-
ond set, but at 2-2 the relent-
less depth and pace of Nadal  
saw the World No. 24 get bro-
ken for a third time (to 30) 
with a mis-timed backhand 
that sailed long.

Nadal experienced a 
brief wobble when leading 

4-3, dropping to 0/30, but 
clever placement ensured 
short responses for routine 
groundstroke winners. At 
3-5, Ramos-Vinolas buckled 
under tremendous pressure. 
Having saved two champion-
ship points, courtesy of Nadal 
errors, Ramos-Vinolas hit a 
double fault on Nadal’s third 
championship point.

It was the pair’s third 
FedEx ATP Head2Head meet-
ing (Nadal leads 3-0), fol-
lowing on from victories in 
2013 and 2014 at Barcelona.  
Nadal extended his perfect 
14-0 record of never having 
lost to a fellow Spaniard in an 
ATP World Tour �nal. It was 
the �rst all le�-handed Monte-
Carlo Rolex Masters �nal since 
2010, when Nadal swept past 
his compatriot Fernando Ver-
dasco, and the fourth all-Span-
ish �nal in the tournament’s 
history – 2002 Juan Carlos 
Ferrero d. Carlos Moya, 2010 
Nadal d. Verdasco and 2011 
Nadal d. David Ferrer. �ree-
time former �nalist and former  
World No. 1 Boris Becker 
watched Nadal’s historic win 
unfold.  AGENCIES

PSG beat 
Montpellier 

to move atop 
Ligue 1

PARIS: Edinson Cavani’s 
31st league goal of the season 
earned defending champi-
ons Paris Saint-Germain a 2-0 
home win against Montpellier, 
sending the club to the top of 
Ligue 1 table past Monaco, who 
have two more games in hand.

It was also Cavani’s 44th 
goal in all competitions this 
season. �e Uruguayan striker 
put Blaise Matuidi’s le�-�ank 
cross into the net at the 29th 
minute on Saturday, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

�ree minutes into the sec-
ond half, Cavani back-heeled 
Angel Di Maria, who �red a 
powerful shot outside the box 
for his ��h goal in last �ve 
games. In other games, Bor-
deaux moved up to fourth 
place with a 2-0 home victory 
over bottom side Bastia, who 
also faced points deduction 
due to fans’ pitch invasion to 
attack their opponents in last 
weekend’s home encounter  
with Lyon.  AGENCIES

East Bengal’s Robin Singh (centre) scored the second goal in the 52nd minute while Wedson Anselme and 
Bikash Jairu added to the tally
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MUMBAI: Actor Sonakshi Sinha 
says she believes in doing things on 
her own terms and conditions as she 
has realised that making everyone 
happy through her work is not pos-
sible. �e actor says just like anybody 
else, she too went through a phase 
where she was going all out to please 
others while neglecting her own hap-
piness. “�ere are times in life when 
you reach a saturation point, trying to 
please everyone but 
yourself. Self accep-
tance is very impor-
tant. For me, I’ve 
always tried to be as 
real as I can because 
that’s the only way I 
know,”Sonakshi said.

“I learnt very 
early in life that you 
can’t please every-
one, so don’t even try. 
�en you realise it’s 
not worth it. I’ve to 
be happy in what I am 
doing, only then I’ll 
be able to make oth-
ers happy.”  Sonakshi 
feels this approach to 
life has helped her in 
the industry so far 
and not give in to the 
“pressure” of what 
others expect her to do. “If you like 
me, great, if you don’t, it’s �ne. Which is 
why I’ve been able to work on my own 
conditions, do the work I want to do 
and not succumb to any kind of pres-
sure from anyone,” she says.

While Sonakshi has featured in hit 
Bollywood pot boilers like Dabangg, 
Rowdy Rathore and R Rajkumar, it is 
her performance in movies like Lootera 
and Akira which have impressed the 
critics. Sonakshi is aware that there is 
an audience which wants her to exper-
iment and feels she will try something 
new only when she wants to.

“I think it’s very �attering that peo-
ple understand what you’re capable 
of and they expect that from you. It’s 
very �attering when people say ‘oh you 
should do stu� like that, there’s so much 
you can do, your potential is so much.

“It will happen in time, but just not 
on their (audience) time. It will hap-
pen on the right time, when I want it to 
happen and am ready to do it.”  In her 
career of more than half a decade, the 

actor has witnessed 
both highs and lows, 
something which she 
says she learnt to deal 
with looking at her 
actor-turned-politi-
cia father Shatrughan 
Sinha. “I’ve seen my 
father handle, suc-
cess and failure, in a 
very digni�ed, calm 
and composed man-
ner. He is unfazed by 
these things. �e very 
fact that I’ve seen him 
do this, I have also 
imbibed the quality 
where things don’t 
really faze me.

“It’s okay if cer-
tain things didn’t go 
as planned. We will 
try again with next 

�lm. I don’t get bogged down or both-
ered by these things (failure of �lms),” 
Sonakshi adds. �e 29-year-old actor 
says in her family, she has been brought 
up in such a way that she treats failure 
and success equally. “When a �lm does 
really well, you won’t see me going on 
roo�ops and shouting about it; when 
it (�lm) doesn’t work you won’t see me 
sitting in a corner and dwelling about it.

“Life goes on, irrespective. Success 
and failure is part of everybody’s life. Be 
it a student in school or even the prime 
minister, anyone. If there are no ups and 
downs, what kind of life is that?” PTI     

pleasing everybody
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MUMBAI: Filmmaker Ram Gopal 
Varma has questioned the relevance 
of award functions, including the 
National Film Awards, by citing 
Aamir Khan’s example. �e 55-year-
old director took to Twitter, where 
he called the actor “the greatest �lm-
maker” in the country and said his 
consistent absence from such events 
only re�ects their importance today.

“Fact that Aamir Khan, the great-
est �lmmaker of India does not 
attend any award events, including 
national award speaks, about those 
events,” wrote Varma. �e Sarkaar 
director further lauded Khan for 
continuing to deliver good content 
and not care about receiving awards.

�e director, who o�en gets 
embroiled in controversies due to 
his remarks, said, “Highest qual-
ity �lms are made by Aamir and 
that he doesn’t care to be measured 
by any Indian award committee,  
including National (Awards) speaks 
loud,” he added. Recently, actor 
Akshay Kumar winning the National 

Award for Best Actor for his role in 
crime drama Rustom was questioned 
by people.  PTI     

MUMBAI: Priyanka Cho-
pra is on a ten-day visit to 
India and the actor was seen 
spending time with �lm-
maker Zoya Akhtar and actor  
Ranveer Singh.

Ranveer, 31, who has 
worked with Priyanka in �lms 
like Gunday, Dil Dhadakne Do, 
and Bajirao Mastani, took to 
Twitter to share the pictures 
from their reunion.

“Mama Zo and Madam 
Mercurial #mygirls @priyanka-
chopra #ZoyaAkhtar,” the actor 
captioned the photo of three of 
them chilling.

A�er Dil Dhadakne Do 
Ranveer is all set to collaborate 
with Zoya once again for her 
next directorial venture Gully 
Boy, while Priyanka, 34, who 
has been busy with her proj-
ects in West, is yet to sign a  
Bollywood movie. PTI     

A mini ‘Dil Dhadakne Do’ reunion

LOS ANGELES: Filmmaker 
James Cameron and Fox have set 
the release dates for the four Ava-
tar sequels, with Avatar 2 arriving 
on December 18, 2020. Avatar 3 will 
open December 17, 2021, followed by 
a three- year break for Avatar 4, set for 
December 20, 2024.

Avatar 5 will then open on Decem-
ber 19, 2025. �e news was announced 
on the movie’s o�cial Facebook page. 
“Great to be working with the best team 
in the business! Avatar takes �ight as we 
begin concurrent production on four 
sequels,” Cameron said in the post. Cam-
eron had announced a year ago at Cin-
emaCon that he would make four Avatar 
sequels, promising that the �lms would start 
hitting theaters in 2018.

�e �lmmaker said last year that he had 
�rst envisioned two sequels but a�er meeting 
with the screenwriters, artists and designers, he 
realised that he had too much material for just 

two �lms. He 
initially decided on three 

sequels, then jumped to four.
Cameron and Jon Landau are producing 

through their Lightstorm company. Returning 
cast includes Zoe Saldana, Sam Worthington, 
Sigourney Weaver, and Stephen Lang. �e script 
was written by Cameron with Josh Friedman, 
Rick Ja�a, Amanda Silver, and Shane Salerno. PTI     
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LOS ANGELES:  Actor Chan-
ning Tatum says he does not 
miss his former life as a stripper 
and insists there was nothing 
glamorous about it.

�e 36-year-old actor, who 
drew inspiration from his 

past life as an exotic 
dancer for his 

role in the 
Magic 

Mike 
mov-
ies 
and 

the 
newly launched 
‘Magic Mike Live’ at 
Hard Rock Las Vegas, 
says he has no desire 
to return to the stage, 
reported People 
magazine.

“I don’t miss any-
thing about strip-
ping. I stripped in 
Tampa for like 25 

girls, at best. It wasn’t 
glamorous whatsoever, 

so there’s nothing that I miss 
about stripping. �is isn’t strip-
ping. �is is a show,” Tatum says. 
�e actor also revealed why he 
decided to create a live show 
based on the movies in Vegas.

“People in general are com-
ing because they know the mov-
ies and they think they’re going 
to get something like they saw in 
the last �lm, and they’re going to 
get all that.

“But I think they’re going 
to get something else. We don’t 
do live shows. We don’t do that. 
With this, we didn’t have any 
rules so we just started creating 
crazy s*** and no one told us that 
wasn’t allowed.”     PTI     

Channing Tatum doesn’t 
miss life as a stripper

LONDON: Actor Vin Diesel 
says he was privy to a secret 
script to play the role of Groot 
in the upcoming �lm Guard-
ians of the Galaxy Vol 2. �e 
49-year-old actor says he a great 
time voice acting the charac-
ter as he knew what the talking 
tree was trying to say, reported 
Daily Star.

“As an audience what you 
hear is, ‘I am Groot’, but he is 
expressing himself and you 

have to try and convey what he 
intends to say and his emotions 
in those three words. “I actu-
ally had a secret script where I 
was told what Groot was try-
ing to say. �at made him a lot 
of fun to voice,” Diesel says.�e 
Fast and Furious 8 star adds it is 
always di�cult to play the role.

“Groot is always challenging 
to play,” he says. �e sequel to 
the Guardians of the Galaxy will 
hit the screens on May 5.

Vin Diesel 
had a ‘secret 

script’ for 
Groot

LOS ANGELES: Actor 
Freida Pinto says that 
speaking her mind can get 
her “into trouble” but she 
will still not shy away from 
sharing her views.

“I’m not afraid to speak 
my mind, and that can get 
me into trouble. For me 
(social and political activ-
ism) is the only thing that 
matters,” Pinto says.

�e 32-year-old, who 
stars in the Showtime 
miniseries ‘Guerrilla’, says 
she jumped at the oppor-
tunity to play the role 
of Jas, reported People 
magazine.

“As a female actor it 
is a lot harder to come 
across roles that explore 
every aspect of the charac-
ter, not just her beauty. But 
Jas and I are similar in our 
passion,” she says.

Pinto considers herself 
“really blessed” to have a 
career in Hollywood but 
is also aware of the �ckle-
ness of it all and how �eet-
ing stardom can be. And 
despite any ups and downs 
she has had through her 
career, the actor says she 
would not go back and do 
anything di�erently. PTI     

‘I’m not 
afraid to 
speak my 

mind’

MUMBAI:  Indian origin 
British supermodel Neelam 
Gill will be joining Grammy 
Award-winning singer Justin 
Bieber on his maiden India 
tour in May here. Bieber’s 
highly anticipated India Pur-
pose Tour will be held at DY 
Patil Stadium here on May 10. 

Gill, who has become a 
muse of international fashion 
house Burberry and another 
fashion brand Abercrombie & 
Fitch, is expected to arrive on 
May 7 with Bieber, read a state-
ment from White Fox India – 
the sole promoter of the tour 
in the country. �e model, who 

has also worked with rapper 
Kanye West, is looking forward 
to explore di�erent fashion and 
entertainment opportunities in 
the country.

English actor-model Elar-
ica Johnson, best known for 
her role in Harry Potter and the 
Half-Blood Prince, is also set to 
host Bieber’s India gig. Apart 
from India, the Asia leg of the 
tour comprises Tel Aviv and 
Dubai. Bieber is touring in sup-
port of his fourth album ‘Pur-
pose’, which debuted at number 
one in over 100 countries and 
has sold over eight million  
copies worldwide.  IANS

Neelam Gill to accompany Bieber for India gig
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